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Mmnte by the Governor General, dated 30th August. 

„ Hon'ble Sir F. Currie, „ 31sfe ,, 

„ „ J. Lowis, „ 2nd September. 

„ Governor General, ,, 3rd „ 
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the Chiefship of 
Kerowlee, together 
with copies of the 
!Minntes recorded thereon, as noted in the margin. 


Maharajah Nursing Pal, the young Chief of Kerowlee, 
died on the 10th of July, adopting, on the day before his 
death, a hoy who is a distant kinsman. Colonel Low has 
strongly recommended that the adoption should he recog- 
nized, and he has imged that the recognition should he 
declared at once ; hut with advertence to the orders of your 
Hon’ble Court respecting adoptions by Native Princes, as 
communicated to us in your Despatch, dated 24<th Janu- 
ary lS4i9, and to the principle laid down therein, itTias 
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wlietlier wejwer^at liberty to confirm tbis 
mur previous sanction. 

Your Hon’ble Court v'ill observe that the Governor 
General and Mr. Lowis consider tbe arguments adduced by 
them, in their Minutes, to preponderate in favor of declaring 
Kerowlee a lapsed State, while Sir Predericlc CmTieis against 
such a measure. "We beg to refer your Hon’ble Court to the 
several Minutes in Avhich both the right and the policy of the 
proposed arrangements are fully discussed, and we shall await 
your instructions, which we hope to receive at an early date. 

Meanwhile the Governor General’s Agent in Rajpoo- 
tana has been informed that we have referred the decision 
of the question to your Hon’ble Court, and Colonel Low has 
been instructed to enjoin on aU the leading persons of this 
State the observance of the most perfect tranquillity until 
the decision of your Hon’ble Court be received. 


Copy of a Minute by tbe Most Noble tbe Governor General, — (dated tbe 

30tb August 1853.) 

The Bajah of Kerowlee, a boy of 15 years old, has died, 
adopting, on the day before his death, another boy, a very 
distant kinsman. 

The Governor General’s Agent, Colonel Low, strongly 
recommends that the adoption should be recognized, and 
urges that the recognition should be declared at once. 

But under the orders., of... the„ Co urt of Directo rs re- 
specting adoption by Native Princes, communicated to the 
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Government of India in their Despatch, dated 24th January 
1849, and having regard to the principles laid down therein, 
I question whether we are at liberty to confirm this adop- 
tion without the previous sanction of the Court. 

Colonel Low states that he is able, from personal 
knowledge, to give assurance that Sir C. Metcalfe, by whom, 
the existing Treaty with Kerowlee was made, intended to 
place that State on the same footing as every other Hindoo 
Principality ; and he adds, “ we know beyond all doubt when 
a head of a Hindoo family departs this life without children, 
that an adopted child is always considered to occupy exactly 
the same position, and to possess precisely the same right, as 
a legitimate and acknowledged son would have done.” 

The Court of Directors have acknowledged the principle 
laid down in these words so far as aU private property 
or private rights are concerned; but they have denied 
the validity of an adoption for conveying successioiT^o - a- 
thrra^ anJ to Hie nghts" of sbvermghty7'^^^ the adop- 
tion shall have received the sanction of the supreme power. 

This principle was asserted in the case of the State of 
Sattara in 1849. The circumstances of Kerowlee appear to 
me to resemble those of Sattara in all essential particulars. 

Kerowlee is a small Rajpoot State near Kotah. 

A Treaty was made with it by the British Government 
in 181^. The supremacy of the British Government was 
prad:ically declared therein by its remission , of the tribute 
payable to the Peishwa, whose rights had passed to us ; and 



4 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEIIOWLEE ClIIErSlIIP. 


it Avas, moreover, specifically aclmowlcilged by Kcrowlce in 
tlie Srd Article of the Treaty. 

The revenues of the State amount to about four lakhs 
a year ; it is burdened with a debt of more than six lakhs, 
of •which one lakh and a quarter are due to the British 
Government. 

Tlie confusion and misgovernment which prevailed, 
rendered it necessary for us to assume the management of 
the country some time ago, and it is now under the charge 
of Mr. Monck Mason. 


The boy adopted is of a very distant branch of the 
family ; and the adoption is admitted to have been voluntary 
and regular. 

These are the facts of the case : — 

The supremacy of tlie British Government over Kerow- 
lee being established by Treaty, its sanction is confessedly 
necessary to the validity of the adoption for conveying the 
succession to the throne of Kerowlee. 

The question is whether that consent can justly or 
properly be withheld. According to the decision delivered 
in the case of Sattara, I consider that it is clearly competent 
to the Government of India to -vidthhold its sanction, if it 
shall think proper. 

The Treaty with Kerowlee is made with the ‘‘ B ajah 
and his descendants,” admitting that the word “ descendants” 
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TTas meant to bear, and does bear, the same signification as 
“lieirs and successors” (ivbicli Colonel Low asserts, but 
wMcb may be disputed) ; still tbe right of the British 
Government to withhold its sanction to the adoption in this 
case is clear. Bor in the case of Sattara it was decided by 
; the Court of Directors tliat a guarantee of the succession 
j to “ heirs and successors” extended only to natural heirs, and 
’ not •f^anTadopted'child. — 

Since, then, the proposed successor of the late Rajah 
is neith er h is natural heir, nor a~descendant of the Rajah 
•with whom the Treaty was ‘made in 1817, I am of oiji- 
nion -that, on every "ground, tlie Government of India is 
justly and properly entitled to refuse to recognize him, if it 
is thought expedient for the general interests of the Empire 
to do so. 

In the Minute upon the case of Sattara in 1848, I 
recorded my own opinion that the British Government 
should not neglect such rightful opportunitie s as mi^ht 
occur, of "extending its rule over Native States which fell to 
its disposal, - either by total _lapse, or by the successmn 
depending on the recognition of an adoption. I did not 
advise that adoption should universally Re refused the 
sanction of the Government ; but I was of opinion that 
it should not be admitted in States which recognized for- 
mally the supremacy of the British Government in India, 
unless strong political reasons should recommend the 
exception ihlTny ^articrilar case~bFcases.~'“"‘“ “ 

We have to consider whether there are any political 
reasons which should induce the Government of India 
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to forego tlie riglit it possesses of refusing confirmation 
to the adoption of an heir to his throne by the deceased 
Rajah of Kerowlee. ’ ■ ■ . 

Th'e arguments in favor of disallowing the adoption, 
or of recognizing it, may he shortly set forth. 

The State of Kerowlee has not entitled itself to 
favorable consideration by the British "Governmentr~for it 
has been''tro'0:bles'0me,"and inclined to be turbulent. 


Its internal Government has not been of such a character 
as to lead to the presumption that a continuance of the Native 
Government there will be for the advantage of its people. 
Por, as I have already stated, the administration was so bad, 
that we were compelled to take it into our own hands, for 
the sake of the State itself and of the general tranquillity. 

It is not an inducement to the Government to continue 
the succession in the present family, that the nearest 
kinsman to the late Rajah is more than suspected of 
having caused His Highness’s death by poison. 

And although that kinsman is not the proposed succes- 
sor, there seems as little reason to continue the succession 
in the person of a young boy, so remote of kin, that it 
is difficult to state his relationship, — so remote that his 
ancestor’s name has never, until now, appeared in the 
pedigree of the family submitted to the Government. 

Por many years to come we shall have to bear the 
labor of governing this State, employing,, always at incon- 
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venience, a Britisli Ofl&cer for the purpose ; and at the end of 
those years "we shall, if the adoption he sanctioned, hand 
over the country with its revenue of four lakhs, only to see 
it, in all prohahility, fall again into the same system of 
improvidence and misrule which has long -prevailed under its 
Native Princes. 

These considerations would seem to urge the Government 
to declare Kerowlee a lapsed State, and at once to reduce it 
to suhniission and order, which, in such case, would he 
permanent. 

On the other hand, the Si^te is isolated, and would not 
consoli date pur^territpries, as in the case of Sattara ; though 
not a very old State, stiU it is a Pajpoot Principality, and, 
unlike the existing Mahratta and Mahbmedah dynasties, has 
the claim of antiquity in its favor. 

The re^sal of sanctio n to adoption in the case of 
KeroAvlee might create alarm and dissatisfaction in the elder 
and more powerful States in Pajpootana, as being apparently 
significant of the intentions of the British Government ; 
towards themselves. 

Such an alarm would he unfounded; for I presume 
that the Government of India would not at any time he 
disposed to interfere with the customary mode of succession 
among these old Pajpoot States, whose antiquity, whose 
position and feelings, would aP make it our policy to 
leave them in the possession of such independence as 
they now enjoy. But although the alarm would he im- 
founded, it may possibly he considered undesirable, to 
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run any risk of exciting it, by refusing to allow the adoption 
in Kerowlee. 

Lastly, it may be urged that the Government of India 
cannot refuse sanction to this adoption, because it has twice 
recognized adoptions by the Bajahs of Kerowlee since 1817. 

The adoptions were certainly recognized ; but upon the 
last occasion only with reluctance, and not till after hesita- 
tion and long delay. 

The arguments appear to me to preponderate in favor 
of causing Kerowlee to lai^se; but as the Hon’ble Court 

t. 

may desire to continue the succession on the groimd of its 
being a Bajpoot State, I do not propose to refuse at once the 
sanction of the Government to the adoption, but to refer it 
to the Court of Directors, soliciting an immediate reply. 

An immediate declaration of the final intentions of 

Government, for which Colonel Low presses, would, no 
doubt, be very desirable, if there were not good reasons for 
withholding it; and I see no more risk to. the peace of 
Kerowlee in withholding it upon this occasion, than there 
was upon the similar occasion a few years ago, especially 
as the Kotah Contingent is already there, and assistance 
can be obtained from Nusseerabad if necessary. 

The reference to the Court should be made by the 
ensuing mail. 

It will be su£B.cient to inform the Governor General’s 
Agent that the views expressed by him regarding the clear 
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right of adoption by the Uajah of a successor to his Princi- 
pality, arc not in accordance with the principle laid down 
by the Hon’ble Court of Directors in IStO. The Governor 
General in Council, therefore, does not feel liinisclf justified 
in confirming the adoption without a reference to the Court 
of Directors as before. He will inform the family and the 
leading persons at Kerowlee that a reference has been so 
made, as uiion the death of the Itajah in 18 - 18 ; and he will 
enjoin upon them the observance of perfect tranquillity till 
the decision of the Court shall be received. 

The Governor General’s Agent has already taken precau- 
tions for preserving the peace of the country by th^ Military 
arrangements that have been made. If the duty is found to 
press heavily upon the Kotah Contingent, the Agent may 
obtain aid from Nusseerabad, or perhaps borrow a Regiment 
from Scindiah’s Contingent. 

The Government of India may express with propriety 
its full concurrence in the praises bestowed by Colonel Low 
upon Mr. Monde Mason, for the judgment, decision, and 
ability he has shown in these affairs. ) 

The letter to Colonel Low may be sent under flying 
seal to Mr. Mason, in order to save time, as Colonel Low 
has suggested. 


(Sd.) Dalhotjsie. 


£ 
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Copy of a Minnie by i.lic IIon’iu.e Sin F. CuiiniK, IIaut.j — ( tlaicd 

the 31st. Angnsi 18.03.) 

The Most Noble tlie Governor General has decided that 
the question of succession to the Chiefship of this Princi- 
pality, shall not he determined in this country hut hy the 
Court of Dir ect ors. Still it seems necessary that, as a 
Meinljcr of the Government, I should record my view as to 
the propriety of confirming the adoption which has heen 
made hy the late Maharajaii, and as to the disposal of the 
State, in the event of that adoption being set aside. 

After full consideration of the facts set forth in these 
papers, o^tho arguments contained in the printed Sattara 
correspondence, and of the Governor General’s Minute of 
yesterday’s date on the Kerowlee succession, I am obliged 
to differ from His Lordship as to the course wliich justice 
and policy, in my opinion, demand that we should adopt 
on this occasion. 

The question is a very important one. Not so much 
with respect to the interests of tliis small Principality, or 
ours in connection with it, hut as opening the question of 
the nature of our paramount rights in regard to the an- 
cient sovereignties of JXajpootana, which is involved in its 
decision, and in reference to the feelings with which the 
decision will he viewed hy the Dajpoot States throughout 
Central India. 

I think that the arguments which u'ere used in consi- 
dering the Sattara question are, in many points, not appli- 
cable to that now before ns. There is little analogy between 
the position of the Mahratta States generally to us as the 
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paramount power, and the Bajpoot Principalities, and far 
less in regard to that of the late Sattara Baj. 


The i\Iahratta dynasty was one of recent usurpation. 
The Sattara Principality was, in its resuscitated state, the 
offspring of our own gratuitous benevolence. The British 
Government bestowed a portion of the territory, which it 
had acquired by right of conquest, on the titular Bajah, 
whom we found in a prison ; and subsequently, on account of 
his misconduct, set liim aside in favor of his brother ; and 


on the death of that brother, there being no natural heir to 
the immediate objeet of our bounty, £lfid the Government 
not being disposed to recognize an adopted one, resumed 


• Despatch of Court of Directors, 
dated 2Uh January 1S19, para- 
graph 9. 


the territory which tee had be- 
stowed, and incorporated it in our 
own possessions.* 


The ancient Bajpoot Princes stand in a very different 
position in regard to our paramountry, whether this be 
considered as derived from the Emperors of Delhi, or as 
appertaining to us as the de facto rulers of the Indian 
Continent. 


Kerowlee is a small and inconsiderable out-lying ^ 
State; but it is one of the old Bajpoot Principalities, in 
Treaty relations with us similar to those of the larger ones ; 
and the treatment it may receive, at the present juncture, 
will involve the principle in which all other Bajpoot States 
may be treated hereafter. 

I wiU first consider the adoption which has been 
reported to us by Colonel Low. 
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It is admitted by all that this adoption was made in 
due form. Some days before the death of the Maharajah it 
was eommunicated, in the usual manner, to the represen- 
tative of the British Government : the customary khureeta to 
the Governor General was formally written and sealed by 
the Maharajah, and nothing can be objected to the boy;, 
who is a distant relative of the late Maharajah, and a lineal 
descendant from the founder of the Kerowlee Baj. Nothing 
seeihsltb meTol3e'^nting’"fbrthe legal completeness of the 
adoption, except, it may be argued, the formal recognition 
of the paramount power. 

I tliyp-k the Governor General, in stating the general 
principle of the necessity for recognition by the supreme 
power, in the 3rd paragrajoh of the Minute of yesterday’s 
date, has gone far beyond the statement of the Court of 
Directors, contained in paragraph 8 of the Despatch of 24th 
January 1849, to which His Lordship refers. The Court’s 
Despatch declares, "that, by the general law and custom 
of India, a dependant Principality, lihe that of Sattara, 
cannot pass, &c., &c. but no more. 

I will admit, however, that the general law and 
custom of India do usually require the recognition of the 
paramount power, to the adoption of an heir of a depen- 
dant or protected Principality; but so do the law and 
custom require the same recognition to the succession of a 
natural heir, and I am not prepared to admit that the 
supreme power is more competent to withhold its recogni- 
tion of the one tlian of the other. The setting aside of 
cither must be an extraordinary act, adopted only on 
special considerations. 
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I concur^ tlvcrcforc, with the Governor General’s Agent, 
that the adoption in this case, by Maharajah ISi’ursing Pal, 
of the hoy Bhurt Pal, should, as an act of justice, he 
confi.rmed aiTdTcCGgTfized. 

But supposing it to he determined that tlie Go.vern- 
meut of India is not hound to recognize this adoption, 
and that circumstances are considered to exist rendering it 
expedient to disalloAv it, it seems to me impossible that 
we can, on that plea, with any semblance of good faith 
and fidelity to Treaty, declare the territory to he ours, 
and, as in the case of Sattara, anncj? it to the Britisli 
dominions. 

The Kerowlcc Treaty is not one of a personal characte r 
between the British Government and Maharajah Hurhuksh 
Pal and the heirs of his body. It is a Treaty, in my view at 
least, between the British Government and the Kerowlee 
State ; tho name of Hurhuksh Pal does not once occur in 
any Article of the Treaty. The engagement is between the 
British Government on the one hand, and the Kerowlee 
Gocernment on the other ; the contracting party, in each 
case, being the representative for the time being of the 
respective Government. 

It is true the English version of the Treaty has, in 
Article I., the words “the Bajah of Kerowlee and his 
descendants but the Persian version of~the~ same^Article^ 
which bears the seal and signatures of the contracting par- 
ties, and a note by Dr. Adam of the ratification of the 
Governor General, was “ het ioeen llieJwo^Groviermnents, .from 
generation to generation for ever.’’ 



14 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEROWLEE CIIIEFSmP. 


It is clear tliat it was not the intention of the Treaty to 
r ~ confine and limit the succession by the literal meaning of the 
English word “ descendant.” Neither Colonel Low’s personal 
testimony, nor the express terms of the Persian version, are 
required to prove this. Eor Eajah Hurbuksh Pal had no 
desceridant, in the literal sense of the term, when the Treaty 
was made, and never had one ; but the adoption of Pertab Pal, 
as his successor, was recognized. In like manner, Pertab Pal 
had no descendant ; but the adoption of Nursing Pal was un- 
questioned, and the lad whom Nursing Pal has now adopted 
stands in precisely the same relation, collaterally, to him, 
in which he stood fb Pertab Pal. 

It.is evident to me, therefore, that as long as tliere is in 
existence a legal heir to the guddee, as lineally descended 
from Ehurum Pal, the first known Chief of Kerowlee, we 
cannot claim the territories of Kerowlee as a lapse to the 
British Government. 

I am disposed to think that this latter point has not 
been adverted to by the Governor General. His Lordship 
makes no mention of it in his Minutes, and I knmv that His 
Lordship’s strict sense of justice, and scrupulous feelings in 
regard to fidelity to Treaties, would prevent his advocating, 
for a moment, the appropriation of territories to which he 
conceived that another party had a just, or would adduce 
even a doubtful, claim. 

With my views of the justice of this question, I need 
hardly say that I think no argument of policy would war- 
rant onr annexing these tenitories; but I think that the 
recognition of the adoption will be not only just, but politic. 
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The next heir, failing the adoption, seems to be Sooruth Pal, 
the father of Muddun Pal, who is strongly suspected of 
haying compassed the death of the late Maharajah; we know 
that jMuddnn Pal is ready to claim the guddee, and we must 
either . allow ' his succession, or take steps to prove his 
delinquency, and unfitness, on that score, to succeed ; but 
having done that, we must acknowledge the next heir ; there 
are plenty, it seems, in existence. 

If we recognize the adoption, we may take entire charge ^ 
of the property in behalf of the minor. This will enable us to ^ 
put the administration on a better footing than it has been of 
late years, and to make arrangements for the payment of the 
debt due to us, and also, perhaps, for the liquidation of the 
claims of the other creditors; the superintendence should 
not be made a charge to us, but the whole cost should be 
defrayed from the revenues of the State. 

I think the Chiefs of Rajpootana will await, with some 
anxiety, the settlement of this question. I trust, therefore, 
that the Court of Directors will not delay their decision, and 
I think that nothing should be said to Mr. Monck Mason, or 
to the Governor General’s Agent, to lead to the supposition 
that the recognition of the adoption will not be eventuaRy 
communicated . 


(Sd.) P. Ctjrhie. 
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Copy of a Minute by the Hon’bee J. Lowis^ — (dated tbe ^nd September 

1852 .) 

Thebe are two points in tliis case of tlie Kerowlee 
succession, one involving tlie right, the other the expediency, 
of setting aside the adoption made by the late Uajah. 

After giving the whole subject my best consideration, I 
am of opinion that the decision of the Hon’ble Court on the 
Sattara succession must govern this case; and I agree, 
therefore, with the Most Noble the Governor General in 
thinking that we have a right to set aside the adoption. 

It does not appear to me that the antecedent history 
or condition of those Principalities really affects the q^ues- 
tion now before us, because the Treaties with the two States 
are what we have alone to .deal with ; and the first Article 
of the Sattara Treaty, in which the British Government 
agrees to cede, “ in perpetual sovereignty, to the Uajah of 
Sattara, his heirs, and successors, the districts specified on,” 
does confer, and must be held to confer, upon the Uajah of 
Sattara, quite as full a title of sovereignty as was possessed 
by the former Uajahs of Kerowlee under the Peishwa ; and 
we must look at the other Articles of the two Treaties to 
see in what way or degree the plenary sovereign rights 
conferred, or antecedently existing, were, in each case, limit- 
ed. Some stress, I perceive, is laid on the wording of 
the first Article of the iCerowlee Treaty, and my Hon’ble 
colleague. Sir P. Currie, adverts to a discrepancy between 
the English and Persian versions ; but the point, I respectful- 
ly submit, is of no consequence, because all that the first 
Article does is to declare that the Treaty itself is to be 
perpetual, and the real gist of the matter lies in the 
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force and meaning of llic terms employed in tlie second and 
third Articles. 


In the former of tliesc, the Haj is placed under the 
protection of the British Government (hifazut, care, cus- 
tody, is the term used), and in the latter the Rajah'ackno'w- ' 
ledges the supremacy of the British Government (the 
Persian term used is “ Ilaf,” obedience, subjection) ; and 
the question is, vhether these terms, coupled •with the 
remission of the tribute, as made in the fourth Article, are 
sufficient to prove that the two States stand to each other 
relatively in the position of paramount and dependent 
States ? In my opinion, they do this fully. Tliey acknow- 
ledge plainly the paramount authority of the British 
Government within the meaning of the term, as used in 
the proceedings regarding Sattara; and I hold, therefore, 
that the authoritative decision of the highest authority 
in the one case must govern the decision of this other, 
now under discussion. 

The question of expediency is not quite so clear to 
me ; as a general rule, I think that it is a wise policy, 
in all points of view, both as regards the Government 
and the people, to consolidate our ^Empire, a nd to a bsorb 
these isolated and ill-governed Principalities, when it can 
be done without injustice; hut I am not sufficiently well 
versed in the politics of Bajpootana to he able to say 
with confidence whether, on the present occasion, we 
might not, with propriety, abstain from exercising a 
just right and carrying out a sound principle. I must 
say, however, that, as far as the correspondence now 
before us goes, there is nothing which satisfies me that 

c 
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any local expediency calls for sncli an abandonment of 
wliat I believe to be the right course. On this point, 
also, I, therefore, concur witli the Most iS^oblc the Go- 
vernor General ; but, pending the reference to the Ilon’blc 
Court, I should bo glad that Colonel Low had an oppor- 
tunity of stating more at length his reasons for think- 
ing that the absorption of Kcrowlcc would be impolitic 
and inexpedient. 

(Sd.) J. Lowis. 


Copy of a Minute by the !Most Noble the Governor General, — (dated the 

3rd September 1852.) 

I SHOULD have proposed, according to our usual custom 
when there is any difTcrence of opinion, to reserve this 
question for consideration in Council ; but as we all agree 
that it is desirable to obtain the decision of the Court of 
Directors upon the Kerowlee adoption as soon as possible, 
and as the mail goes on the 8th, I beg to add a few words 
upon record. 

There is a double question, as ]\Ir. Lowis observes, in 
this case of ICerowlee,..a,quejtiqmqf_right and. a question oij 
policy. / 

After considering the arguments of Sir D. Currie, 

I stni think that the right is clear of withholding con- 
firmation, founded upon the decision of the Hon’ble Court 
in 1849. 

That decision, as I construe it, did not rule merely 
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as to cases exactly corresponding with that of Sattara. It 
ruled generally that all “ dependent ” States req[uired tlie 
sanction of the supreme power to any adoption proposed 
by them. 

The State of Kerowlee is, by its own admission, not only 
dependent on, hut subject to, the British Government. 

Therefore an adoption by Kerowlee must ever be made 
subject to the right of the British Government to confirm or 
to annul it, as it might judge right. 

In regard to the question of policy, I still thinlc, as 
before, that, on the whole, the arguments for assumption of 
the country preponderate. I do not conceive that, whether 
we take the wording of the English or of the Persian version 
of the Treaty, the intention of it was to recognize aU heirs 
of the original founder of the Baj, or any other than the 
heirs of the Baj ah -with whom it was made ; nor do I think 
that it would he an impolitic act, or one attended -with risk, 
if the Government of India were to take possession of 
Kerowlee at once. 

At the same time I freely admit that the continuance 
\ of the Baj would be a measure calculated to re-assure and to 
' conciliate the good-will of the States of Bajpootana. 

Briefly stated, then, my opinion is, that, after the declara- 
tion of the Court of Dnectors in the case of Sattara, the 
Government of India would not be justified now in confirm- 
ing the adoption at Kerowlee without previous reference to 
the Court. 
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I tliink the right of the Government of India to refuse 
confirmation of the adoption is quite clear, and I think 
that, as regards policy, there is no injustice and no risk in 
refusing confirmation; ndiile the granting of it, and the 
continuance of the Uaj of Kerowlee under its Native rulers, 
would undoubtedly he the more liberal policy, and the one 
most acceptable to. Native States. 


(Sd.) Daxhousie. 


Copy of a Despatch to tlie Hon^ble the Court of Directors, — (No. G9, 
dated the 6th November 1852.) 

In continuation of our letter, No. 56, dated 7th Septem- 
ber last, respecting the succession to the Chiefship of Kerow- 
lee, we have the honor to transmit copies of the further 
correspondence which has taken place on the affairs of that 
Principality. 


Copy of a hlinuto by the Most Noble the Governor General, — (dated the 

2nd October 1862.) 

The Agent in Hajpootana reports that- there has 
appeared a strong party in Kerowlee adverse to the adoption 
made by Nursing Pal. 


The orders to be given are very clear. 

The question of adoption has been referred to the 
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lloii’ble Court. Till tlieir orders are received, no obedience 
to the adoj^ted boy,- or to any other candidate, is to be 
enforced. But the state of Kerowlec is, in the interval, 
under the authority of the British Government, as it was in 
the life-time of the Bajah. Entire obedience must be 
rendered to that authority by everj^body in Kerowlee. If 
obcdieuce on any point be refused to the British Agent, 
acting on behalf of his Government, it must be enforced by 
arms ; and the Governor GencraTs Agent wBl be prepared to 
do so. 

In the mean time disturbance of any kind cannot be 
otherwise than injurious to tiic interests of the State of 
Kerowlee, and of everybody concerned with it. 

These orders should be transmitted to the Besident. 

It may be added that the opinion he expresses, that if 
the adoption had been at once confirmed by the Government 
of India, no opposition would have been made to the boy 
adopted, does not appear to the Governor General in Council 
to be borne out by the correspondence before him. 

(Sd.) Balhotjsie. 


I coNCTin. — ^The question of the future disposal of the 
State of Kerowlee having been referred to the Court of 
Dh’ectors, the British Officers must conduct the Government, 
and put down all opposition or refractory conduct by the 
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strong hand, if necessary, till the decision of the Court is 
recciyed. 


(Sd.) P. CuiiniE. 

I concur. 

(Sd.) J. Lewis. 


Copy of a Despatch from the Ilon’hlc the Court of Directors, — (No. 1, 
dated London, the 2Gth January 1S53.) 

We now reply to your letter in the Poreign Depart- 
ment, dated 7th September, hTo. 6G, 1852, in which you 
report the death of Nursing Pal, the young Bajah of 
KeroAvlee, after adopting, as his son and successor, a boy 
who is a distant Idnsman; and request our instructions 
whether the adoption should be recognized. 

Colonel Low gave his opinion in favor of recognizing 
the adoption, and Sir Prederick Currie supported tlie proposal. 
The Governor General, with whom Mr. Lowis expressed 
his concurrence, inclined rather to declaring the State a 
lapse to the British Government. 

The Governor General has given a fair and impartial 
statement of the arguments on both sides of this important 
question. After having given the fullest consideration to ’ 
the circumstances of this case, we have come to the decision , 
that the succession of Bhurt Pal to the-B/aj jof JSIerowie^ as 
the adopted son of Nursing Pal, "should be sanctioned. 

In coming to this conclusion we do not intend to 
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depart from the principle as laid down in onr Despatch 
of tlie 24th of January 1849, relative to the case of Sattara, 
■which''‘is' referred to hy the Governor General, that there 
is no validity in an adoption for conveying succession 
to a throne and to the rights of sovereignty in a dependent 
Principality in India, unless the adoption shall have received 
the sanction of the supreme power. But it appears to 
us that there is a marked distinction, in fact, between the 
case s of S attara and Kerowlee, which is not sufficiently 
adverted to in the Minute of the Governor General. 
The Sattara -State was one of recent origin, derived alto- 
gether from the creation and gift of the British Government, 
whilit Kerowlee is one of the oldest of the Bajpoot 
States, which has been imderiihej’jile of its hTatlve'Princes 
fromVJJ .periojl^lcng-tinterior to the British power in India. 
ItstandSvtp ns only in relation of a protected aUy. Probably 
there is no' park of India into which it is less desirable, 
except upon the strongest grounds, to substitute our 
Government for that of the Native Bulers. 

In our opinion such grounds do not exist in the present 
case, and we have therefore determined to sanction the 
succession of Bhurt Pal. 

The country will continue as at present to be adminis- 
tered by a British Officer, andwe trust. thafrhefdrethe 
expiratiSa rf' the miaorit?; the State rriU he foaad &eed 
from debt and restored to prosperity. 
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Copy of a Despatch to the Tlon’ble the Court of Directors,— (No, 12, 
dated the 4th February 1854.) 

With reference to previous corrcspontlcncc,® we have 

the honor to forward 

* Onr loUor, No. SO, Onted fill Soptomlior 1852. . 

„ „ „ 09, „ Oth November „ COpiCS Of COlTCSpOnd- 

„ 8, „ 2l8t .Tnmmry 1853. i j m i * 

non’blo Court’s Despatch, No. 1, dated 2Gth CnCC aS ClclailCu. Ill tllC 

Our gononil letter. No. 25, dated 2iid April 1853, aCCOnipanyingi\-hstractj 

^nSo‘'co«r?8 Despatch, No. 32, dated i7ih ^iid of Winutcs recoi’d- 


Angnst 1853, paragraph G. 

Kerowlee affairs. 


cd thereon, relative to 


In your Hon’hle Court’s Despatch, of 2Gth January 

1853, you sanctioned a recognition of the adoption of Bhiirt 

Pal, hy the late Maharajah-p f "owlcc, as liis successor. 

In the interim, howeva^^ . ^ 

T vj pconie apnnj-^cst our instru , ,, , 

adoption was a valid oiv _ ^ , ^...reiit that 

the reigning family, thciCmti.., iioople of Kerowlee, 

objected to the profe^ca adoption of Bhurt Pal, and desired 

to have, as Maharaj^, Muddun Pal, as being a successor/ 

of maturer years, and a nearer relative than Bhurt Pal. j' 


Dpon this, further enquiry was directed, and the Deport 
V, ^ u iQ-i from the Agent to the Governor 

Dated l7th November 18u3. ^ 

General (transmitted herewith) 

contains the result. 


Applying, in the 32nd paragraph of his Deport, the prin- 
ciples he had expounded regarding adoption in Dajpootana, 
Sir H. Lawrence gave it as his decided o^iinion that Muddun 
Pal, as nearest of kin, as accepted hy the Danees, hy the 
nine most influential Thakoors, hy three-fourths of the lesser 
feudal Chiefs, and, " as far as "can he judged, hy the almost 
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general feeling of tlie countiy,” sliould be recognized by 
the Britisli Government as the Mabarajali of Kerowlee in 
tbc absence of any valid adoption by the late Maharajah, 
Nursing Pal. 


Although your ILon’blc Court have sanctioned the 
recognition, as jMaharajah, of Bhurt Pal, by name, we ap- 
prehended that we should be acting in conformity with your 
wishes, though wc should now recognize Muddun Pal. The 
question that was at first referred to your Hon’ble Court 
was not a personal one between the two kinsmen, but one 
regarding the recognition of any adoption. Your Hon’ble 
Court having detennined that adoption shall be permitted, 
we considered that wc should be fulfilling the intentions of 
your Hon’ble Court if we now permitted the adoption and 
succession of Muddun Pal, who had been found to be the 
proper successor since the name of Bhurt Pal yras first 
brought forward. 


The unsettled state of the succession being objection- 
able, we have instructed the Agent to the Governor 
General at once to recognize Muddun Pal as successor 
to the Kerowlee Chiefship, and to take the necessary steps 
for his installation. 

■We have directed that the administration of the Govern- 
ment should be, at the same time, relinquished hy the 
Political Agent ; but that he should continue at Kerowlee 
for the present. We are, however, doubtful as to the expedi- 
ency of maintaining a permanent Political Agent there. 
Our decision on this point vull he communicated to your 
Hon’ble Court hereafter. 


D 
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It having appeared to us necessary to take an engage- 
ment for tlie punctual payment of the debt of Hupees 94,312 
^y instalments before the administration of the State was 
made over to Muddun Pal, the Agent has been directed 
openly to inform him, that any breach of promise for the 
regular payment of the required annual instalment would 
render him liable to have one or more of his districts taken 
possession of for a time by the British Government, and 
managed exclusively by a British Ofdcer, till the whole of 
the debt should be liquidated. 


Copy of a Minute by tbe Most Noble tbe Governor General of India, — 
(dated the 21st March 1853.) 

The prompt measures taken by Sir H. Lawrence for 
putting down open resistance may be fully approved, and he 
may be so informed. 

By this mail a Despatch has been received from the 
Court of Directors recognizing the adoption of Bhurt Pal 
and his succession to the Baj of Kerowlee. 

Since the Court were addressed on this subject, some 
feeling has been shoivn in that State on behalf of Muddun 
Pal. Sir H. LaAvrence in his present Despatch states that 
several of the NatiA’^e Princes round have expressed opinions 
strongly in his favor. It is not stated what are the grounds 
of these opinions ; whether it is mere preference for Muddun 
Pal, or whether they consider him the rightful heir. Doubts 
Avere at one time expressed as to the validity of the adoption, 
even according to their OAvn laAvs. I AA^ould beg the Secre- 
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tary to liavc a ]}rcci^ of tlie facts relating to tliis point 
prepared. 

I tliink I remember tliat a doubtful case of inlieri- 
tance in one of tlic llajpoot States was some time ago 
(1851 ?) submitted to a sort of Puncliayet of Thakoors. I 
beg to have the particulars of that case also. 

(Sd.) DALnoTJSiE. 

I concur. 

(Sd.) J. Lowis. 


I CONCXJU. The Secretary might also make a note of 
the course which was followed for ascertaining the opi- 
nions of the more influential llajpoot Durbars in the case 
of Ahmednuggur, the Chiefship of which was claimed by 
Eedur and J odhpore. 

I thinlc Sir H. Lawrence should be asked what, as far 
as he could judge, was the cause of the Rajahs he mentions 
showing so strong a feeling in respect of Rao Muddun Pal ; 
whether they consider him the rightful\ successor to Hur- 
bukshPal, in preference to the adopted Roy, or if, construing 
the delay which has taken place in the recognition of the 
adoption and our present position in Kerowlee into an 
intention on our part to disallow the said adoption, they 
are apprehensive that we were to take possession of the 
Principality as our own j and are therefore thus earnest in 
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advocating tlie claims of Muddun Pal, a Chief who derives 
his claim, not as a lineal descendant from the Chief witli 
whom we made our Treaty with. Kerowlee, but as the next 
heir in the line of the original founders of the Principality, 
the ]possessors thereof, as the Court observe, long before our 
appearance in the East. 


(Sd.) E. Ctjebie. 


Copy of a Minute by tbe Most Noble tbe Governor General, concurred 
in by tbe Board, — (dated tbe 26tb March 1853.) 

Peom the note of tbe Secretary I perceive that the 
case in Shekawattee does not bear on the present one. 

I think that Sir H. Lawrence should be asked to state 
wbat Were tlie grounds on whicli tbe Chiefs whom he names 
urged the claims of Muddun Pal to the Paj of Kerowlee; 
whether on the ground of informal adoption, or of family 
custom, or on any other ground which would render Bhurt 
Pal not the rightful heir to the Paj. 

Pespecting general formality of the adoption ac- 
cording to Hindoo laws, a case might be put to learned 
Pundits. 

As to the custom of the family, enquiry would best be 
made on the spot. 

Captain M. Mason, I think, has shown the previous 
objection of Muddun Pal to the adoption to be futile. 



SUCCESSION TO TUB KEnOIVLEE CIIIEFSHir. 


29 


If the case should still he doubtful, reference might be 
made to high Uajpoot Chiefs, as Avas done in the case of 
Ecdur. 

I should be glad if the Secretary would search the 
^Minute of Mr. Willoughby (Avhich Aras a text-book upon 
adoption) for anything AAdiich may bear directly on this 
case. 


The Port of KeroA^’■lee has surrendered at once. I do 
not anticipate any risk of disturbance in KeroAvlee from 
delay in deciding the case. If there A\'ere, I should still 
pursue these inA’^estigations, for it A^’•ould be far better to risk 
tumult than to give a Avrongful decision on the succession 
to a throne. 


(Sd.) 

Palhotjsie. 

(Sd.) 

P. Chmme. 

(Sd.) 

J. Loavis. 

Copy of a Minute bj' the Most Noble the Governor 

81st March 1853.) 

General, — (dated the 

The tendency of the several extracts made from Mr. 
Willoughby’s Minute is adverse to the validity of the late 
adoption in KeroArlee. I think the point should be referred 
to the Governor General’s Agent, his attention being draAvn 
to the several doubts connected Avith the case. 


(Sdi) Palhotjsie. 
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Copy of a Minute by tbe Hon^ble Seb F. Cubrie^ Bart.^ — (dated the 

2nd April 1853.) 

The rules for Hindoo adoption are very compreliensive 
and conflicting, and, in practice, tlie exceptions are very 
numerous (witness tlie last adoption in the Hollfar family 
in 1844). I concur that the point should he referred to the 
Governor General’s Agent, hut for report, I think, oiot for 
decision. 


(Sd.) P. Oxjehie. 


Copy of a Minute by tbe Hon’ble J. Lowis, — (dated tbe 2nd April 1853.) 

The validity of the adoption appears very douhtfiil, if 
the strict rule of Hindoo Law he adliered to, hut precedents 
adverse to law were, I have no douht, to he found. In a 
case like this of Kerowlee, the paramount authority may 
very well he guided in sanctioning or withholding its sanction 
of the adoption hy what appears to he most conducive to 
the welfare of the Principality, and I would ask the Agent’s 
opinion on the whole question ; I mean on the expediency* 
as well as. on the validity, of the adoption. 

(Sd.) J. Lowis. 


Copy of a Despatch to tbe Agent to tbe Governor General for tbe States 
of Eajpootana, — (No. 1661, dated tbe 8tb April 1853.) 

With reference to the recent correspondence on the 
subject of succession to the State of Kerowlee, and to yom* 
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lettersj dated the 8th and 10th ultimo, Nos. 266 and 277, I 
am directed to inform you that His Lordship in Council lias 
taken the present opportunity to refer to other cases relative 
to the validity of adoptions. 


His Lordship in Council finds that the rules of adoption 
are very uncertain, the precedents conflicting, and tlic 
customs variable in different Prineipalities and States. His 
Lordship in Council has, however, referred to a Minute 
recorded by Mr. J. P. Willoughby, late a Member of Council 
at Bombay, on a case of adoption which came before him 
from tlie Chiefship of Ahmednuggur, and he finds the 
following points, as reviewed in that Minute, to bear on the 
present case of Kerowlee : — 

I. Mr. Willoughby seems to lay it down as a rule 
that a boy belonging to the family next of kin to the Ciiicf 
should be adopted. 


He then quotes the following passage from Tod’s 
Eajasthan : — 


“Adoptions are often made during the life of the in- 
cumbent when without prospect of issue. The Chief and 
his wife first agitate the subject in private; it is then 
confided to the little Council of the fief: and when propin- 
quity and merit unite, they at once petition the Prince to 
confirm their wishes, which are generally acceded to ; so 


manv interests are to be consuired on Lni= occa=i.on, tnat 
the blind partiaHty of the Cniei to any particular object 
\is always counterpoised by the dders of the who^mnst 

ave a pride in seeing a ptop? 
prefer th.e nearest of to pr 




rfn 
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would be attendant on neglect in this point. On sudden 
lapses tlie wife is allowed tlie privilegej in conjunction mtb 
tliose interested in tbe fief, of nomination, tliougb the case is 
seldom left unprovided for ; there is always a presumptive 
heir to the smallest sub-infeudation of those estates.” 

Again, on this rule Mr. Willoughby, in paragraph 32 of 
his Minute, says, “ another case is cited by Colonel Tod in 
which the prescribed rule of selecting for adoption the 
nearest of kin was not observed, and in such terms as to. 
establish that the exception proves the rule and again, in 
paragraph 39, Mr. Willoughby says, “ the custom of election, 
in default of heirs, is founded on the law of adoption pre- 
vailing among the Hindoos generally ; and although usage, 
no doubt founded on political consideration, warrants the 
rejection of unfit persons, though nearest of kin, the claims 
of propinquity ought not to be disregarded where no cause 
of disqualification exists.” 

The measure of election by the petty Chiefs is. His 
Lordship in Council understands, not complete till the person 
so elected has been adopted by the widow, and, according to 
Colonel Tod (though not according to Colonel Sutherland), 
he should belong to family of the next of kin. 

As an adopted son should always be of tender age, 
it is to be observed that he cannot always be the very- 
next of kin. 

II. A second rule is thus laid down by Mr. Willoughby 
in paragraph 66, “that though a widow may, with the 
sanction of and under the direction of her late husband. 
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adopt a boy, she, having a son at the time of her husband’s 
decease, or giving birth to a posthumous son, cannot adopt 
on the death of that son.” 

III. A third rule appears to be this : — “ The con- 
sent of the Suzerain or Lord Paramount is indispensable 
to the validity of an adoption involving succession to a 
Principality, Jagheer, Surinjaum, or even to Inams. A 
recent reference, Mr. Willoughby observes, to different 
Residents at foreign Courts has clearly established that 
the previous sanction of the superior Government is 
essential to the validity of adoptions under the Govern- 
ments of Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal, Baroda, and in the 
petty States of Bundelkhund, Mehidpore, Nimar, &c.” — 
Faragraph 67. 

The third rule, that the adoption to be valid must 
be confirmed by the paramount power, is. His Lordship 
in Council observes, of little consequence in the Ke- 
rowlee case, as the Government have expressed their readi- 
ness to confirm the adoption should it otherwise be unob- 
jectionable. 

The second rule bears so far upon the present case that, 
if tiie adoption of Bhurt Pal be disallowed, there is no 
widow who can adopt : the late Rajah, Nursing Pal, has left 
none, for he was never married. The widow of his predeces- 
sor, Pertab Pal, cannot now adopt, because her son. 
Nursing Pal, died after his father. 

It is, however, observable that the rule foUoAved in 
Rajpootana is not in accordance with the precedents of 

E 
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our Civil Courts, for at page 8d*, Vol. I., of Macnagh ten’s 
Hindoo Law, tlie Sudder Dcwanny liave ruled that there 
may ho two successive adoptions hy the widows of the 
same man.” 

The first rule hears directly on the case ; but it is ad- 
mitted that there are many exceptions to it. Mr. Willoughby, 
in paragraph 39, and again in paragraph 83, quotes Colonel 
Sutherland for saying that, in cases of adoptions and 
successions to Chicfships, precedents may he quoted for 
almost everything. 

In the Kerowlec case the cousin and family preferred 
are far more distant in relationship than Muddun Pal. 

The ancestor of the adopted hoy separated from the 
principal branch eight generations hack, and it is worthy of 
observation that this branch was not mentioned in the 
Genealogical Tree sent from Kerowlee in 1818, on the occa- 
sion of the former adoption. 

The general rule of Hindoo Law His Lordship in Council 
finds to he laid down at page 21d< of Sutherland’s Synopsis 
of Hindoo Law : — “ It has been intimated by writers on Law 
that proximity of kindred ought to determine the choice of 
an adopted son; but though Nanda Pandita extends this 
principle with elaborate minuteness, it cannot he regarded 
as a rigid maxim of law, vitiating the adoption of a remote, 
where a near kinsman, or of a stranger, where a relative, 
may exist.” 

Sir Thomas Strange, in his work on Hindoo Law, 
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says, “ the nearest male relation of the adopter is the 
proper object of adoption. This injunction forbids the 
adoption of others where a brother’s son is obtainable; 
where there is^ none, the choice should stiD. fall upon the 
next nearest male relation, ivith liberty, in default of 
such, to select from among distant ones, and among 
strangers on failure of all kin. The result of all the 
Authorities upon this point is, that the selection is 
finally a matter of conscience and discretion with the 
adopter, not of absolute prescription rendering invalid 
an adoption of one, not being precisely him who, upon 
spiritual considerations, ought to have been preferred.” — 
Images 73 and 74i of Strange's JElements of Hindoo Law. 

His Lordship in Council is of opinion that the age of 
the late llajah is a very important point in the Kerowlee 
case. Was he legally competent to exercise the right of 
adoption? In other words, had he by law attained his 
majority ? 

All authors agree in saying that the sixteenth year limits 
the term of Hindoo minority; but opinions vary as to 
whether the limit be the first or last day. In Bengal it is 
understood to be the first day, but in Upper India it is the 
last day of the sixteenth year. 

In all other matters the late ruler was not deemed 
of age; he was not entrusted with the administration 
of affairs, and he was not full sixteen years old. 

Muddun Pal, it is observed, has referred to the fact of 
the late llajah being unmarried as rendering the adoption 
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invalid; but in Macnagbten’s Hindoo Law, see Yol. I., page 
66, and VoL II., page 175, it is stated that a bachelor can 
adopt. 

A regard to the above considerations has inclined 
His Lordship in Council to take, on the whole, a some- 
what unfavorable view of the validity of the late adop- 
tion ; but he would invite you carefully to consider them 
as they bear on the present case, and report your opinion 
for the final orders of Government. 

With reference to the preference expressed by some 
of the Chiefs for Muddun Pal, His Lordship in Council 
would be glad to be quite certain of the grounds of that 
preference, and to know whether the Thakoors are actuated 
by a mere personal liking for this Chief, or whether 
they consider him to be the rightful heir ; and he invites 
you to state your opinion, as well on the doubts expressed 
of the validity of the adoption, as to the expediency, 
should the adoption be incapable of being maintained, 
of acknowledging Muddun Pal or some other person to 
succeed as ruler. But on this latter case you would pro- 
bably be guided by whatever appears most conducive to 
the welfare of the Principality. 


From Lieutenant-Colonel Sir H. M. Lawrence, k.‘ c. b.. Governor 
General'’s Agent for the States of Bajpootana, to J, P. Grant, Esq., 
Secretary to Government of India, Foreign Department, — (No. 1178, 
dated Camp Ahoo, the 17th November 1853.) 

I HAVE had the honor of receiving your letter, No. 
1661, dated 8th April 1853, regarding the succession to 
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the state of Ivcrowicc, in which the !^Iost Noble the Governor 
General in Council directs me carefully to consider the 
llulcs of Adoption as they hear on the present case, and 
to report my opinion for the final orders of Government, 
not only on the validity of Bhurt Pal’s adoption, hut on 
the grounds of “ the preference expressed hy some of the 
Chiefs for ]\fuddun Pal,” as to whether they arc actuated 
hy a mere personal liking, or consider him to he the 
rightful heir of the ICcrowlcc State. I am also invited 
to give my opinion, in the event of the validity of the 
adoption not being maintained, as to the expediency of 
acknowledging iMuddim Pal, or some other person to 
succeed, as ruler. 

Keferring to the general questions your letter contains 
regarding the law of adoption recognized in this part 
of India, I beg to enclose, for the information of His 
Ixirdship in Council, abstracts of the replies of the several 
Political Agents and Superintendents in Rajpootana to 
Circulars issued hy me, calling for information on the 
customs of adoption prevailing within their Circles of 
superintendence, and in Rajpootana generally; and on 
the views held in their neighbourhood on the con- 
flicting claims of the rival candidates for the throne of 
Ivcrowlec. The opinions of the Political Agents of the 
Myhe-Rantah, Paldunpore, and Gwalior, as also of Co- 
lonel Dixon of Ajmere, were likewise sought as to the 
customs prevailing under their Agencies ; and I was obli- 
gingly furnished hy the late lamented Lieutenant-Governor 
of Agra, as well as hy the Political Agent, Meywar, with 
a valuable paper drawn up in 1847, at the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s request, hy Mr. Brandreth, c. s., on the occasion 
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of some disputed successions amongst the Istumrardars 
of Ajmere. The replies of the sovereigns of the several 
Hajpoot States to questions on the same subject are also 
enclosed. .The answers from Oodeypore, Jodhpore, Jey- 
pore, Beekaneer, and Boondee, to questions on succession, 
circulated in the year 184.4, as also the replies to other 
questions sent round at different periods by my prede- 
cessors and by the Commissioner of Ajmere, have been 
consulted. I have also examined not only the printed 
papers on succession, and the voluminous records of my 
Office, hut Elphinstone’s, Maenaghten’s, Tod’s, and Suther- 
land’s publications on inheritance; and, finally, I have 
carefully studied Mr. Willoughby’s elaborate and able 
Minute on the Ahmednuggur succession. Erom these 
various Authorities and opinions, though we cannot lay 
down inflexible rules for every case of inheritance, 
enough may be deduced for general guidance in Baj- 
pootana. 

In many points, and some of them material ones, 
the Officers who have given their opinions differ : the 
difference generally is, however, in favor of the Hindoo 
Law of primogeniture, and often arises from the peculiar 
circumstance of the cases brought to notice. 

The answers from the Native Courts may he biassed 
here and there, to advocate particular questions pending 
in their own families; but there runs throughout one 
' broad, well-defined principle, in which aU parties agree, 
and that is, “ publicity and the concurrence of the family, *’ 
friends, and advisers of the deceased Prince.” The seven- 
teen sovereign States (including Grwalior) now consulted 
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are also onanimjlus on two points wHch Mr. Secretary 
Allen’s letter under reply, quoting Mr. 'W’illougliby’s 
blinute on Abmednuggur, considered contrary to rule; 
that is, the Hajpootana and Grwalior sovereigns say that 
the age ^ the adopted person is i mmaterial; and, with 
the single exception of Boondee, they declare that a 
I second adoption is lawful. 

The selection of an heir, though intended for the 
quiet of the soul of the deceased, is made to hend, in 
the case of a Hajpootana Principality, to the welfare of the 
State. "Whilst the inferior feudatory, whether Rajpoot 
or Ryot, is hound to adopt either his “next of kin,” or one 
of his family; a greater latitude is allowed to a reigning 
sovereign, who is anxious to provide, in default of issue, 
the most worthy successor to his throne. Thus, by “the 
fiction of adoption” (in the words of Mr. Thomason, in 
a demi-ofdcial letter to my address), both the political 
and religious object is gained. The instances, therefore, 
of selection by sovereigns during life-time are numerous ; 
they are, however, confined to those near of kin (brothers 
and nephews) from among whom a choice is allowed. 
The selection seems to depend on the personal influence 
of the parties concerned with the Royal family and 
Chiefs, and the ability of the sovereign to disregard the 
claims and the power of the legitimate heir. Even a reign- 
ing Prince, however, would not have the power of passing 
over liis near relations, except in cases of unfitness, and 
adopting distant ones to their exclusion. 

In Guzerat the “nearest of kin” is always adopted, 
or, if passed over, it is “ with his own consent.” His strong 
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claims are also tacitly acknowledged in B-ajpootana, since 
it is not unusual to give him some sop when he is passed 
over; and no means are left untried to procure his ac- 
quiescence to the nomination of the successful candidate. 
In this way the claim of the Maharajah of Khandoo in 
Banswara was in the year 1838-39 bought off by his rival, 
even though, in the first instance, the former bad, with 
the other Chiefs, acquiesced in the election of his opponent, 
and thereby waived his own claim. His plea for after- 
opposition was the very common one on such occasions, that 
at the outset his assent had been forced. A stranger, or one 
not in the family, can hardly be adopted ; for the influence 
of important members of the Royal family, combined with 
that of the Chiefs and feudatories who might join their 
standard, would prevent any Prince neglecting their just 
claims ; risking perhaps the life of his 'protege, if not the 
due performance of those very funeral obsequies by which 
he hopes to obtain repose for his oivn soul. But as there 
are exceptions to every rule, so have even aliens been 
adopted. The present Rajah of Pertabghur’s adoption 
into the family of Hoongurpore, in the year 1820, is an 
instance. 

On a sovereign’s death without isSue, and without having 
named an heir, or signified his wishes to his family and 
Chiefs, the choice of the widow is ordinarily restricted to 
very narrow bounds, and the power of the nearest of kin, if 
closely related, is much increased ; for his previously acquired 
influence, added to his present position, gives him an impor- 
tance which it would be neither wise nor safe to disregard ; 
and unless there be some mental or physical disqualification, 
he succeeds in such a case to the throne or Chiefship. 
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On tlie death of the adopted heir after his accession, a 
second adoption may he made by the same widow, gnided 
by the same rules as in the first ; and “ every one who was 
consulted in maldng the first adoption, has the same power 
in the second.” Several cases in point have been given by 
the Political Ofidcers consulted, and sixteen sovereigns, 
including Gwalior, lay this down as the proper course 
to be followed in case of the death of the first nominee. 
The B-ajah of Boondee answers that the “next of kin” 
should succeed to the throne. The Political Agents at 
Jeypore and Jodhpore (Major Bickards and Sir Bichmond 
Shakespear), each give an instance of three adoptions in 
one Chiefship, and they, with other Oflicers, show that a 
second is common. 

Tlie age of a person adopted in Bajpootana is imma- 
terial. Instances have occurred at all periods of life. The 
present sovereigns of Marwar and Kotah, the present 
and the last Banas of Meywar, and the late Bajah of 
Banswarra, are all examples of adults having been chosen. 
The Political Agents also adduce many instances in Chief- 
ships. The Jeypore and Bholepore Durbars say a boy is 
best ; Maharajah Tukht Singh of Marwar is in favor of 
a man ; the other fourteen sovereigns say it is indifferent 
whether the selected person be an adult or a child. The 
late Maharana of Meywar (Sirdar Singh) was a notable 
instance of age being no objection. His predecessor’s two 
wives having performed Suttee, a widow of an elder brother, 
who had died young, in concert with the Minister and a 
clique, desired to adopt a child. Sirdar Singh’s nephew, 
the son of his younger brother, Sher Singh. On the 
grounds of Sirdar Singh being the nearest of kin to the 

p 
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deceased, and thereby his undoubted heir, the Political 
Agent, Colonel Spiers, interfered, and Sirdar Singh was 
elected. Government approved “the (his) judicious pro- 
ceedings.” In the year 1827, the Governor General in 
Council also accepted the unanimous award of a Punchayut 
of Brahmins assembled by the Political Agent, Mr. 
Eveylyn Gordon, at Kotah, that “the age of the person 
(adopted) does not in the slightest degree affect his right of 
adoption.” Mr. Willoughby, who is deservedly a great 
authority, ridicules the adoption of an adult. I confess 
I cannot perceive the force of his objections, looldng on 
the ceremony, as I do, as a conventional fiction. I have 
used the words “election” and “adoption” in this paper 
somcAvhat indiscriminately, I may, therefore, here remark 
that I consider adoption properly to be limited to the act of 
one individual; election to that of several, hut to require 
the forms of adoption to complete it. 

Opinions are pretty equally divided as to the period 
at which a minor is considered of age in Rajpootana ; about 
half the sovereigns say sixteen, some eighteen, some only 
twelve and thirteen. The ileypore, Kotah, and other 
Rajahs, who fix the period at the completion of sixteen 
years, nevertheless declare that a minor can adopt, provided 
he is at the point of death, and, “ with the advice of the 
Royal relations, &c., adopts the presumptive heir to the 
throne.” But this, as far as the right to succession is 
concerned, would he an act of supererogation, as it is at 
the same time laid down by these Authorities, and is a 
rule of Hindoo Law that, during his minority, though 
reckoned the sovereign ruler of the State, the young 
Prince is to he implicitly obedient in all his acts to the 



SUCCESSION TO THE KEUOWLEE CUIEFSIIIP. 


43 


“ old Councillots of his father and the family Punch his 
acts, therefore, separate from these Councillors, &c., can 
have no weight ; he is not supposed to have, nor can a boy 
have, a choice of his own. 

Since also he cannot marry (a ceremony incumbent on 
all llajpoots to perform at as early an age as possible) " till 
he has come into undisputed possession of his inheritance,” 
the fact of marriage may be regarded a very good criterion 
as to his being uncontrolled master of his own actions and 
sole ruler of the State. Until marriage, tlierefore, he may 
be regarded in his minority, whatever be his age, and any 
adoption by him, previous to that ceremony, would probably 
be contested, unless his choice be the nearest of kin, who 
has also the majority of the Thakoors on his side. 

At page 38 I have referred to one undeviating rule 
in which all Authorities agree, and Avithout which the 
adoption Avould be invalid, namely, that every step in the 
affair should be taken with the concurrence of the chief 
members of the family, the Chiefs of the State, and the 
Councillors of the deceased Prince that “ the ceremonies 
should be performed in public,” with rejoicings equal to 
those at the celebration of a marriage, so that the fact may 
be proclaimed to the whole world. Great stress is very 
properly laid on these points, as the only means of counter- 
acting the designs of any scheming woman, eunuch, or 
Minister, who, otlierwise, might sacrifice the interests of the 
i§tate to his or her own ambitious ends. In a country, too, 
n'^here Suttee has hitherto prevailed, the senior -wife’s sacrifice 
of herself must have lessened tlie popularity of the surviving 
fyives, leaving them little more than tools in the hands of 
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tlie chief parties in the State, on n’^hom the choice of a 
snecessor Tvould thus actually devolve. It is, therefore, very 
important to insist on all the j)uhlic ceremonies of adoption 
which Bajpootana customs demand; the more so, that we 
are apt to he misinformed and influenced hy those at the 
time in authority, and that our crushing power enables us 
to carry out measures that no Native State could enforce. 

As a sovereign must desire that the Thakoors should 
carry oat his wishes regarding his successor, he has a strong 
reason for conciliating them. They arc raised in their own 
estimation hy the occasional exercise of their elective power ; 
and as the same rules that guide the succession of their 
rulers apply, in the main, to themselves, there is a guarantee 
for its honest and judicious use. By the so frequent neglect 
of carrying out, during their own lives, the ceremonies 
necessary to ensure undisputed succession, the Princes of 
Rajpootana would appear to prefer leaving the arrangement 
to their constitutional advisers. There are numerous recent 
instances of this weakness; that of Banswarra, already 
referred to, is the most remarkable : the dying Rajah 
directed his one wife to live for their daugliter, and impre- 
cated curses on his Thakoors if they permitted the widow 
to perform Suttee; yet he gave no intimation regarding 
a successor. 

The Records of my Office also show that, in every 
case of succession since the year 1818, the Government oJ 
the day and my predecessors have, in their several orde rs 
a nd recommendations, invariably been influp.ncp.d h y. ani 
h ave dwelt on. the wishes of the widow, thq Chiefs, anc 
the Oouncfllors of the Principality. On several occasionf 
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also of disputed succession, as at Jeyporeinl819, Banswarra 
in 1838, Kerou’lce in 183 9, and Doongurjioor in 184!6, 
tlie orders eventually given after mucli discussion and cor- 
respondence, appear to have been mainly, if not entire ly, 
influenced by public opinion and tlie AvisEes~^ the Thakoorsi 
and others concerne d. 

I have shown that a second adoption is permitted. I 
may add that, in stating that all the persons who had a 
right to vote in the first election are also entitled to parti- 
cipate in the second ten, including Gwalior, out of the 
seventeen Princes consulted by me, mention the mother 
among the privileged persons. Thus, Gwalior says “ widow , 
then ^mother and fath er Serohi, “ widow, then the Chiefs 
and advisers while Kotah gives the right to the widow, 
then the widow of the former Prince.” I have accordingly 
included Kotah as naming the mother, inasmuch as “ the 
widow of the former Prince” is the adoptive mother of the 
present one, and takes the place of his natural parent. 
I have also little doubt that the seven sovereigns who 
made no mention of the mother, meant to include her 
among “ the members of the family in Council,” which is 
the Banswarra answer ; or among ‘'the advisers,”which is 
that of Serohi. 

As far as I can gather from the printed papers regard- 
ing Bundelkhund, and from certain answers obligingly sent 
to me by Major Malcolm, the Boondela Bajpoots follow 
much the same rules, in matters of inheritance, as do those 
v>>f Bajpootana. I beg to be understood to desire to explain 
qO much of those rules, or rather of those practices, as apply 
,to the present case, and not to pretend to enter on the 
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general question of Hindoo inherilanco by adoption, as 
interpreted by any of tlic schools. I now proceed to apply 
the preceding remarks. 

'’At the age of fifteen years and .seven months, Maha- 
rajah Nursing Pal died, after “several months” iUncss: 
liis death was reported on the 11th duly 18.52 j but on the 
18th of the previous month, or 23 days earlier, the Politi- 
cal Agent had communicated to the Governor General’s 
Agent his “fear that Ills Highness’s protracted indisposition 
would terminate in dcatli.” The Political Agent “ xusited the 
Maliarajah several times during his illne.ss : on the after- 
noon of the 10th July, I (he) received a khurceta from his 
Highness, dated on the preceding day, in which he an- 
nounced that ho had adopted, &c.” Later in the evening, 
hearing that the Maharajah was sinking, Lieutenant M. 
Mason went to him. “He rallied and took notice of me, 
but had not strength to speak. Through one of his con- 
stant favorite attendants I questioned him relative to the 
khurceta which I had received. His Highness partially 
raised himself up, and, with much earnestness depicted on his 
features, endeavoured to address me in reply; inarticulate 
sounds, however, only fell from his lips.” Prom that time 
he grew weaker. The Political Agent left him at 8 r. 3t., and 
at 9|- P. M. heard “ that his Highness liad deceased without a 
recurrence of sensibility.” Lieutenant M. Mason proceeds 
to state that he has no doubt that the late Maharajah adopt- 
ed Bhurt Pal of his own free will on the 9th, and caused 
the letter of announcement “ to be prepared and sealed, and 
that it was sent to me by him on the 10th idem.” The 
deposition of the Native Doctor and of seven other persons 
were taken by the Native Deputy Agent, and they all 
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agreed that the Maharajah Avas quite iu his senses then and 
for the day after the letter Avas AA'ritten. It is, liOAvever, 
remarkable that all these AA’itnesses are men of little or no 
note ; indeed, that only one of them, a Mahomedan, can be 
considered in the iiosition of a gentleman ; that not one Avas 
a Uajpoot, and that the only Avoman mentioned Avas the 
[Maharajah’s mother, Mahjce Goo, Avho, by the fiction 
of adoption, Avas no longer his mother, and AA^ho had no 
proper business in the Port of Kerowlee, Arhere, hoArever, 
also and of right, resided four other ladies, AAndows of 
two preceding Maharajahs. One of these ladies, by name 
Nurrookejee, was the adoptive mother of Nursing Pal, 
and according^ to ten of the sovereigns whom I have 
consulted, and according to the spirit of all their answers, 
had the first right to adopt, or at least to be consulted 
in an election ; yet she says in her letter to my address, 
No. 6 of enclosures, that no adoption whatever took place. 

Another Ranee, by name Siesodajee, Avidow of Maha- 
rajah Hurbux Pal, declares that, though she visited the 
young Maharajah on the day of liis death, she heard 
nothing of the adoption. This is probably an exaggeration ; 
but the facts mentioned by the seven attendants of the 
deceased Prince, and Lieutenant M. Mason’s letter of 14th 
July, show that the matter was kept most private. That 
notwithstanding the long illness of the Maharajah, and the 
expectation of the Political Agent that it would terminate 
fatally, not the slightest mention was made to him of a 
successor until the last moment; that the question had 
been agitated at his Highness’s bedside five days before his 
death ; that the letter to Lieutenant M. Mason had been 
ordered three days before it Avas written, and yet was not 
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sent to the Political Agent (whose consent ought to have 
been obtained before a single step was taken in the matter) 
until the day after it was prepared, and until the Maharajah 
was lying speechless within three or four hours of death. 
This letter, too, to the Political Agent, seems to have 
been the beginning and end of the ceremony of adoption. 
It is not even shown that the adopted boy, Bhurt Pal, 
was brought into the presence of the dying Maharajah, 
much less that “ relations. Brahmins, &c., were called 
in, presents given, and nuzzurs presented to the child 
seated on a throne.” 


Such having been the case, it appears needless to deter- 
mine whether Nursing Pal’s age admitted of his making the 
adoption. The sovereigns of Rajpootana make no objection 
to a minor adopting ; but, as I have shown, they all 
stand out for the ceremonies, and for the publicity, so 
glaringly wanting in the above-noted proceedings. Though, 
therefore, the Ranees, widows of Nursing Pal’s prede- 
cessors, living under the same roof, could have hardly 
failed to have heard what was going on, they seem to 
me fairly entitled to assert that no adoption, according 
to Hindoo law, had taken place. That His Lordship in 
Council may have a clear view of the arguments in favor 

of the respective claimants, I annex 
to this Report an abstract of the 
opinions of the Political Agent, who leans strongly to the 
side of Bhurt Pal. Also an abstract and copies of three 

letters of Mahjee Goojee to that 
Officer. On the other hand, in favor 
of Muddun Pal, are his father’s 
answers to my questions on adoption. 


Enclosure No. 9. 


Nos. 1, 4, and 13. 


No. 12. 
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„ , . . . , ^ nnd the Icilcrs of ilio three Eanees 

of Kcrowlcc already referred to, one 
of them being, as I have stated, the adoptive mother'^' of 
the late Itnjah, and the vidow of his predecessor, and having 
at least the best right of any lady to he consulted ; vhilc 
^lahjcc Goojeo, the natur.al mother of Kursing Pal, ndio 
alone teas consulted, had no right at all in the matter. 
Jily predecessor, Colonel Low, indirectly allowed in 18i8 
the sti]icrior rights of a predecessor’s widow in the ahscncc 
of ;i widow of the Prince just deceased, when he denied 
the claim of llurbuksh Pal’s widow to be guardian of 
Xursing Pal. “ unless in the very unconnnon case of there 

S-- ' * 

being no wido^v .alive of the last sovereign.” 


rarnfrmp?! 3 cf JJrt, 132, of 
23ril S<‘ji'.'!f)iljrr lS.'i2, n n! to 
(!tivi‘r!iiri«':i!. nilti (it>. 

vrrr.or ni'niTiil'H Ie!(<T,No. 73S, 
of Jill October 


Lieutenant [Mason’s argument in favor of Bhurt 
Pal, that, in consequence of the 
Chiefs being compelled to reside on 
their own Lstates bv order of the 
Governor General’s Agent, their sig- 
natures were not appended to the 
document purporting to be a certificate of adoption, loses 
its value by the facts that the Ranees and others who loere 
present in the Port of ICcrowlce, and who might and 
ought to have been consulted, were not; that the said 
Chiefs, when they had an opportunity of expressing their 
wishes, almost unanimously voted, not for Bhurt Pal, but 
for jMuddun Pal; further, that when they were summon- 
ed to meet me at ICcrowlce at a few hours’ notice, they 
attended at a full Durbar, and, as their letter states. 


• Since tl’is pnni^mph vns copied, I Iinvo nFCcrininod tiint Ifnneo ChuncTclnnjco 
vro 5 tlio adoptive inollicr ; on her donth, Kanco Knrrookejco took her place as Chief 
Ranee, and, coneequoiitly, ns adoptive mother of Nursing Pal. 
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expressed to me personally tlicir wislies in favor of Mnddun 
Pal. Thus, had the signatures of those entitled to vote 
been appended at all to the letter of Nursing Pal to the 
Political Agent, they would have been in opposition to, 
not in approval of, the quasi-adoption. 

In reference to the claim of Muddun Pal, the Genea- 
logical Tree of the Nerowlee family, prepared by 
Lieutenant M. Mason (copy* of which is annexed), shows 

^ „ that the common ancestor of the 

* No. IG. , . 

rivals was Pajah LhmmmPal; and 
as all the descendants of the eldest son suceeeded to the 
throne of Kerowlee, till that branch became extinct, to 
the exclusion of the other sons or their children, so was 
it needful that the progeny of the second son should 
enjoy the throne before it fell to the descendants of the 
third. I place no weight on the Kerowlee Deputy Agent’s 
assertion, in his laboured Roobukaree enclosed in Lieute- 
nant M. Mason’s letter of 14th July 1852, that Bhurt 
Pal’s immediate ancestor was really senior to Muddim 
Pal’s, though Dhurum Pal, the father of both, had, by 
mistake, placed him below his brother. I have nowhere 
else heard the same argument used ; or that, as the 
Deputy asserts, Bhurt Pal’s grandfather’s claim was 
brought forward when Nursing Pal was elected, but that 
there was then no justice in Kerowlee. The fact is that 
Bhurt Pal’s branch was not even referred to in the Genea- 
logical Tree or Reports of 1848. Colonel Low, the Governor 
General’s Agent’s _ words of that day were, “ although 
there has been some quarrelling respecting the guardian- 
ship of the boy (Nursing Pal), there has been none as to 
the selection itself besides, when a man has, for a 
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hundred or more years, been considered an elder brother, 
it is now rather late in the day to assert that his half- 
brother was horn a few minutes earlier, hut by mistake was 
recorded as later. The choice made of Raj ah Nursing Pal in 
184i8 was, therefore, correct, and, again quoting Colonel 
Low’s words, was “ according to long-established Rajpoot 
usages in such cases;” hut Nursing Pal was, on his 
accession, in exactly the same position that Muddun 
Pal is at present, namely, Rao of Hudotee, and recognized 
as next of kin to the deceased Rajah of Kerowlee. On JRao 
Nursing Pal’s elevation to the Raj, Thakoor Muddun Pal 
succeeded to the title and estate of Hao of Hudotee. The 
same claims, therefore, which secured the Raj to Nursing Pal 
and the Raoship to Muddun Pal tlien^ entitle the latter to 
the succession now ; and the Governor General in Council 
wiR observe that this point is expressly urged in liis favor 
by the Ranees of Kerowlee in their letters. 

The two memorials of the Thakoors, &c., and the 
letters of the Ranees express the 
feelings .of the legitimate advisers 
of the Raj on the present question. On the occasion of 
the disputed succession at Kerowlee in 1830, when, accord- 
ing to Mahjee Goojee, the Thakoors perjured themselves, 
there never was a majority in favor of the successful 
candidate in any way equalling that now voting for 
Muddun Pal; half or more of the Chiefs at the outset 
were against Pertah Pal ; by degrees he gained them over, 
untn at the end he had a majority : while now, out of 38 
of the greater Chiefs enjoying a rental of Rupees 80,650, 
only eight of the very smallest, holding lands worth 
Rupees 6,800, have not signed one or other of the memorials 
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in favor of Mucldnn Pal. Allogetlicr, 72 Chiefs and landed 
Proprietors and OHicers, small and great, have affixed 
their names to one paper, Avhile fourteen .Tudoon Chiefs 
of Suhulglmr, which was formerly under Kerowlcc, hut 
was Avrested from that State by Seindiah, being, as I under- 
stand, all the leading men of the pergunnali, have come 
forward to vote at the election of a Chief of their clan, the 
Judoons. 

0 

Lieutenant M. IMason expresses his belief that the 
Avislics of the ICcrowlec Chiefs in favor of i\tuddun Pal 
arc neither from personal liking nor from conviction of 
his right, but solely from intrigue and a desire to per- 
petuate misiuilc. The Trans-Churabul Judoons and the 
citizens of Kerowlcc appear to bo as warm for i\Iuddun Pal 
as are the Kerowlcc Chiefs, and yet they, especially the 
citizens, can hardly have the same motive. It is very 
possible that many have no personal liking one way or the 
other ; but it is very unlikely that all, the weak as avcII as 
the strong, should desire anarchy. Besides, it is notorious 
that in all Nath'e States there is a strong feeling for the 
Baj and for the legitimate successor. IndiAuduals from 
personal motives may desire a change, and Avill plot to up- 
set the right, but it is seldom found that the Avhole country 
will go with the wrongful claimant. The other reason 
assigned is intrigue ; probably there has been some on both 
sides, but none has been shown on that of Muddun Pal ; 
though heir-at-law to the Baj, he was born a poor Thakoor, 
and only recently came into the Estate of Hudotee ; he is 
therefore a poor man, and is in debt. On Nursing Pal’s 
death he was under arrest, though not in prison ; and in 
the very letter of the Political Agent, announcing to the 
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Governor General’s Agent Bhurt Pal’s adoption, he re- 
ported at paragraph G having prohibited Muddim Pal’s 
“ eomiminicating verbally, or by message, or by letter, 
Tvith any one, except a few nccessaiy companions and 
attendants this was not a position to increase his in- 
tlncncc or cnconragc waverers and intrigners ; nevertheless, 
the llao of Suriunt ra, Avho having an important case in Court 
and wishing to gain favor with the Political Agent, went to 
him lioping for some hint as to whom he should vote for, 
on being told to please himself, voted for ]\Iuddun Pal : this 
was an attempt at intrigue against j\Iuddun Pal, not for 
him, by one whoso feelings were evidently in his favor. 

j^Iuddun Pal and the Thakoors of Kerowlee have been 
tried by the test proposed to Colonel Sutherland by the un- 
successful candidate for the llaj of Jiisliengurh in ISttl, as 
reported in the following words to Government on 19tli 
October of that year : He did not pretend to deny that 

the measure has the approval of the Chiefs, but says that 
they are poor and interested. When I asked him what 
the British Government was to do in a case of this kind, 
he said, ‘ take possession of the Port ; take all power out 
of the hands of those who have the means of bribing 
and corrupting the Chiefs, and then take their unbiassed 
and honest votes.’ ” More than this has been done. The 
Port is in our possession, and not a Thakoor of Kerowlee 
has a shadow of power in affairs of State. 

On the whole, then, from what I saw and heard at 
Kerowlee in Pebruary last, and from the correspondenee 
of tlie last seven months, as well as from the opinions 
of Majors • Bickards and Anderson and Captain Brooke 
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(the other Agents giving no opinion), I am decidedly of 
opinion that it is the conviction of the aristocracy of 
that petty State that Mnddun Pal is the lawful heir, and 
that they have voted for him accordingly, and would have 
fought for him hut for our presence : I believe they are 
also influenced hy a hope of getting rid of the Political 
Agency. In this double feeling I consider that the citi- 
zens of Kerowlee, the Soldiers, and the Garrisons of the 
Ports go hand in hand with the Thakoors. Last year the 
townspeople shut their shops on a frivolous complaint; 
since then, two out of the three principal Ports have been 
in armed opposition, and against one I have been obliged 
to send heavy guns. In all these eases intrigue was liinted 
at, and Muddun Pal’s name was mentioned in connection 
with both the Ports ; hut I have seen no reason whatever 
to suppose that lie^ directly or indirectly, instigated oppo- 
sition in any of the cases, though a paper found at 
Nerrowlee shows that Ootgurh was in his favoi’, and a hoy 
of the Nerrowlee Garrison states in his deposition that they 
sent to Muddun Pal for orders, hut that he would have 
nothing to say to them. These Ports have always taken 
an aetive part'in disputes and disturbances ; and, in 1839, 
they supported Maharajah Pertab Pal for many months, 
when the Panees and opposing Thakoors held the City of 
Kerowlee against him. 

I may here recall to mind the fact that Lieutenant 
M. Mason has a very had opinion of Muddun Pal, and 
preferred charges against him of compassing Nursing Pal’s 
death, hut that my predecessor fully acquitted him of the 
erime. More recently the Political Agent’s opinion seems 
to have a good deal changed, for, in a late dcmi-ofiicial 
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letter, lie tells me lie does not tliink Muddun Pal has a bad 
heart, hut that he "vvas influenced by had , advisers. It is 
hut fair I should add that Muddun Pal’s conduct has been 
most exemplary since I joined this Agency; that he 
instantly took my advice, and, in March last, to he out 
of the way of intrigue, proceeded to Jeypore, and has quietly 
remained there ever since. 

As called upon in Mr. Allen’s letter, I have given my 
opinion on several questions not immediately hearing upon 
the present case. It would have been easier and more 
in keeping with my previous knowledge to have restricted 
myself to the simple facts that there has been no regular 
or legal adoption ; that Muddun Pal is the nearest of kin 
to the deceased Uajah; and that the higher classes of 
Kerowlee society are almost unanimous in his favor. It 
was hardly necessary to show that one of the Ranee widows, 
who is also on his side, is, by Rajpootana practice, entitled 
to adopt, and that Muddun Pal’s age does not preclude 
him from being adopted. 

I might, hoAvever, have dwelt more on the disrespect 
to the British Government of not asking its permission 
to adopt Bhurt Pal. In the case of the adoption by his 
brother of the present Maharana of Oodeypore, Governnient 
expressed disapprobation, and refused acknowledgment for 
the time, because there had been no previous intimation 
given. The confirmation of the Suzerain is necessary in 
al l cases; he is the arbitrator in all contested adoptions: 
he can set aside one or other for informality, irregularity, 
or for misconduct; hut it does not appear by the rules 
or practices of any of the sovereignties, or by our own 
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practice witli the Istuinrardars of Ajmere, that the para- 
mount can refuse confirmation to one or other claimant, 
and confiscate the estate, however small. 

By the kindness of Colonel Dixon I have now be- 
fore me the vernacular proceedings regarding adoption to 
a single village -in Ajmere commenced in 18di2, swelled out 
to 233 documents, and ended in 18d'9. On the death of the 
Thakoor, his widow reported she had adopted one Sheodeen 
Singh, who was accordingly put in possession of the village. 
After more than three years’ occupancy of the estate hy 
him, they quarrelled, when she petitioned and denied 
having adopted him; lie was accordingly deprived of the 
village, and after three more years’ litigation, his depriva- 
tion Avas confirmed and another adoption made. In this 
case the Nath^’e Local Authorities recommended resumption ; 
hut the late Lieutenant-Governor directed three questions 
to he put, the first and most material being, Avas Sheodeen 
Singh (the man in possession three years) adopted Avith the 
free consent of the Thakooranee, and were the ceremonies 
of adoption fulfilled ?” A Punchayet declared that they 
had not, on Avhich another adoption Avas ordered, after 
nearly seven years of vexatious litigation. 

I adduce the above case, at the risk of being 
tedious, not that I would have listened to the old lady 
after three years’ silence, but for two reasons : Ji7'st, because 
I came to the question of Hindoo inheritance with a strong 
sense of my. unpreparedness, and am pleased to find that the 
opinions I have formed as to Bajpootana rules, from a 
careful ' perusal of every document in my Office bearing 
on the question, coincide, in the main, with the recorded 
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views of such men as the late Mr. Tliomason, Lord 

Metcalfe, and Colonel Sutlier- 

* See cr.eleinrc!: N'o*. ]0 nntl - , ^ . , , 

20 for Eoni JtHeaires ami Colonel land tiiat opiniou lioing tlial, 

Sua'-erlamlV- opinions. 7 ,t - 7 T> • i 

by the cxisliny a llajpootarifi. 
Chicfsliip, great or small, can never c-dir^at to tlie 
Suzerain, except hy rchcllion, and, indeed, that a Ilajpoot 
Sovereifrn seldom excludes an heir for tlie ofl'enee of hin 
progenitor. In stating this opinion, I am hound to add 
tlini I do not agree with Sir Richmond .Shahoipear 
and other able Oilicers that Rajpootana, or part of it, 
would not pay as British Territory. 'Witli simple institu- 
tions consonant to tlie foaiiiLg; of the people, Kerowlee 
or any other rrindpallty shoald be no more a hurf.^iati 
than most parts of the ycrt’h.-West rroo'in.ee'-. t^r-e. 
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recognized by themselves should he put into a tangible 
and accessible form, and that there should be some standard 
exposition of Avhat is their prescriptive law, showing the 
houses, in each family and sovereignty, from whicli succes- 
sors should be drawn ; in Avliat cases the nearest of Idn 
should be accepted; and in what election should be per- 
mitted. 

It remains for me only to give my decided opinion 
in favor of B/ao Muddun Pal, and my recommendation 
that, as nearest of kin to Nursing Pal, and as accepted 
by the Banees of Kerowlce and by all the nine most iniiu- 

Soo lists Nos. 1 and 4 in No. entM Tlialcoors, who, under a 
128, being onoiosnro No. 18. stiuctly Nativc regime, would pro- 
bably be the electors, also by more than three-fourths of 
the 38 feudal Chiefs, who, in Lieutenant ]\I. Mason’s opinion, 
are alone entitled- to vote in important State matters, and, 
as far as can be judged, by the almost general feeling of 
the country, he be nominated by the ]\Iost Noble the 
Governor General in Council to the Baj of Kerowlee, and 
that Maharanee Nurrookejee, the senior widow of Maha- 
rajah Pertab Pal, be permitted, according to the existing 
customs of the country, to adopt him as her son, in succes- 
sion to Nursing Pal. 

About the end of December I shall be at Kerowlee, 
prepared to carry out the orders of Government. Dnder 
any circumstanc.es, the Kotah Contingent is well placed 
at that city, so long as the Baj ah, whoever he may be, 
does not object : Lieutenant Monck Mason tells me that 
its presence will be required in case Bhurt Pal be main- 
tained. I do not think any Bajali will object, for two 
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or three years at least, and until he malce arrangements 
for the Ports and their turbulent occupants, and accustom 
himself to his new position, at no time a very easy one. 
Por that period a Political Agent udll he required to 
protect those who have been working with him, and to 
enable the new Sovereign to feel his way and to see to the 
l)aynient of the debt due to Government, amounting to 
Biipecs 91-,312. 

I beg to acknoAvledgc the assistance I have received 
in this enquiry from all the Political Agents, except 
Captain Morrieson, also from my Assistant, Captain Sewell, 
and, above all, from Captain Brooke. 

The undermentioned documents are enclosed : — 

No. I. Letter of ^lahjcc Goojee, mother of Nursing Pal, to Political 
Agent. 

„ 2. Enclosure to ditto. 

„ .3. Ditto. 

„ 4. Another letter from IMalijee Goojee, to Political Agent. 

„ 5. Eeply of Political Agent. 

,, G. Letter of Nurrookojee, Chief Ranee, and Bankawutjee, 2nd 
Ranee of jMaharajah Pertab Pal, to Agent, Governor General. 

,, 7 , Ditto from i\Iahjce Sesodneejee, to Agent, Governor General. 

,, S. Memorial from the Thakoors of Kerowlee, to Agent, Governor 
General. 

,, 9. Abstract of Lieutenant Mason’s opinion. 

„ 10, Abstract of opinions of Political Officers on the Kerowlee 
succession. 

„ 11. Abstract of answers to Circulars, &c., on succession. 

„ 12. Answers of Tliakoor Soondur Pal, father of Eao Muddun Pal. 

,, 13, Third letter from Mahjee Goojee, to Political Agent. 

„ 14. hlemorial signed by 72 Chiefs, &c., to Political Agent, dated 
22nd July 1853. 
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„ 15. Letter of 14 Judoon Chiefs of Subbulgnrh, in Gwalior^ to 
Political Agentj in favor of Muddun Pal. 

„ 16. Genealogical Tree. 

„ 17. Opinions of the 17 Sovereigns of Eajpootana and of the 
Gwalior Durbar on succession, also of a learned Native. 

„ IS. Lieutenant Monck Mason^s letter. No. 128, of lltb May 1853, 
to Agent, Governor General, with three lists of Chiefs, &c. 
Nos. 19"j Opinions of Lord Metcalfe and Colonel Sutherland on succes- 
& 20. J sions to Rajpootana Principalities. 


ENCLOSURE NO.- I. 

Translation of letter from Mahjee Goojee, of Kerowlee, mother of 
blAHAUAJ.iH Nursing Par, addressed to Political A.gent, Kerowlee, 
dated 2Sth Zilhuz 1268 Hijree. 

It is known and manifest to you that the right to 
the Government of this State was held, with tlie consent 
of the Hon’ble Company, by Maharaj Nursing Pal, and 
that he Avas the absolute ruler of this State of Kerowlee ; 
and that the Maharajah gave his rights in the State of 
KeroAvlee, of his own pleasure and affection, to Bhurt Pal, 
and adopted liim, and that he sent ai khureeta to you 
to obtain your confirmation of the above act. You will, 
therefore, have sent the said khureeta and all the parti- 
culars of this transaction that are necessary to he men- 
tioned Avith your Report to the Governor GeneraPs Agent, 
and it will liaA'e been forwarded on. Although I am certain 
that, as the Maharajah Nursing Pal, to whom of right 
the Government of this State belonged, gave that right 
to Bhurt Pal, and adopted him, by the mercy of God he 
Avill he established by the British Government. Trustful 
in the above high Government, I am Imng quietly in my 
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own liousCj and I am in every way and at all times obedient 
to the orders of my superiors, and not intriguing with 
any one: but all the people iiere are bad and selfish; 
they raise up divers squabbles for the gratification of their 
own avarice and greediness ; but I am confident that you, by 
the goodness of God, arc very wise and just, and that no 
rascal or rebellious person will prevail with you. I now 
actually hear that a memorial in favor of Muddun Pal, 
under the seal and signature of tlic ndiolc of the Thakoors 
and others, has reached you: on this account it appeared 
to me necessary that I should write concerning sundry 
matters to you, that the cvil-spcahing and lying propensities 
and want of conscience of the people here may become very 
. apparent to you. The fact is, that, in time past, after the 
death of i\Iaharajah Hurbuksh Pal, the Thakoors of all the 
Kotrees were assembled here, and their Tliakooranees re- 
mained inside the Palace; they made out a writing that 
the birth of Pirthec Pal was correct : to this the Thakoors 
of all the ICo trees and the respectable men of the city 
affixed their signatures, and they affirmed his birth under 
solemn religious affirmation by their signatures and eAudence : 
they each obtained from the Panee Kuch^vJ’^jee a writing 
for villages and forts and hereditary successions (Bapotee). 
T^^hen nothing remained to the Ranee Kuchwyjee, they 
then joined Mahara;] Pertab Pal, and having caused Pertab 
Pal to affix his signature to grants of jagheers and heredi- 
tary succession (Bapotee), they denied to him their having 
signed the memorial: afterwards the end of it was that 
that very memorial is yet producible, and is enclosed in 
this letter to you. My desire in this is, that the rascality of 
the people here may be understood by you, who, for their own 
avaricious desires, act so dishonestly ; there is no confidence 
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in theiu signatures or Agreements ; perhaps Muddun Pal also 
lias now, after exciting their avarice, caused them to write 
this memorial. Having placed your orders on my head, I 
am silent, for I do not undertake such transactions. It is 
well known that Maharajah Hhurum Pal, in consequence of 
some events happening, made Khcerut Pal Hao; had he 
not done so, it would liave been the right of Jus Pal, and 
considering this right, Maharajah Nursing Pal gave in gift 
this his right in the State to one of the posterity of Jus 
Pal, vi&.i Bhurt Pal, and adopted him : the same has been 
the custom handed down from ancient times; for among 
the posterity of Maharajah Rutten Pal, successor to Maha- 
rajah Gopal Singh, Rao Hem Pal was the rightful heir of the 
State ; hut he left the care of it to Toorsun Pal, who was 
the Thakoor of Koondul, and seated him on the throne. In 
this way in the house of Rao Kheerut Pal, successor to Rao 
Zoorawur Pal, the right of Raoship rested with Bulchsh Pal ; 
hut Madho Pal was adopted and Bukhsh Pal disclaimed. 
Moreover, in Jodhpore the right to the throne rested with 
Hhowkul Singh, hut the Maharajah of the country caused 
it to devolve on Maharajah Tukht Singh : in this manner 
also, after the death of Pertah Singh, Rao Bukhtawur Singh 
had no right to the throne; the right belonged to the 
Bijawur Thakoor, hut Bukhtawur Singh was made the 
holder of the throne. My real meaning is this : that Maha- 
rajah Nursing Pal was the master of the rights of the State 
of Rerowlee ; he of his own will and affection gave the right 
to Bhurt Pal, who, in truth, being of the progeny of Jus Pal, 
is the rightful heir to the throne, and adopted him, because 
Muddun Pal was inimical to the life of Maharajah Nursing 
Pal : primarily in this transaction whatever rebellious and 
perverse counsels were apparent in his conduct have been 
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brotiglii io liglit, nnd Insily, wliniovcr was llic extremity of 
cniniiy lie committed ; it is known to all ; there is no occa- 
sion to mention it openly, and when can it ever happen that 
any one should become master of the property of him 
whose life he has sought ? I am very certain that you arc 
just investigating the rights of the case; you will make good 
the riglits to the rightful jiorson. ^taharajah Xursing Pal 
adopted Bhurt Pal ; he is my grandson ; I am contented 
with obeying the orders of my superior in everyway: the 
fact of Bhurt Pal being my grandson is concluded, and I am 
altogether on his side (with him). I now trouble you that, as 
it is the custom of wise and just rulers to forward to the 
Oniccrs holding superior authority whatever papers arc 
produced, good or had, therefore, if !Muddun Pal’s petition 
he sent on to the Governor General’s Agent, this ray letter 
also, together with the other papers enclosed, may be sent 
with it, for the sake of making known the disgraceful conduct 
of the people hero, and should it have hccu already scut on, 
that YOU would he good enough to allow this and the cnclo- 
sures to he forwarded also. 


(Sd.) ]\L\iijkk Saii Goojee. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 2. 

Translation of general petition from the whole of the Judoon relations 
and Puthans, Meer and Mootsuddies, Ahuddadars, Sepoys^ Captains, 
Ressaldars, Jemadars, &c., the Mussulman and all the servants of 
the State of Kerowlee, to Mahauanee Sahib Seee Mahjee Sahib 
Kuchwyjee, to hlAHJEE Sahib Seee Rajawutjee, to Mahjee Sahib 
Sbee Sesodneejee. 

On the day Maliaraj Hurbulcsli Pal died, several people 
brougM to tbe Durbar Pertab Pal for tbe purpose of putting 
bim on tbe tbrone ; it was hoped that tbe Sesodnee Panee 
was with cbild, on wbicb be ordered bis relations to act ^vitb 
deliberation and proclaim Sreejee as tbeir ruler. At tbat 
time tbey did not pay due attention to your orders, and 
Pertab Pal was being proclaimed; on wbicb you directed 
Sreejee to be proclaimed, and said, “ do not proclaim bim” 
(Pertab Pal), and you sent and seized tbe person proclaim- 
ing and imprisoned bim: you did it because you were 
convinced of tbe Sesodnee Panee being with cbild. Pour 
months afterwards, we all, together with tbe Pajab’s rela- 
tions, petitioned, saying tbat many doubt tbe truth of tbe 
Sesodnee Panee being with child, wherefore show tbe 
Sesodnee Panee to our Tbabooranees ; tbey will tell us of 
tbe truth of tbe fact, when we shall be freed from aP 
doubt.” You called our Tbakooranees and showed her (tbe 
Panee) to tbe wives of respectable men and Hurdeneen 
Cbowles, and certified tbe truth of tbe pregnancy ; the two 
women and Tbakooranees told us, and then tbe truth 
came to all our minds : whatever is tbe custom in this Paj 
for pregnant women was performed before us all ; our wives 
were present at tbe time. Afterwards, when Pertab Pal 
Icnew its truth, be left tbe city, and Tbakoor Lutcbmun 
Cbund and other Tbakoors who were with bim went away 
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and began to concert ■\vitclicraft (prog), and the agents 
for it were seized and lirouglit. On Phagun Budli 2, 
Sumbut 1895, Sree Mabaraj Pirtbee Pal was born of the 
Sesodnee Banee, at wbieli time the wives of all the royal 
family were present; we all remained at the outer door: 
we were all very much pleased to hear of the birth of 
the Sree ]\’Eaharaj ; and as they say there is a doubt in the 
mind of Pertah Pal of the birth of Sree Maharaj Pirthee 
Pal, he is himself false. Looking only to his own advan- 
tage, he desires to make a disturbanee in the country, and 
sedition that he may rule in this State, so he elearly com- 
mits rebellion and ruins the State. There is no doubt of the 
birth of Sree klaharaj Pirthee Pal ; he was born from the 
womb of the Sesodnee llanee by Maharaj lEurbuksh Pal. 
We, all the relations, Mootsuddies, Ahuddadars, Sepoys, are 
all the servants of this State, and the servants of -Maharaj 
Pirthee Pal ; till Maharaj Pirthee Pal is grown up we will 
all obey you. If any of us do differently, we are as if we 
changed our religion, and guilty to the Sirkar Company ; 
outcastes, outlaws, from our lands. We have written this 
of our own pleasure to you, dated Asar Budh 13th, Sumbut 
1896. 

(Sd.) Thakoor Sham Pal. 

Eao Guj Singh, of Janeewur. 

Thakoor Pertah Singh, Bheerthoowara. 

„ Uijun Singh. 

„ Kasram of (illegible). 

„ Pirthee Singh of do. 

„ Earn Singh, of Kho. 

„ Bulwunt Singh, of Samarda. 

,, Eae Singb of Machee. 

„ Santhul Singh, of Puttehpoor. 

Subadar Phylad Singh. 


I 
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(Sd.) Jemadar Ikram Edian. 

„ Melirab KJian. 

Jemadars of Cavalry. 

Lalla Blmg^wan Singh. 

Suhadar Imam-oodee Klian. 
Eanihiix. 

Chowdry Bam Chund. 

Bhugiit Sinffh. 

^leer Umjad Alee. 

Sum pat Singh, of Ootgurh. 
Piriadas. 

Sheer Singh, Kuchdeo Singh. 
Mohun Chund. 

Thakoor Biehit Singh, Of Subhdee. 
Koomedan Luchmun Singh. 

Captain Gholam Mahomed Khan. 
Rugivant Singh, of Machanee, 

Dehe Singh, !Mokun Singh, of Seria, 
Mundhir Singh. 

Thakoor Girwur Singh. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 3. • 

Translation of a paper to tlie address of the Sesodnee Eanee of Mah-a- 
RAJAH Hurbuksh PaLj showing that the Ranee was pregnant. 

We, the wives of the relations and Thakooranees of 
the Chiefs, went to see whether the Sesodnee Ranee was 
pregnant ; we saw her and she is pregnant : should any 
object, wherever we may have to answer for the truth of 
this, we will do so. 

Signature of Chowdry Ram Chund, dated Mahabudi 
6th Sumhut 1895. 

Signatures of Madho Pal and Thakoor Sham Pal. 
That our wives have seen the Eanee, who is 
certainly pregnant. 

Thakooranee Chohanjee, of 

Thakoor hladho Singh, of Ootgeerwaree. 

„ Chuttur Pal, of Rajpoor. 

,, Mohun Pal. 

„ Urjun Singh, of Moorar. 

Ruttunlal, son of Chowle Jellal. 

Tliakoor Runjoot Singh, of Khureta. 

Rao Guj Singh, of Janeewur. 

Chowhey Girdharee, High Priest. 

Sheer Singh, of Telwaie. 

Bichet Singh, of Salvidee. 

Rugnath Singh, of Machanee. 

Pertah Singh, of Burthoom. 

Hathee Singh, of Chohey. 

Jowan Singh, of Borwasea. 

Beharee Pal, of Inayutta. 

Jowahir Singh, of Kho. 

Dewan Gopal Bux. 

Chowdry Ram Chund. 

Goshwamee Sree Bumn Kishor, who have seen with 
my own eyes that the pregnancy is certain. 



68 


SUCCKSSION TO THE KEUOWLEE CIIIEI'SHIF. 


* ENCLOSURE NO. 4. 

Translation of a letter from Maiijee Goojee to the address of Lieete- 
KANT Monck Mason, Political Agent, ICerowlcc, dated 11th May 1853. 

I'ouMEiiLY I sent you a letter with the memorial signed 
by all the Thakoors concerning the integrity of the birth 
of Pirthce Pal. I .now understand for various reasons 
you have not forwarded it, and I send you this letter, in 
the hope that you will be pleased to send this, together 
with the previous letter and the memorial, to the Governor 
GeneraPs Agent. My desire is, that by sending it, in 
case the above-named memorial should reach the Governor 
General’s Agent and be compared with that in favor of 
Maharajah Pertab Pal sent formerly, and which -will be 
in the Office of the Governor General’s Agent, the Go- 
vernor General’s Agent will be able to understand the 
veracity or falsehood of the family of the Rajahs of this 
State. ' The fact is, that I rely on Government and lean 
on the justice of the British nation, and have strong hope 
that the Sirkar in their great justice may follow out the 
wishes of Maharajah Nursing Pal, like what happened at 
Jodhpore, Oodeypore, Kotah, and TJhyur, &c. If not, 
though I am a woman in purdah, -without power to move, 
yet I also can bring forward, God willing, a memorial ; 
less, but somewhat like the one Muddun Pal has produced ; 
but such being reckoned redundant for passing judgment 
by the British Government, I did not make arrangements 
for it. This is my request, that my prayer be sent to 
the Governor General’s Agent. My intention is, that 
enquiry has been made from all the several I’olitical Agents 
in Rajwarra regarding the custom of adoptions, and it is 
certain that all the Agents, after enquiring from the principal 
people of each State, will have sent in their letters. I do 
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not kiio^u what has been written from each State: if I 
knew the contents of the Report of each Political Agent, 
and if I was aware that in some States,- like Oocleypore, 
J odhpore, TJlwnr, Kotah, &c., where the same circumstances 
have occurred which have happened to Maharajah Nursing 
Pal, the j)<2ople of those States have given information to 
the several Agents contrary to the act of Maharajah 
Nursing Pal, I myself will write to them a letter containing 
the account of the acts (adoptions) in then’ own States, 
and forward it also to the Governor General’s Agent, in 
the hope that he will consider on their deeds since they 
write against the adoption hy Nursing Pal, hut do not 
reflect on what has been done in their own States : adop- 
tion is customary in the whole of Rajwarra, and it can he 
done though the presumptive heir he not adopted. There 
are numerous examples of it; in Jodhpore, in TJlwur, in 
Kotah, in Shopur, in the various Kotrees, the heir presump- 
tive is not adopted, and the person in possession can do 
as he thinks proper. Like as in Jeypore, after the death 
of Maharajah Juggut Singh, Mohun Nazir, who was the 
manager, seated on the throne Man Singh of Nurwm.’, 
and not the Jhellaiman, who was presumptive heir ; when 
it was understood that a queen in the Palace was pregnant 
and a son was horn, the above Nazir deposed Man Singh: 
in like manner at Kerowlee, after jMaharajah Gopal Singh, 
Hem Pal was the presumptive heir, hut the persons who 
were managing the State sent for Toorsum Pal from 
Koondul and seated him on the throne and set aside 
Hem Pal : at that time the royal family said nothing. 
The fact as to whom the people here would prefer and the 
reason of them preference is as follows : — 

Their pleasure and displeasure depends upon the 
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satisfuction of tlieir avarice, and does not rest npon 
the right or otherwise of a party. Like as, after the 
death of Maharajah, Hnrhuksh Pal, consequent on their 
desire for great wealth, the relations of the Puajah 
joined Ranee Kuch-wyjee, and signed the general peti- 
tion attesting the birth of Pirthee Pal ; afterwards, when 
the Ranee had no more wealth, and Maharajah Pertab 
Pal had gratified their avarice by grants of jagheers, villages, 
and hereditary successions (Bapotee), they joined him and 
did not consider their own sealed signatures a bit. In this 
manner, if Maharajah Nursing Pal had not desired the 
presence of a British Agent, and their perfidies had still 
continued, none of the royal relations would have been 
dissatisfied. They now still think that, if Bhurt Pal should 
continue on the throne, the Agent will remain, and their 
profits will cease ; hearing this, I consider that it is super- 
fluous to enquire into Maharajah Nursing Pal’s age; 
he died at the age of 16 years : whatever were his abilities 
and qualifications are known to you; there is no occasion 
to mention them. It is well known that " age depends on 
knowledge and not on years, ” and the Maharajah possessed 
the wisdom to preserve the State amidst the confusion 
caused by Muddun Pal and Luchmun Pal and others. If 
the Maharajah had not determined to call in the Political 
Agent, it is certain it would not have been possible to have 
preserved this State, because there were great disturbances 
in it, and great injuries inflicted on the neighbouring ones. 
What proof then is there that the State would have lasted ? 
The fact is, that the Maharajah did not call the Agent, 
because the well-being of the country could not have been 
preserved by the Maharajah, but for the expulsion and 
compulsion of the rioters : this was the result of the advent 
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of the Agent. On this account the very coming of the Agent 
is axiroof of the intelligence and cleverness of the Maharajah, 
and no less Avas the calling of the Agent an act of his 
Avisdom ; and if it he not so, let the servants of the Maharajah 
on oath he asked Avhether it vras not done by the sole 
Council of the ]\Iaharajah. The time of coming of age is 
settled according to laAi's by the British GoA^ernment ; but 
the proof cannot he made to apply to Hindostan, because, 
on account of the heat of this country, many men and 
Avomcn arc lit for marriage before the age of fifteen, and by 
enquiry the truth of the ahoA*e can he proved. The Maha- 
rajah Avas fit for marriage a long time before his death, and 
his betrothal had taken but on account of the 

squabbles in the management of the State, the arrangements 
for the marriage Averc not concluded; therefore his not being 
married cannot be reckoned a sufficient reason for his not 
haA'ing poAver over his oaati country ; for this reason, 
AA’hatever has been done by the Maharajah has been in 
every Avay laAvful. I am much concerned in this business, 
because the royal family have been eating the vitals of the 
State for the last 14i or 15 years, and destroyed it. AVhen 
Maharajah Nursing Pal ascended the throne, he, of his OAvn 
ability, so arranged matters, that the rascality of his rela- 
tions might be stopped, on Avhich account they all became 
his enemies, and by means of the names of the Itanees of 
Pertab Pal inveigling them and putting them forAvard (the 
real leaders being Muddun Pal and Luchmun Chund and 
others), they endeavoured by open and secret means to take 
the Maharajah’s life. Thousands of men managed to creep 
into the Palace and lived upon thousands of E-upees, squeezed 
and plundered from the country and taken from the 
Eanees. The Maharajah, by calling for the Political Agent, 
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destroyed the profits of lliosc rchcllioiis people and ruined 
them. It ■will he astonishing if the petition signed hy 
these enemies of the Maharajah he reckoned patent; also 
consider that, after the ^laharajah had determined on chas- 
tising them and they hccamc his enemies, how can they he 
made to act according to his desire or counsel, and will not 
those who were with i\Iuddun Pal and under liim when he 
plundered the country still act with him ? I am hopeful of 
obtaining justice from the Government in this atlair; and 
if such he done, that whoever quarrels with the llajah 
because of a claim, and that claim he not in retribution 
destroyed, it is certain that cverv one havincr a claim will 
remain inclined to kill every Eajah in hopes of obtaining 
the throne. It is well known, too, that the son does not 
receive the rights of his father, because he is his enemy and 
disobedient. Nuwah Nussccr-ood-dccn Hyder, King of 
Lucknow’s son, was jMoona Jan; he rebelled against his 
father. After Nussecr-ood-deen’s death, the rulers, agreeably 
to the last ‘Will of his father, did not seat Moona 
Jan on the throne, but placed some one else, who was 
a relation, on the throne, and Moona Jan was present, 
hut not entitled to the throne. In this manner at Kerow- 
lee Maharajah Manuk Pal’s eldest son was Amoluk Pal; he 
rebelled against Manuk Pal, but had not such enmity as 
Muddun Pal, on which Manuk Pal turned Amoluk Pal out : 
he lived and died in the Port of Ootgurh. 


(Sd.) Mahjee Sah Goojee. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 5. 

Letter from Political Agent, Kerowlee, to tlie address of ^Iahjee Goojee 
SahibaHj dated ISth May 1853. 

Totjr letter lias been received concerning the adoption 
of Bliurt Pal, and that, if the former letter you sent on this 
subject has not been sent to the Governor General’s- Agent, 
it be forwarded with this letter, as enquiries are going on 
there concerning this case, and enquiries concerning the 
rights of the question are being prosecuted in Bajwarra. 
■Whatever investigation was necessary in tliis case has been 
brought to a close, and whatever was necessary to be 
written has been written, and there only remains the 
expectation of an answer from Government. I do not 
know who has told you this or how you heard it : there 
was. no use sending on the memorial which was before 
sent in by you and by Muddun Pal, but for fear that the 
Raojee might reckon some favoritism had been exercised 
in withholding his memorial, it has been forwarded ; and 
because I considered it immaterial to send your petition, 
I did not send it or yonr letter. Now, from your being 
not pleased, I fear I ought to have sent it, and I now write 
that, though in sending your general petition and that of 
the Rao there is no use or object to be gained, yet, for 
your satisfaetion, I am forwarding to the Governor General’s 
Agent both your letters and the general petition. 

(True Translations.) 

■ (Sd.) John 0. Brooke, Captain^ 

Asstt. JPoltl. Agent, Meyicar. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 6. 

Letter from Maharanee Sree Mahjee Nurrookee, (Chief Ranee of 
Maharajah Pertab Pal^) and from Mahjee Ranee Sree Mah- 
jee Bankawutjee, (second Ranee of Maharajah Pertab Pal^) 
to the address of Sir Henry LawrencEj k. c. b., Governor 
GeneraFs Agent for the States of Rajpootana, 

As at the death of the hoy Nursing Pal I wrote a letter 
to the Political Agent in favor of Muddun Pal, it is certain 
you will have heard its purport; it is now eleven months 
since this State has been without a ruler, in consequence of 
which we are abused and made light of in the country. We 
have now heard that you have made enquiries concerning 
adoption from the several States ; the circumstances are as 
follows : — At the time of the death of the old Maharajah 
(Hurbuksh Pal) my Maharajah (Pertab Pal) was the pre- 
sumptive heir to the throne ; in accordance with his right, ■ 
and with the consent of the relations and responsible servants 
of the State, he ascended the throne, and at his death the 
right to the succession rested with the Pao of Hudotee 
(Nursing Pal) ; in accordance with his claim and ancient 
usage, with the consent of the relations and ancient servants 
of the Paj, having placed Nursing Pal on the throne of 
this State, I obtained the consent of the English Government 
for the succession of the boy : wherefore a khureeta expi’essive 
of satisfaction at my right decision came to my address 
from the above Government, and -which I still possess. By 
the will of God he departed this life in tender years, without 
having tasted the fruit (marriage) of this transitory world ; 
on which account my request is, that, after Nursing Pal, 
the right to the sovereignty of the State belongs to the Pao • 
of Hudotee (Muddun Pal) ; in like manner, as Nursing Pal 
ascended the throne of Kerowlee from being Pao of Hudo- 
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tee according to his right, and Hao Muddnn Pal became 
Eno of Hudotee, the right to the State rests, therefore, with 
the Eao of Hudotee. The custom and observances of all 
States is, that, at the death of any sovereign, he is appointed 
to the throne who is next of kin and the rightful claimant, 
since, jirsthj, in this State none hut Muddun Pal has any 
claim to the succession ; secondh/, this succession has now 
reached the family of Eheerut Pal ; thirdly ^ Muddun Pal is 
the nephew of my Maharajah (Pertab Pal) ; in this way 
also Muddun Pal is the presumptive heir of the throne; 
and in all States tlie custom and ceremony of adoption is as 
follows : — It is the right of the next of kin and presumptive 
heir, not an affair of business, to he given to those who may 
he favorites. It is certain that never has the right of the 
presumptive heir been as yet destroyed by the Officers of the 
English Government, and never have the ancient ceremonies 
and customs been changed in any way in any State by the 
same Government. Eegarding, therefore, that this State has 
been favorably considered from ancient times by you, it is 
hoped that no ceremonies or ancient customs of this State 
will be altered a single hair’s breadth by you, because, firstly. 
Nursing Pal himself was young and had not reached 
puberty, and was not married ; because he had not come to 
the age of puberty, and he had not been allowed by the 
British Government to interfere in any way with the affairs 
of the State ; sinee, then, the British Government had not 
aUowed him to interfere in the affairs of the State on 
account of his youth, how could he interfere so much as to 
adopt a son ? In •the act of adoption, the consent of us all 
and of the near relations is necessary ; wherefore, without 
giving information to iis and to the relations, without 
having been married, the adoption of a person so foreign 
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(distant) was an act impossible. During bis (Nursing 
Pal’s) life there was no mention over of an adoption; but 
after his death certain self-interested people, for their own 
profit, consulting together, sent a khurceta concerning an 
adoption to the Political Agent: the custom of adoption 
without marriage and without performing the usual customs 
on adoption is nowhere allowed in any part of Rajasthan. 
This is well known to you ; and if the sovereign of a State 
do not inform you of its atfaii’s, whom shall he inform? 
The British Government is the just of the world, &c. ; there- 
fore they should give, in friendship, the requisite orders to 
this State by which the customs may remain as formerly. 
We, reckoning Muddun Pal the rightful claimant of this 
State according to strict justice, now trouble you that the 
load be taken off our shoulders. Your justice and the 
report of your doing right is, like the sun, apparent to all 
Rajasthan, and we are in hopes that you will favor us with 
an answer to this khurceta, that we may be acquainted with 
(your decision). Continue to write to us. 

Signed by and Seal Signed by and Seal of 

of Mabaraneejeo Sreo Mahjeo Ranecjec Sreo 

Mabjee Sahib Nuroojeo. Mahjeo Bankawutjee. 


(Translated.) 

(Sd.) J. 0 . Brooke, Captain. 



77 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEUOWLEE CIIIEFSIIIP. 

ENCLOSURE NO. 7. 

KntmEETA from IMahauaneejee Skee !Maujee Sahib Skee Sesodneejee 

(wife of jMauauajah Hurbhksh Pal), to the address of Sin Henhy 

Laivrexce, k. c. b., Governor General’s Agent for Eajpootana. 

The tlirone of Kerowlcc has been empty for the last 
eleYcn months : this has brought disgrace upon the State 
among those allied to it and. throughout Bajwarra; for 
■which I am much ashamed. I have now heard that you 
haTO written concerning the customs of adoption to the 
States of Rajasthan. This is an account of the events here : 
from our ancestors not having issue, this State came to the 
family of Kheerut Pal when Nursing Pal became Rajah 
from holding Hudotee, which was approved by the British 
Government, and Rao Muddun Pal became Rao of Hudotee 
in due succession. N ow that Nursing Pal, Maharajah, is dead 
and jiluddun Pal is the presumptive heir of the State, in 
Rke manner as Maharaj Nursing Pal was Rao of Hudotee 
and became Rajah (of Kerowlee), so now the right of the 
State belongs to P^ao Muddun Pal, and there is no other, 
excepting Muddun Pal, who is a rightful claimant and the 
nearest of kin : this is the custom of adoption throughout 
allRajwarra ; whoever, after the death of the sovereign, is the 
presumptive heir and a near relation is seated on the throne, 
and a favorite cannot be chosen. In the Palace in which 
Maharajah Nursing Pal lived I also reside; and I used 
to go to enquire concerning the health of Maharajah 
Nursing Pal, but I never heard mention made of an adop- 
tion. On the day that Maharajah Nursing Pal died I 
went to enquire, ‘but even on that day T heard no mention 
of it; I heard three or four days after Maharajah Nursing 
Pal’s death that some scoundrels of servants had written a 
khureeta about the adoption: you be pleased to consider 
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this well, for it is no falsehood. The Maharajah Nursing 
Pal had no power to. speak concerning the affairs of the 
State, and on account of his youth he was not married ; 
how can his power to adopt he acknowledged ? and without 
being married he could do nothing: no adoption could 
he made by a youth. I am in hopes you will grant it 
(the throne) to the rightful claimant: you are the ruler 
over all Pajwarra; he pleased to show your favor to 
this State, by which my caste and the dignity of the State 
will he preserved. You will he pleased to understand 
that the Kamdars here have intrigued very much ; if you 
do not take notice of , the intrigues carried on by the 
Kamdars since the Agency has been established here, tlien 
who will? Be pleased to continue to write. Bated Jeyt 
Budh 13th Sumbut 1909. 


Signed by Sree Maharaneejee Sree Mahjee Sahib Sree 
Sesodneejee. 


(Translated.) 


(Sd.) J. 0. Brooke, Gaptain. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 8. 

Kyfecut on the part of all the Rajpoots, Thakoors (of the Kotrees, &c.) 
of the ancient Ilon'ble Chiefs, and the faithful servants of the 
Stale, and other people, residents of the City and Province of 
Iverowlee, Hindoos and Mussulmen Chiefs and inhabitants for 
Imndreds of years, who have afiixcd their signatures to the 
address of Lieutenant-Coeonei. Sir Henry Lawrence, k. c. b.. 
Governor General’s Agent for Rajpootana ; written on the 28th 
May 1S53. 

It is now eleven months since tlie throne of the State of 
Kerowlee lias been empty for want of a successor ; on 
which account the knowledge of it has eaused ridicule 
among our relations in llajasthan. The whole accormt will 
have been previously understood by you of the right of 
succession to the throuc of Kerowlee, and with whom the 
right (to the throne) rested, and the death before marriage 
of the ^Maharajah at the age of 16 and some months, and 
the news of the adoption on the advice of certain rebellious 
Kamdars for the sake of their own avaricious desires and 
the destruction of the State ; the writing of the memorial 
by us all, connections, belonging to the State of Kerowlee, 
and the khureetas from the Kanees which were sent to 
, you through the Political Agent of Kerowlee. Those rebel- 
lious people say that the khureeta (of adoption) was given 
during the life-time (of Maharajah Nursing Pal) ; but that 
was a time when he was insensible and forgetful and dying. 
The khureeta was signed because the seal being in the 
possession of those rebellious parties, they could do with it 
as they pleased. You are aware that the boy who was 
stated to have been adopted was brought into the city two 
days after the Maharajah’s death. At the time you came to 
Kerowlee you heard our opinions in the Common Hall of 
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Audicnco, that there was no other rightful claimant to the 
throne of Kerowlec, excepting Muddun Pal. We have now 
heard that enquiry and search is being secretly made by 
threats in Keroudce, so that, should the signatures and 
agreements or witnessing of a few people come before 
you, you will he pleased to sanction (after considering 
with justice and enquiry) what is written in the memorial 
which Avas preAUouslj’’ sent to you. Because the British 
Government is Arise and just and generous, Avherefore we 
hope that you Avill, in kindness and justice, gh-c so righteous 
an ansAver that the rightful claimant may receive his right, 
and we all, great and small, Avill ever pray for you ; and 
the report of your good name and justice may he spread 
near and far throughout Rajasthan, &c. Another request 
is, that another kyfeeut of the same meaning as this has 
been sent to the Political Agent, KeroAvlee : perhaps the 
account of it Avill have reached you. 


Seal of Luebmun Cbund, Seal of Thnkoor Eao Be- Seal of Thakoor Sham 
of Umurgurb. bareo Pal, of No3'ctce. Pal, of Eaonurntta. 


of Burrora. 


Pertab Singb, of Dboorwas. 

Bbowunco Siugb 
Girwur Singb 
Tbakoor Kurrnn Singb, of Kbandunpoor, 
„ Kasarain, of Puttebpoor. 

Earn Singb, of Kbo. 

Tbakoor Bbooput Singb, of Seemurwar. 
Hnijun Singb, of Semurda, 

Imrufc Singb, of (illegible). 

Gujraj Singb, of Cbontara. 

Mehtab Singb, of Mamcbaree. 

Nebal Singb, of Eetaolee. 

Oodey Singb, of Dborera. 

Punebum Singb, of Newaree. 

Pbylad Singb, of Snledee. 

Buldeo Singb, of Snledee. 

Kisbore -Singb, of Snledee. 


Eao Kupoor Singb, of Ponebpoor and 
Maggadrae. 

Tbakoor Gopal Singb, of Humnggur. 
Eao Munobir Singb, of IMacbee. 
Thakoor Hunmufc Singb, of iHacbanee. 
„ Bbngot Singb, of Iilogrey. 

„ Mulkan Singb, of Kotey. 

„ Oomrao Singb, of Ootgurh. 

„ JesTvnnt Singb, of Maokbera. 

Koomadan Lntcbmnn Singb. 
Kdiooman Eao. 

Simbhoo Eao. 

Cbondry Necbareyram. 

Signature of all tbe Jagan (bards). 
Heera Kee Jyga. 

Gopal „ „ 

Milya „ „ 
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Sobha Kee Jyga. 
Bhowaneam „ „ 

Doonga „ 

Isbur Singb, of Mudbara. 

Cbundun Singb, of Maut. 

Kesree Singb, of Gurrbee. 

Jemadar AH Mabomed. 

Hnrdeo Pal, of Cbaoragaon. 

Isadun Pal, of Kbayadar. 

Budree Pal, of Baroda. 

Gobind Pal, of Purdampoor. 

Joogul Pal, of Kboobpoora. 

Seal of Thaboor Seal of Tbakoor 
Eagboonatb Singb, Buldeo Singb, of 
of Burtboon. Deogurb. 

MuUoop Pal, of Eoopaora. 

Mobun Pal, of Neefcra. 

Bijey Singb, of Bolaj. 

Liitcbmun Singh, of Ohuggr. 

Girdbur Singb | 


of Koondur. 


Pertab Singb 
Indur Singb 
Gopal Singb 
Tbakoor Bisben Singb, of Gopalpoor. 


Macbarey. 


Seal of Tbakoor 
Golab Singb, of 


Seal of Tbakoor 
Net Singh, of Mo- 
teea, Puttehpoor. 


Seal of Gunga 
Singb, of Moteea, 
Puttehpoor. 

Tbakoor Salamut 
Singh, of Cbynpoor. 

Tbakoor Amal 
Singb, of Bukhbux- 
poora. 

Tbakoor Sheo Singb, of Eampoora. 

„ Sber Singb, of Sunet. 

„ Bulwunt Singh, of Tetwaie. 
Perobit Puttooram, of Hurdanea. 
Goosain Euttee Gir. 

Tbakoor Sirdar Singh, of Benaiga. 

„ Doongur Singb, of Kbanpoora.| 


Tbakoor Sultan Singb, of Bbysat. 
Jemadar Mebrab Elan. 

„ Mabomed Noor Khan. 

„ Eunmust Elan. 

„ Suddoo Khan. 

„ Arif Khan. 

Koomvur Kishen Chowlee, High Priest. 
Dhabye Newul Singb. 

Moonsbee Meer Inayut Ali. 

Chattal Singh, of Kesspoora. 

Tbakoor Oomrao Singb, of Bajney. 
Derran Buldeojee. 

Hnrgobind, of Machulpoor. 

Seal of Tbakoor 
Sealof (iUegible.) L^icbmun Cbund, 

of Amma. 

Seal of (illegible.) 
Cbntter, Singb, of Mengun. 

Kewul Singb, of Kissulpoor. 

Sbunkur Singh, of „ 

Sumuder Singb, of Nelnevrla, 

Sham Singb, of „ 

Tbakoor Motee Singb, of Norwallee. 

„ Kathee Singb as Eajab (Eajab- 
bee-tbor). 

Tbakoor Dullel Singb as Silver (Eoopa- 
kee-thor). 

Tbakoor Sispal Singh as Hair (Bal 
kee-tbor). 

Tbakoor Suroop Singb, of Bukbanpoor. 


of Panchon. 


Cbundun Singb T 
Eagboonatb Singb J 
Dan Singb 7 „ _ 

PbjkdSi=gil “fBuKgaon. 

Gobind Singb, of Kissapoor. 

Tej Singb, of KiUaoda. 

Eagboonatb Singb 7 
Girdbur Singb J 
Tbakoor Man Singb, of Gnbbabbae. 


of Harkban. 


Addressed to Maharajah Seee Muddun PaLj Rajah, Rao of Rampoor. 

(Translated.) 

(Sd.) J. C. Bkooke, Captain, 

L 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 9. 

Abstract of Lieutenant Mason's opinions regarding the claims of the 
rival Candidates to the Chiefship of Koiwvlcc. 


Muddun’s arguments are, that an 
old man, without sons and without 
the hope of sons, having assembled 
and obtained the advice of his 
Chiefs, liaving consulted n-ith the 
Political Agent and obtained the 
permission of the Paramount Power, 
might have adopted the lineal heir 
of a common ancestor : that Bhurt 
Pal’s adoption was irregular, because 
Nursing Pal was under age. 


Kcroiolee . — Uao jMuddun 
Pal is the direct representative 
of the second son of Dlinrum 
Pal (the line of the eldest son 
being extinct), and the British 
Government has to a certain 
extent acknowledged him as 
the lineal heir of that branch 
by admitting his claim to Hn- 
dotce. 

The only two arguments 
against the claims of Bhm’t 
Pol which have any weight in 
PoliticalAgent’s mind are, that 
Nursing Pal, being a minor 
and unmarried, had no power 
to adopt. I have consulted 
with Rao Muddun Pal, every 
Chief and influential person 
in Iverowlee, “ and I have par- 
ticularly remarked that Nur- 
sing Pal’s nonage has never 
been adduced as an obstacle 
to the adoption. ^Moreover, 
the plea of Nursing Pal’s 
nonage does not, I tlflnk, occur 
in any of the documents set- 
ting forth the claims of Mud- 
dun Pal.” 
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Political Agent presumes, 
therefore, that, in the eyes of 
the people of the country. 
Nursing Pal was not under- 
aged: the Paramount Power 
would decide whether Bhurt 
Pal was sufQ-ciently old to 
adopt according to Hindee 
Law. 

As to Nursing Pal’s having 
been unmarried, all his and 
Bhurt Pal’s friends affirm that, 
though there are no instances 
of adoption by unmarried 
persons, there is no rule 
against it : no man will adopt 
whilst there is a prospect of 
his marrying and begetting 
heirs. Nursing Pal was be- 
trothed before he was called 
to the throne, and would have 
married but for the conduct of 
Muddun Pal, certain Eanees, 
and Chiefs who brought about 
a state of anarchy which 
obliged him to apply for 
British protection. 

Political Agent also adds that 
he could not marry accord- 
ing to Bajpoot custom until 
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Because ho had been for about 
a year deprived by tho Supreme 
Government of independent power 
in iiis Principality. 


lie sliould have hecome bond 
fide master of his inheritance. 

When Political Agent went 
to Kerowlee, three years ago, 
Nursing Pal was nominally 
ruling without any Regency ; 
that he had ruled for a year, 
and would have continued to 
rule had Muddun Pal and 
others been loyal. That these 
latter “trampled on, plundered, 
and afterwards murdered, the 
owners and cultivators of the 
soil and ruined the State, — a 
system which would most pro- 
bably flourish for a time under 
Muddun Pal, who, in the days 
of Nursing Pal’s unaided 
nonage, was foremost in the 
rank of oppressors and plun- 
derers, leader of rebels, openly 
opposed to lawful authority, 
and, according to my own 
unshaken opinion and general 
belief, the director (as I for- 
merly oificially stated) of a 
secret conspiracy against the 
life of his sovereign.”^' 

* He was fully acquitted of this by 
Colonel Low. 

(Sd.) H. JI. Lawrence, 

Agent, Govr. Gent. 
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Bocauso he did not asscmhle and 
obtain the approbation of his Chiefs. 


Bccavjse he did not consult tho 
Political Agent or obtain the au- 
thority of the Paramount Power. 

Because he did not announce the 
adoption till a short period before 
his death. 


Because he did not seal the an- 
nouncement with his large Official 
Seal. 


Because he did not adopt tho 
direct heir. 


Opinion of the Chiefs of Kerowlee. 


No assemblage of Chiefs 
could have taken place to 
consult about the succession, 
because the strict orders of 
the Governor General’s Agent 
and Political Agent compelled 
all the Chiefs to reside on 
their Estates. 

Had the Political Agent 
been addressed, he could not 
(till authorized) have .coun- 
tenanced the adoption, and on 
tliat account Nursing Pal 
delayed to announce it. 

The Rajah’s large Official 
Seal was in thePolitical Agent’s 
custody, who would not have 
given it up on the Rajah’s 
requisition. 

The adoption was made 
purposely to prevent the suc- 
cession of Muddun Pal, who 
was, for very cogent reasons, 
peculiarly obnoxious to the 
dying testator. 

The Political Agent, on the 
12th October, submitted a me- 
morial, signed and sealed by 
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numerous Jadow Chiefs, in sup- 
port of Muddun Pal’s claims : 
he does not attach so much 
importance to the memorial 
as it seems to possess. A like 
memorial was signed (though 
not so generally as that now 
submitted) by many Chiefs 
and others of influence at 
Kerowlee,to set aside the rights 
of Pertah Pal. 

The signatures were not dic- 
tated by personal friendly feel- 
ings for Muddun Pal, nor by 
the consideration that he .was 
the next heir. 

The memorial was the re- 
sult of intrigue, and not a re- 
cord of the feelings and wishes 
of the aristocracy of Kerowlee. 

Political Agent has, during 
the last year, received two 
memorials, very numerously 
signed by Thakoor Luchmun 
Chund and other Chiefs, regard- 
ing claims of Nawah Surfuraz 
Khan against theKerowlee Go- 
vernment : in both cases the 
memorials were returned, as 
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Political Agent would not ac- 
knowledge tke right of the 
Chiefs or any other inhabi- 
tants of Kerowlee to dictate 
or interfere individually or in 
a body in any matter. 

To the memorial of the 
Chiefs in favor of Mnddun 
Pal seventy signatures were 
attached ; of these — 

24 were Chiefs of Kerowlee. 

6 landed proprietors of Dis- 
tricts paying no tribute. 

7 relatives of Muddun Pal. 
33 who had no right to vote. 

Grounds of preference of the ' The nominal grounds of pre- 
Chiefs for Muddun Pal. ference of Chiefs for Muddun 

Pal are his rights : the real 
ones are the supposed conse- 
quent removal or relaxation 
of British influence and .resto- 
ration of the iniquitous sys- 
tem under which they ag- 
grandized themselves. 

Opinion of the neighbouring The signatures of 9 CMefs, 
Chiefs and their grounds of pre- inhabitants of neighbouring 
ference. States, are affixed to the me- 

morial: that of the Bao of 
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Surmuttra is amongst the 
numher.* The Uao told 
Political Agent that he had 
no preference for Muddun 
Pal’s claims, and wished to 
obtain permission to sign be- 
fore he did so ; wherefore Poli- 
tical Agent conceives his sig- 
nature resulted from some 
Chiefs of his acquaintance hav- 
ing also signed; cannot account 
for the other 9 signatures. 
The chief family of Pahar- 
gurli, in Gwalior, is in favor of 
Muddun Pal’s claims, having 
given him 2 or 3 wives ; Avhilst 
the Shoorpoor family is in 
favor of Ehurt Pal, the mo- 
•ther of Nursing Pal (Goo- 
jee) being of that house. 


* He has lands in Kerowlee. 

(Sd.) H. M. Lawrence, 

Agent, Qovr. Oenl. 


(Abstracted.) 

(Sd.) J. 0. Beooke, Capt 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 10. 

Abstract of opinions of Political Officers in Eajpootana regarding the 
Kerowlee Succession question, in replj’- to Circulars Nos. 430 and 
437 from Agent, Governor General, for the States of Eajpootana. 

The succession to the tlirone of Kerowlee should 
rest, according to Majors Kickards, 
_o Opinions regarding success- Anderson, and Captain Brooke, with 

Muddun Pal as nearest of kin ; the 
preference of the Chiefs showing he has no mental or physical 
disqualification. Major Anderson says, that the paper pro- 
duced hy the Queen mother, as expressive of the wishes 
of the late Bajah, is supposed to have been a forgery, or, 
admitting the paper to he genuine, it is considered the act 
of an immature judgment. 


Major Eickards says, that Bhurt Pal was not adopted 
according to Eajpoot custom, as the late Eajah did not 
publish the fact to his Chiefs, Idnsmen, and dependants, 
nor gave gifts or perform the usual ceremonies; and also 
because the widow of the late Eajah had no legal right to 
adopt a child. 


Captain Burton mentions the opinion of tlie Eao of 
Kotah that the adoption of Bhurt Pal, 
Opinion of neighbouring who is two dcgrecs further removed, 

Chiefs regarding claims of i j -l i i j p • • i- 

Muddun Pal and Bhurt Pal. WOUid. 06 the height ot injUStlCC 

to Muddun Pal and his sons, and 


decidedly at variance with the usages and doctrines of 
Hindoos. 


Lieutenant Mason states that among the signatures 
to the memorial of the Chiefs, &c., of Kerowlee in favor of 
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Muddun Pal, were those of nine Chiefs of neighbouring 
States, amongst them the E.ao of Surmuttra, for most of 
which lie cannot account. 

The preference of the Chiefs of Kerowlee for Muddun 
Pal is ascribed by Captains Burton 
Tho grounds of the prefer- and Broolco to the hope that the 

ence of tho Chiefs for Muddun . , , ■> i . 

Pal. accession would result in a more 

permanent and resolute Government 
than could be expected from a child of Bliurt Pal’s age, 
who must continue for several years secluded in the female 
apartments, and have his affairs managed by a Banee 
and British Officer. Captain Burton also mentions that 
Muddun Pal has children, wherefore ulterior possession by 
his heir would be certain whereas the birth of a son to 
his juvenile rival is remote : but the reason whieh would 
predominate most in the minds of the Chiefs in deeiding 
between the merits of the parties would consist in the 
withdrawal of the Political Agent from interference in 
the affairs of the State, to which the rude people of 
Kerowlee have ever evinced an antipathy. 

Lieutenant Mason affirms Muddun Pal’s rights as the 
ostensible reason of the preference of the Chiefs that the 
relaxation of British management would be followed by a 
restoration of the iniquitous system under which the Chiefs 
aggrandized themselves, and which would most probably 
ffourish under Muddun Pal, who, opposed to lawful autho- 
rity, was, according to Lieutenant Mason’s opinion, the 


•This is a inistake; his sons are dead. — H. M. Laweence, Qovr. Qenl.’s Agent, 




SirCCESSIO:? TO THE KEROWEEB CIIIEFSHIP. 


91 


director of a secret conspiracy against tlie life of liis 
Sovereign. 

Lieutenant Mason says, that tlie only argument having 
any weight with him against the claims of Bhurt Pal is 
that, being a minor and unmarried, he had no power to 
adopt; but that this plea never having been urged in any 
document setting forth the claims of Muddun Pal, he con- 
ceives that, in the general opinion of the people of the. 
country. Nursing Pal was not under age : that Officer 
also adds, that, though Bhurt Pal’s friends cannot produce 
instances of bachelors adopting, they say there is no rule 
against their doing so : that Nursing Pal was betrothed 
before he ascended the throne, but that he could not marry, 
according to Eajpoot customs, until he should have become 
bond fide master of his inheritance. 

(Sd.) John 0. Brooke, Captain. 


ENCLOSURE NO. II. 

Abstract of Answers of questions propounded in Circulars Nos. 430 and 
437 regarding practice of Adoption to Chiefships in Rajpootana. 

Mu. Buandeeth says, “ the object of adoption is evinced 
by the derivation of the Sanscrit word 
“pootr,” a son, because “Rayuta” 
he delivers (from hell). Captain Burton says, it is the 
preservation of the succession in one family, excluding 
female roots and preventing the introduction of a foreigner, 
through the caprice or partiality of a reigning Prince or 
his widow. 


Object of Adoption. 
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Qualification to adopt rests upon the person being desti- 
„ ^ tute of male issue, and the laTV enioins 

Qualification to adopt. jt j. «i -i 

that the adopter should not seek a 
son till past the age of begetting one — (Mr. Brandreth.) 
Sir B. Shakespear says, “ there is no rule on this head, hut 
there is no form so binding as when a man, having lost 
his wives and despairing of having a son of his own, openly 
adopts one.” 

Mr. Brandreth and Captain Burton both say that, 
on the husband’s death, it is the right 

Adoption right of husband. ,,.1,1. 

01 his widow to adopt ; that, during 
life, “ the husband should consult with liis wife as to the 
person to be adopted should they differ, it is her duty 
to yield as being under his authority, and that the right 
of adoption is absolute with him. 

Captain Burton adds that the selection must be made 
“ with the knowledge and consent of 

Fact of publication. . . - n n -i 

the principal members of the family 
and of the chief Counsellors of State. The ceremonies, 
as far as practicable, with recognition of the title, must 
be effected in public.” Major Bickards, in addition, lays 
great stress upon the fact of publication. Mr. Brandreth 
quotes Mr. Sutherland’s Synopsis, page 218, that “ giving 
notice of the event to the Bajah and sending invitations 
to kinsfolk appear rather to give publicity and notoriety 
than to be any essential part of the adoption.” 

It may be inferred (Mr. Sutherland’s Synopsis, page 
212) that, if male issue be disquali- 

Adoption by reason of dis- rti-i it* t j t 

qnaimoation of male issue. ficd by auy legal impediment, such 
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as loss of caste, tlie affiliation of a son miglit legally 
take place. 


A doubt, be continues, might be entertained as to the 
yalidity of an adoption by one not be- 

- Disqualification of adoption. . . tit 

ing in tbe order of Grubi (bouse-bolder 
or married man), or by a blind, impotent person disqualified 
from inheriting : the correct opinion appears to be that an 
adoption by any of the persons described would be yalid. 


Sir E>. Shakespear, Major Anderson, and Captains Burton 
and Brooke all say, and Lieutenant 
M. Mason seems to imply, tliat a 
mi n or cannot adopt, and that there 
is no instance known to them of a Bajpoot Chief, a bache- 
lor, who was not at the same time a minor : “ such an 
adoption would not be binding to the clan ; and after the 
Chief’s death the question would be discussed on its 
merits, and such adoption would haye little weight” — (Sir 
B.. Shakespear.) “ Celibacy is so stigmatized that no Hindoo 
would haye the temerity to remain single: a bachelor is 
a nonentity in the social code of Hindostan: their mar- 
riages are contracted in early life ; but as an impubescent 
male or female cannot adopt or deyise property, the 
inheritance then descends in a collateral line” — (Captain 
Burton.) An exception to the above is mentioned in the 
case of Tara Baee at Gwalior, aged 7, on the death of her 
youthful husband ; Junkojee Bao Scindiah being declared 
by the voice of the CMefs their Sovereign and adopting the 
present ruler of Gwalior. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Lawrence quotes Macnaghten, 
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Cliap. VI., Vol. 2, page 1*75, to sTiow tliat adoption by a 
bachelor is not at variance mth Hindoo Law ; no instance is, 
however, known to him, and the only one mentioned is by 
Lieutenant Mason : it is that of Bhurt Pal by Maharajah 
Nursing Pal of Kerowlee. 

A widow can adopt after husband’s death, having receiv- 
ed his consent to do so — (Captain 
hntbSrcoMent'Lbtdner*^ Burtou and Mr. Brandreth.) The 

Sudder Bewanny Beports, Yol. 3, 
page 387, and Vol. 2, page 168, have ruled that the husband’s 
consent is necessary ; but the Vyuvahara Myookh, a Avork 
much esteemed among the Mahrattas, and with Avhich the 
customs of Bajwarra are more in unison than with any other, 
says, the sanction of the husband is not necessary; the 
consent of the husband’s relatives alone is sufficient. 

Mr. Porbes, Political Agent, Myhe-Kantah, says, that 

■ Adoption by widow without Guzeiut adoptions must take place 
husband’s consent. dui’ing the lifc-time of a Chief; it 

cannot take place after his death by his widow: in case 
of death, the succession would proceed to the next male 
heir. Majors KeUy and Anderson, Captain Burton and 
Lieutenant Mason take the same view: "unless the proper 
heir be disqualified by insanity or any other infirmity from 
assuming the reins of sovereignty, when whoever Avas next 
of kin would succeed by right of propinquity” — (Major 
Keily.) Captain Burton says, the right of the nearest male 
relative would not be disputed by the principal feudatories, 
unless he had committed some grave act of treason. Lieute- 
nant Mason says, that at Kerowlee there was one succession 
by right of propinquity. 
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Sir R. Shakespear, Mr. Brandretli, and Captain Brooke 
. ^ , state that, on the death of her 1ms- 

Adoption by widow with 

consent of relations nnd Utllldj it is the widow’s duty to consult 

his relations and adopt an heir -with 
their consent. “ The chief men of the clan assemble ; the 
wudow names the person, and the Chiefs agree or persuade 
her to adopt some one else : no adoption can he made 
Avithout her consent nor without the consent of the majority 
of the clan” — (Sir R. Shakespear.) Captain Brooke says, the 
Chiefs of the State are consulted to induce them to present 
their nuzzurs of allegiance, hut in case the Ranees agree 
with the family and household as to the person to he chosen, 
they, as feudal dependants, have no right to interfere. 


The same Officer continues : should the Ranees not 
agree and refuse to yield, the Chiefs 
BnwSion? “ocossary to family “ cau put a successor on 
famUy and throuc independently of them, as 

adoption is not necessary to suc- 
cession. In like manner, in case of there being no widow, or 
the widows becoming suttee, the succession is determined 
by election by the family and Chiefs, wffio go through 
the usual ceremonies. ” All such, however, require the sanc- 
tion of the Sovereign in case of large fiefs and of the Chiefs 
in case of lesser ones : the instance of Maharana Sii’dar 


cession. 


Singh, of Oodeypoor, is given, called to the throne by the 
Chiefs and household in opposition to the Zenana influence 
which was exerted in favor of the son of Maharaj Sheer 
Singh, and in Avhose case the ceremonies merely of adoption 
were gone through, as well as that of Rawnl Bahadoor 
Singh, of BansAvarra, chosen by the AriU of the Chiefs in pre- 
ference to the Khandoo Maharaj, the " next of kin.” 
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Captain Burton says, that the allodial nobility exercise 
the power of nominating to their own Estates, and, as an 
instance of the power of the Chiefs, adduces the succession 
of the present Maharajah of Jeypoor, who was a posthumous 
child, and superseded the claims of a hoy adopted during 
his father’s life-time,'®^' which was done entirely by the 
Nobles of the country. In Kcrowlee also the Chiefs in 
full conclave elected Pertah Pal, the predecessor of the late 
Bajah, to the throne, when Pirthce Pal (the choice of the 
Ranees) Iiad, with his mother, removed into her native 
country. 

Lieutenant Mason mentions two instances of election 
by Chiefs, feudal dependants, retainers, &c. : 1st, Toorsun Pal 
elected Maharajah of Kerowlce after the death of Gopal 
Singh ; and 27id, Pursotun Singh’s election to the Rao of 
Surmuttra in succession to his cider brother, Jeswunt Singh. 
Lieutenant Mason, however, considers these cases to have 
been irregular, and, in common with Major Anderson, 
Captain Burton, and the Bombay Political OIEcers, thinlvs 
the succession ought to fall, in cases where there lias been 
no adoption, to the “ next of kin.” 

In the paper Mr. Brandreth received from Oodeypoor, 
on the question of adoption by widow 

saUedf'^^ eoponor to bo con- COnSOUt of husband, it IS 

stated that the feudal superior of the 
Estate should be consulted, and he has a right to object in 
the event of his being satisfied that the person sought in 
adoption is disqualified from want of capacity or other 


• No, the adoption was after the Maharajah’s death. — H. M. Lawrence, Agent, Qcnnr. Qenl, 
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causes ; and in that case he will nominate some other, person, 
and his nominee Avill he received. “ The Eawul of Jeypoor,” 
the same gentleman proceeds, “ makes no mention of the 
interference of a superior authority, hut merely observes 
that, if the husband should have died witliout havins: 
signified his wishes with regard to his heir, either in writing 
or before competent witnesses, his udfe must consult with 
his relations, and can adopt whom she pleases after ob- 
taining their consent.” Major Uickards says, that inter- 
ference is generally disallowed by Bnjpoots, but that it 
does occasionally take place, and gives two instances, one 
of the Thakoor of Diggce adopting with the consent of 
the other Thakooranecs and the Maharajah, and the other 
of the Avidow of the llajah of Kundcla adopting by the 
orders of the Maharajah of Jeypoor. In Marwar, "when 
the widow and Chiefs disagree, a reference is made to the 
Maharajah, and the adoption is delayed until some agree- 
ment can be come to.” 

Mr. Brandreth makes allusion to the case of Ahmed- 
nuggur as one in Ayhich, after the 
adoption of Mabai-ajali Tuklit Singh 
to the throne of Jodhpoor, tlie right 
of the AvidoAv of the former E-ajah to adopt Avas set aside by 
the British Governmep-t and Ahmednuggur lapsed to 
Eedur. Major Keily, however, says that it reverted to Eedur 
in consequence of failure of heirs male, and because " no 
adoption can take place without the consent of the Durbar, 
Avhich stands in the same light as next of kin, and Avhose 
interests must be equally respected.” 

Adoption ought to take jolace Avithin 12 days after -the 

N 
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death of the adopter — (Mr. Brandreth and Sir B. Shakes- 

Period at which adoption pehr ;) yet this is not absolutely 
ought to take place. uecessary, and several cases are cited 

in which the final selection could not have been decided for 
a much longer period. 

The adoption should (according to the same Authorities 

Eight to adopt with senior ^ud Captain Burton) be by the 

first wife, who alone in Bajwarra 
has the power of adoption, whatever may he the rank of 
the others, though the case of Gungapersad Bae is 
quoted in the Sudder Bewanny Beports (Vol. II., page 136), 
in which a son was adopted by each of two widows and 
was held by the Court to be valid. 

Sir B. Shakespear, Major Keily, and Lieutenant Mason 

Claim of “nearest of kin” cousidei’ that the “nearest of kin” 
to be adopted. ought to be adopted. Major Beily 

says, that in all cases the adoption must be made with 
consent of next heir to the throne ; but if he refuses to 
waive his right, the adoption cannot take place, for, if 
there was no check of this sort, it would be in the power 
of the Chief, if so disposed, to do grievous wrong to the 
next heir; and also, if the custom of the country per- 
mitted the widow to select from whomsoever she pleased, 
it is presumed she would never run the risk of being 
detected in pretended pregnancy by the imposition of a 
spurious cliild, either bought or obtained from her con- 
nexions, a practice which has been frequently attempted. 
The Genealogical Trees of the Assoph and Marote families, 
furnished by Sir B. Shakespear, both pass over the nearest 
of kin and adopt younger branches of the family. Lieute- 
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naiit Mason too adds that the rule has been deviated from 
as often as followed, and Chiefs may please themselves hy 
excluding near and adopting more distant relations. He fur- 
nishes eight cases of adoption of “next of bin” and eleven 
cases in which the “nearest of kin” were passed over, 
.many of these being drawn from the Kerowlee royal family. 
In four the lineal heir did not acknowledge the adoption, 
and in only one was the adoption by the widow. 

Major Hickards, Mr.-Porhes, Mr. Brandreth, Captains 
Burton and Brooke, on the contrary, say, that the person 
adopted need not he “next of kin,” but selected from the 
lineal or collateral descendants in the male line. In proof 
of this the selection of the present Maharana of Oodey- 
poor in preference to his eider brother and sons, and of 
Bahadoor Singh, of Banswarra, in preferenee to the Khandoo 
Maharaj, and of the Doongurpoor llawul in preference to 
the senior branches of the family, are familiar instances. 

In Jhallawar adoption is allowed, but the selection 
restricted to the lineal descendants of Jalim Singh, the 
State having had its rise in him. Captain Burton, who 
mentions tliis, also refers to Ham Singh, the present ruler 
of Kotah, and nephew of the late Maharao Kishen Singh, 
who was adopted in 1826 to the prejudice of his uncle, the 
next lineal heir (Bishen Singh). The questions resulting 
from this were proposed to a Select Committee of Hindu 
Pundits. The answers were given unanimously and cor- 
responded with Mr. Gordon’s own opinion, and the Pundits 
quoted the passages of the Dhurm Shastres and Poorans, 
in which the above doctrines are held. They found that 
a Prince can adopt his nephew to the exclusion of his 
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Tjrotlier, senior to the father of the nephew; that the age 
of a person does not affect the right of adoption ; and that, 
if a son he horn subsequent to the adoption of liis nephew, 
the right of the latter to succession ceases, but he is entitled 
to a suitable provision. This was deemed satisfactory, and 
two years afterwards Rain Singii succeeded to the throne 
of ICotah, 

The present Rajah of Kishengurh and Kotah are both 
mentioned by Captain Burton as having been adopted by 
the widows of their predecessors to the cxtjlusion of the 
“ next of kin.” 

Captain Brooke conceives that, during his life-time, a 

SoiooUon by Princo during may adopt whomsoever of his 

hiB lifo-timo, &c. relations he chooses, provided he can 

persuade the Chiefs and family to present nuzzurs, and this 
acts as a powerful check on his choice. 

The adoption of the Pertabgurh Rajah by the late RaAVul 

. . of Boongurpoor, mentioned bbth by 

Sclootion of stranger. _ , , _ , , , , 

Colonel BaAvrence and the above 
Olhcer, is an instance of the adoption of a stranger, Avhich, 
hoAvever gained, still held good as an adoption and AAmuld 
liave entitled the Rajah of Pertabgurh to succOed to Boon- 
gurpoor had hot the other throne fallen' vacant. 

Whilst alloAving that a preference should’ be given to n 
brother’s son or near relation, Mr. Brandreth does' not think 
it indispensable, but that a choice may be made' from more 
distant ones ; and adduces in proof the choice of a son of the 
Rajah of Mar war, fourteen generations removed, by the AAudow 
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of Maliarajah Juggut Singh, of Jeypoor, setting aside the 
descendants of Bharmull. Another case which exhibits the 
entire independence of the husband is given in the case of 
the Pergunnah of Bhinae. The Bajah of Bandurwarra, 
against the wishes of relations, rejected a son of the Jodahs, 
who was a near relation, and adopted one of the family of 
Jugmala, the son of the Thakoor of Lamha. These, however, 
must he regarded as exceptions to a general rule, as all the 
0£S.cers and Authorities agree that the adoption ought to he 
made from the same tribe, and even family, of deceased Prince. 

Mr. Brandretli, Mr. Porhes, Major Keily, and Captain 

Brooke consider mental or physical 

Mental or physical defects , , ^ ^ , 

disqualifications for adoption dcfccts as disqualifications for adop- 
to a throne. ^ tlironc. The first gentle- 

man also says, that a lame or blind son would succeed before 
an adopted one, but a younger son free from infirmities 
would succeed before his elder, infirm brother, who, 'however, 
must have a provision made for him ; but if the latter have 
a perfect son, the succession would he his right before the 
younger brothers : a reason is always assigned for passing 
over any particular individual; the elder brother of the 
present Bawul of Doongurpoor having been , passed over in 
consequence of being pitted with small-pox — (Captain 
Brooke.) 

In different States of B-ajwarra. there are certain fami- 
lies from which, on the failure of 

In Eajwan-a families from _ • n • i i 

whom selection for the throne issue, it IS generally Considered an 

adoption ought to take place ; in 

Marwar ■ from the descendants of Ajeet Singh ; at Oodey- 

poor from the Ranawuts — (Mr. Brandi’eth.) Major Anderson 
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says, so long as a blood relation exists at Serolii, no adop- 
tion can be made beyond the pale of consanguinity; 
failing a blood relation, adoption can be made by the Eao 
from among the Deora Ohohans, but not without the consent 
of his wives and his principal Chiefs. 

An only or an eldest son must not be given in adop- 

Oniy or eldest son not to be tiou— (Mr. Braudrcth and Major 
given in adoption. E-ickards ;) it may, however, be done 

for his advantage. Doorjun Sal in his life-time adopted the 
eldest son of Ajeet Singh, the aged Chief of Umtah. The 
Jhala Minister took upon himself to alter this, and, contrary 
to Ajeet Singh’s wishes, placed the latter on the throne ; after 
his death his eldest son- succeeded— (Captain Burton.) 

Major Eickards remarks that nearness of kindred is 

Eldest son heir to his own generally barred in case of the first- 
father’s Estates. bom son, wlio is supposed heir to his 

own father’s property ; of the remaining sons the adopter 
may make choice, and here the principle of fitness comes into 
play : “ on the same grounds where two men are equally 
near, greater fitness on the part of one will make his 
adoption legal.” 

It is against custom for an elder son to be adopted to a 

Eidestson cannot boadoptcd smaUer Estate, as it is not in the 
to a smaller Estate. powor of the father to remove his 

son to his^ disadvantage — (Mr. Brandreth.) This point was 
decided by a majority of Thakoors assembled at Ajmere, 
where the wido^y of the Thakoor of Koda adopted the heir 
of the larger fief, Para. The legality of such a course was 
referred for decision to the States of Oodeypoor, Shahpoorah, 
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Kisliengiirli, Kotali, and Jhallawar, and answer was returned 
nnanimonsly to tlie effect tliat the heir of a large Estate 
could not succeed hy adoption to a small one. All the 
principal Thakoors of Ajmere were summoned to give their 
opinion, which was, that no adoption under the circum- 
stances would he Talid : this decision was founded on the 
consideration that no such adoption had ever taken place,* 
and that the Thakoor of Para could not disinherit his 
son, as, after his transfer to Koda, he could not inherit his 
omi father’s Estate. 

The adopted party must not be the son of one whom the 
^ , X . adopter could not have married : — 

Sisters son or daughter s 

thus, a sister’s son or a daughter’s 
son would he debarred, though the custom prevails amongst 
the ]\Iahrattas ; nor would it he lawful for a Kuchawa to 
adopt a Sesodya, &c. 

A brother or an uncle may not he adopted according 
to the Shastres, hut the adopted 

Brother or uncle. **• 

son ought to he of the same or 
younger generation — (SirR. Shakespear.) Mr. Eorhes men- 
tions the same custom as prevailing in Guzerat. The pre- 
sent Rana of Oodeypoor, however, is a brother of the late 
Rana’s and in tlie family of Ahwa, of which the Genealogi- 
cal Tree is furnished hy Sir R. Shakespear: the person 
standing in place of uncle to the deceased Thakoor thought 
himself aggrieved, fought for the succession, and was slain. 


* The Tvidow denied that she 7iad made an adoption after the son of the Thakoor 
of Para had been in possession three years : the adoption probably was illegal, but 
no sort of evidence was taken ns to its not having been made. — H. M. L-A-Weekce, 

Oovr. Oenl.'s Agent. 
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An interesting case of succession is mentioned by Mr. 
Brandretli as having occurred at Kisliengurli : Pirtliee Singh, 
the grandson of Bagh Singh, the second son of Bahadoor 
Singh, a former Bajali of Kishengurli, was adopted by a direct 
descendant of Bahadoor Singh’s with the assent of most of 
the Chiefs : Bhopal Singh, the son of an elder brother of 
Pirtliee Singh’s father, disputed the succession; all the 
Chiefs of the State were consulted on the occasion, and they 
gave it as their opinion that the adoption ought to be made 
from' the descendants of Bahadoor Singh, and, provided this 
were done, there might be a latitude in the choice, which 
need not be restricted to tbe elder branch. Colonel Suther- 
land, to whom the case was referred, after taking the opinion 
of the Chiefs, consulted Maun Singh, Maharajah of Jodhpoor, 
who was looked up to by all Rajpoots for his knowledge of 
the customs and precedents of caste ; his voice supported 
the decision of the Ranee and Chiefs, and finally the adop- 
tion received the sanction of the British Government: 
Pirtliee Singh was the fifth son of Bheem Singh, so that 
his four elder brothers, besides Bhopal Singh and his sons, 
were passed over. 

Mr. Brandretli also shows that by the Statutes of Menu, 

Same Bon cannot be adopted page 168, tlie saiue son cannot 

by two fatbors. jjg adopted by two or more fathers. 

Adoption is also, by the same Authority, sometimes 

Adoption Bometimea annnU- annuUablc, aS iu tllC CaSC of the 

death of an eMer son, when the 
youngest, who has succeeded by adoption to a small Estate, 
becomes heir to a larger one. Thakoor of Kuchavun is 
instanced, who, on the death of his eldest son, though he 
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had two others, recalled his second son from Palarai to the 
widow of the Thakoor of which place he had given him for 
adoption. 

A son cannot he given in adoption without the consent 

Consent of adopted son’s of Ms own parents— (Ml’. Brandi'etli.) 
parents necessary. Suddei’ Reports decided that, 

where the son is given in adoption by the widow without 
having obtained her husband’s consent, or where he has not 
been delivered over by either of his parents, but only by his 
brother, the adoption is invalid. 

Adoption does not rest upon any particular ceremony, 

. Intention of adoption snffi- the non-fulfilment of which would 

invalidate it: the intention of the 
adopter decides the question. AU that is necessary is to 
prove this ; and when this is established, ceremonies that 
have been neglected can be performed after the adopter’s 
death by his widow. 

’^Vllen the choice has been decided on, but before the 
ceremonies have been performed, if 

Adopter can change in his . . 

choice before ceremonies have the father should Wlsh to reject him 
been performed. it. . i i t -i , 

and adopt another, he can do so ; but 
must make some provision for him whom he rej’ected. 

In the same way, if^ after adoption, a legitimate son be 

In case a legitimate son be adopted OnC is paSSed Over- 
born after adoption. (Mr. Brandreth;) but an adequate 

provision must be made for him. The answer from Oodey- 
poor stated that the adopter ought to make an agreement 
■with, the parents of the adopted son, such agreement being 

o 
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attested by live .(5) witnesses, that he will make a certain 
provision for him in the event of a legitimate son being 
born, who will of course succeed to the Estates. The adop- 
tion of the brother of the Bhinae Bajah by theThakoor of 
Burlais mentioned, to whom a legitimate son was afterwards 
born and who succeeded to the Estate. 

All agree that the age of a person is no bar to his 
Ago of adopted son no adoption, and the instances of Maha- 

rajah Tukht Singh, of Marwar, 
Rawul Bahadoor Singh, of Banswarra, and the Maharana of 
Oodeypoor are all cases in point. Lieutenant Mason says, 
that the adopted person should be a ehild, but that the rule 
may be deviated from. 

Eestriction as to age (Mr. Brandreth) only relates to 

Eoafcriction in caaoa in which ^ases in whicli no relationship exists 
thoro is no relationship. wlien an infant Under 0 years must 

be adopted : according to the Myookh there is no restriction 
when a relation is adopted. 

Colonel Lawrence ascribes the reason for choosing 

Reason for adopting mi- tO be * * * « 

because long minorities are favorable 

to peculation. 


Forms of Adoption and Fesults. 

The customs to be observed in adoption are laid down 

Hnshand and wife both by Mr. Brandreth. The Chief and his 

wife, having agreed that there is no 
chance of their having a son, fix upon one to adopt, and send 
for his horoscope, which is compared with the adopters’. 
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If propitious, tlic relatives of the family and others are 
consulted, and the parents of the hoy are asked : the hoy 
generally resides with the family to whieh he is to belong 
for some 5 or G months before the adoption takes place. 


If the adopter is too ill to undertake the ceremonies 

In i.n.imr.i ni point of at tlic poiiit of dcatli, all that 
tieoUi nr vrrv ill. jicccssary is to assemble the 

relations with the utmost expedition, to tell them 
the Chief’s pleasure and to enjoin them to observe it; 
and a pajier to the same clTect is prepared, to which all 
parties afiix their signatures. 


If the husband dies before the adoption takes place, and 

Kim.Mn.i.iio.iuroro n«iop. ^^ft Iiis comiuands to his wife 

tion j’lnco. subjcct, after the 12 days of 

mourning arc over, the turban, shield, and sword of the 
deceased arc placed on the principal sent, and, the relations 
being assembled, the .Toshcc and Purohit invest the adopted 
son with the turban, &c. ; the relations and subjects then 
approach, make salutations, and present nuzrars. 

The ceremonies to be observed on a succession to the 
throne are distinct from those on 

Cfrvmonic/i on n Baccpssio)). , . , 

adoption. The new monarch per- 
forms his ablutions with a thousand gurrahs of water, sup- 
posed to be collected from the four oceans, to which is added 
some from the Ganges; or, instead of this, with water taken 
from all the thousand pitchers : he then adorns himself 
in the most magnificent manner and proceeds to the Dur- 
bar, when, after the tiluk, &c., the ceremonies are consider- 
ed coinjilete. 
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The son after adoption cannot inherit in his natural 

Inhoritanco of son after family; liG is a Stranger to them in 
ndoption. respects hut marriage, ivuth re- 

gard to which all the prohibitions continue in force : he 
must also, if he has come into possession, resign his natural 
Estate : he succeeds to the property of his adoptive father, 
and has all the rights of a posthumous son; and incase of 
there being other legitimate sons, his share in the succession 
is one-half of theirs. 

In case of the adopted son being a minor, his adoptive 

motlier is his proper pruardian, and 

Gnardianaliip of adopted eon. /»i i \ ° m 

after her the father s relatives. Tbe 
Eawul of Jeypoor mentions that the most deserving of the 
relatives should be selected, but he must be restrained from 
usurpation, and can only incur such expenses for his ward 
as are absolutely necessary. 

The Sudder Eewanny Reports (I, page 209, Sham Chun- 

Two ormoresncceasivondop. clurundal versiis Narajni Eebehandal) 
tions by the samo person. ^re quotcd by Mr. Rraudreth, « from 

which this principle was deduced, that there may be two 
successive adoptions under due authority for that purpose 
by the widows of the same man.” No cases in proof of this 
custom are given by Mr. Brandreth, but Sir Riclimond 
Shakespear, Major Rickards, and Captain Brooke, all give 
instances: the first Officer the .cases of the Sathine and 
Kejurla family, where the widow of Bharut Singh adopted 
no less than three times: Major. Rickards mentions three 
adoptions by the same widow in the Chiefship of Danta, in 
Jeypoor, a second adoption in the Cliiefship of Rehlanahand 
in that of Kutwa, and that such has been the common 
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practice in former years in Jeypoor: Captain Brooke states 
that the present* Baj ah of Sunarrarra is a second adoption 
by the mdow of Bajah Butteh Singh, the first adopted son 
having died soon after his accession and -while still a minor ; 
and that the widow of Baj Singh, the Puar Chief of Buna- 
sun, has adopted three successive times. 

Lieutenant Mason says, a second adoption can he made 
after the death of the first adopted son. Captain Burton, 
however, supposes it can only take place when the first 
adoption has been made during the life-time of the Chief, as 
a subsequent selection cannot be supposed to have emanated 
from him. The right of succession would then, according to 
Captain Burton, devolve “ on the presumptive heir, and he 
would he supported by the principal Chiefs of the country, 
whose suffrage and sanction are necessary to every suc- 
cession, whether by adoption or succession.” 

(Abstracted.) 

(Sd.) J. C. Brooke, Captain, 

Asstt. FoUl. Agent, Meywar. 



110 


8UCCKSSION TO TiiK KEHowLr.n ciiiin’siur. 


ENCLOSURE NO. 12. 

Answers from Thahoor Soonthir Fal, father of Mxidthm Tal, to the 

qncsllons regarilhg Succession propounded hg the Governor General’s 

Agent, 

Question. — Isl. What is the custom regarding succession 
and adoption in Kerowlee among the Chiefs and Thakoors ? 

Answer. — 1st. If a Sovereign liave no issue, and he old or 
about to become old, ho can adopt him who is nearest of kin 
for the peace of the State and succession to his property ; but 
if he die before he'has adopted any one, then his widow can 
adopt the nearest of kin. 

Question . — %hI. Is the custom that is current the same 
that has always been, or has there been ever any change ; 
if so, state it and the causes ? 

Anstoer. — 2«c?. There has been no change in tlic cus- 
toms, that have been always current. 

Question. — ?>rcl. At the time of adoption what customs 
are requisite to complete the act of adoption, and it is also 
necessary to know to whom the right of adoption belongs ? 

Answer. — 3rc?. Tlie near relations and connections, and 
the Sirdars and Ministers, being assembled, adopt him Avho 
is “nearest of kin,” and feed all who are present, and 
hold Durbars and rejoicings, and give the Teeka on the 
forehead of the adopted person, and present nuzzurs, and 
order cannon to be fired, tliat every one may be informed 
and notified of the fact, and perform all the ceremonies 
in like manner as if they were celebrating a marriage. The 
power of maldng the adoption rests first with the Chief; 
after his death with his widow ; after her with his mother ; 
after the latter’s death with his brother ; provided that the 
Prince himself be not an adopted person : if there be none of 
the above parties, then the relations who possess greatest 
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dignity and i^isdom adopt and seat on the throne him who 
is the near relation. 

Question. — MJi. If a Prinee or Chief die without issue 
and without haying made an adoption, what is the custom 
for succession in your State in such a case ? 

Answer. — Wi. If a Sovereign die without having issue 
or having adopted a son, the widow takes him who is the 
nearest of kin. 

Question. — ^th. What is the custom in case the Prince 
he not married ? 

Answer. — Mh. His mother adopts : if he has no 
mother, then the power rests with his brother ; but if the 
Sovereign be himself an adopted person, the power rests 
with the mother of that place into which he had been 
adopted : his real mother has in such a case no power. 

Question. — ^th. At what age is a Prince 'considered fit 
to be entrusted with the affairs of the State ? 

Ansioer. — Qth. At 15 years of age. 

Question. — *lth. Should thei*e be no son and the Prince 
not have adopted one, would he who is nearest of kin be the 
heir, or would there be a choice made from others, and 
with whom would the right of making the choice rest ? 

Answer. — 7th. If there be no son or adopted son, who- 
ever is the near relation succeeds ; no one else can come. At 
the time that llajah Hurbuksh Pal died Rajah Pertab Pal, 
who was the nearest relation, succeeded him and was seated 
on the throne ; and at the time that Rajah Pertab Pal died 
without issue, his Ranee, Ohundelanjee, collecting his 
brothers and relations, sent for and adopted Nursing Pal, 
who of the survivors was the nearest of kin. In place of 
Nursing Pal at Hudotee, Colonel Low, Governor General’s 
Agent, Rajpootana, decided that Muddun Pal, who was the 
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nearest of kin, sliould succeed. The right of making the 
adoption is set forth in the answers to the 3rd and 5th 
questions. 

Question . — What is the custom and usage of 
adoption, — should the next of kin he chosen, or one of those 
near of kin, or a foreigner ? Can a foreigner succeed in pre- 
ference to one near of kin ? 

Answer. — 8i^7^. If there he a nearest of kin, it is not 
proper to adopt from the near relations, and hy no means 
can an adoption he made of a stranger : if there should he 
an heir^ then in no way could a person not an heir come 
from a foreign family. 

Question. — 977i. Is it necessary that the adopted person 
he a child ? 

Answer. — 2th. If there he an heir grown up, a chUd can- 
not he adopted, because injury to the State is apparent from 
a child reigning. 

Question. — ^1077^. If the adopted person die, can a second 
adoption he made or not, and whose right would it he to 
make the second adoption ? 

Answer. — \2th. If an adopted person die, then, for the 
security of the State, it is necessary that another he adopted : 
if the deceased was married, the widow adopts ; if not, then 
his mother or brother, provided the Prince himself he not 
an adopted person. 

Question. — ^1177^. In case there he no widow, and it 
he determined to adopt either a child or growh-up person, 
what would he necessary to complete his succession to the 
throne ? If there he any difference in consequence of the 
adopted person being a child or otherwise, state the 
difference. 

Answer. — 1177^. If there he no uddow, a;nd it is necessary 
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to adopt, then the brothers assemble, and whoever amongst 
them is the eldest and fittest goes through the customs. If 
there ho no such individual, the oldest wife of those who 
are near relations adopts and completes the customary 
ceremonies. This is the reason for adopting a grown-up 
person — the splendour and Government of the State are 
preserved. By adopting a child, injury and evil come upon 
the State. Besides this, if the nearest of kin is a grown-up 
person, then what necessity is there for talcing a child, 
and remaining in hopes till his coming of age for the future 
good management of the State ? 

Question. — 12tli. Admitted that it is customary that a 
Prince arrives at age when 15 or 16 years old, if he should 
he less than 15 or 16 years of age, but intelligent and clever 
and very careful, in case he desires to adopt a son, could 
he do so ? 

Answer. — 12th. An adoption is ma^le when there is no 
hope of a son, notwithstanding several marriages and 
reaching the age of nature, and not in the tender age when 
he cannot even marry. Although he have wisdom and 
intelligence, acuteness and knowledge, there is no trust 
in his word or actions, and what necessity is there for him 
to adppt in childhood ? Should he he dying and say any- 
thing which lie may have been instructed by others to siiy 
concerning an adoption at the time of death, will his 
finteUigence and knowledge he such that it may he trusted ? 
At that time he is thinking of his life, and not of the 
management of the State and of who is wise, especially in 
such tender age. 

' • (Translated.) 

(Sd.) J. C. Brooke, Cajjt., 

Asstt. JPoitl. Agent, Meywar. 

p 
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ENCLOSURE NO. (3. 

Abstract of letters from jMahjkk Goojkr, of Hudotec, addressed to 

Political Agentj Kcrowleo. 

. The rig-ht to llic sovereig-nty of the State of Keroivlee 
rested with Maharajah Kursing Pal, who gave that right 
to Bhurt Pal by adopting him, and I trust lie will he con- 
firmed by the British Government. 

I hear that a memorial has been sent you in favor of 
Miiddun Pal, under the seal and signature of the whole 
of the Tliakoors, &c., of Kerowlce ; on which account it 
is necessary I should make you acquainted irith their 
perfidy. After the death of Maharajah Ilurbuksh Pal, the 
Thakoors of all the Kotrees wrote out a paper affirming 
the birth of Pirtliee Pal, for which they’ obtained promises 
of villages, &c., from the Banee Kuchwyjee ; when she had 
given away all she had, they joined Pertab Pal and obtained 
the like promises from him, denying that they had signed the 
above paper. The memorial (Enclosure No. 2) is enclosed 
in this letter. Prom it you Avill understand the dishonest 
and avaricious conduct of the Thakoors and royal relations. 
I should not be surprised if Muddun Pal had obtained their 
signatures by the same underhand means ; but I am above 
such transactions ; no doubt I could, had I made arrange- 
ments for it, have drawn out a memorial less, but somewhat 
like Mtiddun Pal’s ; but I conceive it unnecessary for obtain- 
ing justice from the British Government. 

Maharajah Dhurum Pal made Kheerut Pal Bao of 
Hudotee, otherwise it would have been the right of J us Pal; 
and it was in consideration of this right that Maharajah 
Nursing Pal adopted Bhurt Pal, one of the descendants 
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of tlie said Jus Pal. Adoption is customary in llajwarra, 
and it is not necessary that the presumptive heir be adopt- 
ed. There are numerous examples of this in Jeypoor, 
Uhvur, Kotah, Shoorpoor, and the various Kotrees of 
Kcrowlee. In Jcypoor Mohun Nazir seated Man Singh, 
of Nurwur, on the throne, who was not presumptive heir. 
In like manner, at Kerowlee, after the death of Maharajah 
Goolah Singh, Hem Pal, the presumptive heir, was set 
aside for Toorsun Pal. In the family of Rao Kheerut Singh 
Madho Pal was adopted in supercession to Bukhsh Pal. 
In Jodhpoor Dhokul Singh was the heir, hut the ruler of 
the country caused the succession to devolve on Maharajah 
Tukht Singh. Rao Rukhtawur Singh also succeeded to the 
throne before the Bcejwar Thakoor. Maharajah Nursing 
Pal holding, therefore, the reins of the State adopted Bhurt 
Pal, who, in truth, being of the progeny of Jus Pal, is 
presumptive heir to the throne. 

I trust that the British Government may allow Nur- 
sing Pal’s wishes to he followed out, as has been done 
at Jodhpoor, Oodeypoor, Kotah, &c., since I hear that 
enquiries have been made from the several Political Agents 
in Rajpootana regarding the custom of adoption. The 
Agents must have sent in their letters on information 
procured at the several Courts : I do not know what they 
have written, hut I know that the same eircumstances 
under which Maharajah Nursing Pal adopted Bhurt Pal 
have happened at Oodeypoor, Jodhpoor, ICotah, Hlwur, &c. 
Should the people at these Courts have advised the Agents 
against the legality of the act of Nursing Pal, I myself 
TviR write to them and convict them of the adoptions made 
in their own States. 
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It is supe'rflabus t'6 enquire into ilaliarbjali NUr^ing 
Pal’s age ; lie died aged 16 : l;liere is no need to mention 
Here liis great abilities^ “ age depends on knowledge, and not 
on years.” Tlie Mabarajab possessed the wisdom to preserve 
tbe State amidst the confusion caused by Muddun Pal 
and others : tlie State would have been ruined had not 
the Maharajah deterniined on calling in the Political Agent, 
lie did not call him because he could not himself have 
preserved the well-being of the country, but for the expul- 
sion of the riotous Thakbbrs. This very calling in of the 
British is a certain proof of the Maharajah’s wisdom and 
intelligence, and it was his own act, done without asking 
the advice of any one. 

The period of coming of age is settled by laws by the 
British Government, but they cannbt apply to Hindostaii, 
for, on account of the heat of the country, many men 
and women reach the age of puberty before 15. The Maha- 
rajah was marriageable long before his death; he had 
been betrothed, but the ceremonies had not been completed 
consequent on the squabbles in. the State : his hot being 
married cannot, therefore, be regarded as a prbof that he 
was not fit to manage ills country. The royal family had 
been ' eating the vitals of the State for ‘the last 14 br 16 
years; but the late Maharajah so arranged’ that he stopped 
Iheir’ill deeds, on which they aU became'his enemies; and, 
putting forward the Banees of Pertab Pal (the real movers 
being Mudduii Pal and Luclimun' Ghund), they endeavoured 
by bpeh and secret means to take the Maharajah’s life ; 
they introduced men into the Palace ahd 'plundered the 
country, and revenues : the Maharajah, by calling in the 
Political Agent, destroyed the profits of these' people. 
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It would be very woiiderM if the prayer of a memorial 
signed by these enemies of the Maharajah was granted, for 
how can those whom he desired to chastise act according 
to his wishes ? TFill they not all do as Muddun Pal bids 
them? If the claims of those who quarrel with Rajahs 
be not, as a punishment, destroyed, will hot all those who 
have claims on thrones desire to kill the Rajahs occupying 
them ? A son does not succeed his father when he bears him 
enmity. Moona Jan at Lucknow did not succeed his father, 
hTusseer-ood-deen Hyder, against whom he had rebelled, but 
liad to stand by whilst another relation ascended the throne. 
In like manner, at Kerowlee, Maharajah Manuk Pal’s eldest 
son, Amolulc Pal, was turned out by his father, though he 
did not bear the enmity of Muddun Pal. 

Muddun Pal’s evil deeds have been brought to light, 
and there is no extremity of crime which in his enmity 
he did not attempt to commit. It is not necessary to 
mention it more openly, but when can it happen that a 
person can succeed to the property of him whose life he 
has sought? I am certain you are just. Bhurt Pal is my 
grandson, and I am for good or ill with liim. I trust, 
therefore, that if you have sent on Muddun Pal’s memo- 
rial to the Governor General’s Agent, you will be good 
enough to forward, at the same time, this letter, with its 
enclosures, tliat the disgraceful conduct of the Kerowlee 
people may be made known. 

(Sd.) Sah Goojee. 

(Abstracted.) 

' (Sd.) J. C. BkookE, ' CapL, 

Assif. 'FoUL Agent, 'Meymdr. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 14. 

Free Ti’anslatioa of a memorial addressed ' to the Political Agent, 

Eerowlee, by certain Chiefs, Government servants, and other in- 
habitants of Kerowlee, dated May 1853 (Bysakh Soodee Sumhut 

1909), received 22nd July 1853. 

The throne .of Kerowlee having been vacant for nearly 
eleven months, we are an object of scorn to our relatives, 
and friends in Kajpootana. 

Kao Muddun Pal is the rightful heir to the Kerowlee 
Principality. 

Maharajah Nursing Pal died unmarried, aged 15 years 
and 7 or 8 months : two days after his demise a report of the . 
adoption of Bhurt Pal was spread by certain evil-disposed 
State servants, who consulted only their own interests, and 
not the benefit of the State. 

We have addressed you before regarding these matters, 

Our former memorial and certain letters from the 
Banees have been (we believe) forwarded to the Governor 
General’s Agent, Bajpootana. 

The self-interested officials alluded to assert that the 
khureeta announcing the adoption was sent to you while the 
Maharajah was alive. 

We submit that His Highness was insensible and that 
he was a minor. Prom the tenor of a Notification issued 
under your signature we understood that the Maharajah was 
considered by the British Government a minor. 
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You are our master and just; hitherto the British 
Government has not deprived any man of his right: we 
doubt not that, after due consideration, the right man will 
be acknowledged. 

We shall all pray for your welfare, &e., &c. 

(Signed.) 1 Luclimun Chund, Chief of Umnrgurh. 

Beharce Pal, Chief of Inayutta. 

Sham Pal, Chief of Raothera. 

Hurdeo Pal, Chief of Jeswara. 

5 Nadun Pal, Chief of Kaodeh. 

Pertah Singh, Doolwas. 

Ragh'oonath Singh, Chief of Burthoon. 
Budree Pal, Chief of Baroda. 

Bhowanee Singh, Berondah. 

10 Girdlmr Singh, Berondah. 

Buldeo Singh, Deog^rh. 

Govind Pal, Chief of Purdampoor. 

Korun Singh, Chief of Kiddurpoor. 

Kasee Bam, Chief of Futteh Simur. 

15 Sirdar Singh, Government servant. 

Gopal Singh, „ „ 

Joogul Singh, Chief of Khoobpoora. 

Ram Singh, Chief of Kho. 

Mulloop Pal, Chief of Roopaora. 

20 Bhooput Singh, Chief of Simur. 

Mohun Pal, Chief of Neetra, 

Huijun Singh, Chief of Semurda. 

Imrut Singh, Government servant. 

Bijeh. Singh (of Gwalior?) 

25 Gujraj Singh, Government servant. 

Girdhur Singh, ,, „ 

Mehtah Singh, „ „ 

Nehal Singh, „ „ 
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Phykd Singh, Government servant. 

30 Golah ^ingh, Pauchaloo. 

Pimclmn Singh, Government servant. 
Oodey Singh, „ ,, 

Lutehmun Singh, „ ,, 

Buldeo Singh, „ „ 

35 ICishore Singh, „ „ 

« 

Kupoor Singh Rao, „ „ 

Salamut Singh, „ „ 

Bishen Singh, Gopalpoor. 

Gopal Singh, Chief of Humuggur. 

40' Munohur Singh, Chief of Machee. 

Net Singh, Moteea, Puttehpoor Chief. 
Gunga Singh, „ „ 

Hunmut Singh, Chief of Maehanee. 
Pompluk Singh, Bukhtpoora. 

.45 Shere Singh, Chief of Rampoora. 
Blmgyrant Singh, Mengree. 

Mulkhan Singh, Chief of Kotah. 
Bulwunt Singh,. Chief of Tetwaie. 
Puttooram. 

50 Jeswunt Singh, Chief of Maokhera. 
Oomrao Singh, Government servant. 
Sirdar Singh, Benaiga. 

Lutehmun Singh, Government servant. 
Doongur Singh, Khanpoora. 

65 Khpoman Rao. 

Simhhoo Rao. 

' i . 4 * 

Sulton Singh, Bhyst. 

Heera. 

. . ij * 

.Gop.al. 

60 Bhpwanee. 

Ppongea. 

Spbha. 

Mehrah Khan, Government servant. 
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Mahomed Noor Khan, Governnaent servant. 
65 Runmust Khan, Government servant. 
Saadut Khan, Government servant. 

Aruf Khan, Government servant. 

Chattal Singh, Chief of Kespoora. 
Clmndun Singh, Government servant. 

7 0 Koowur Kishun. 

Kheree Singh. 

72 Eesuree Singh, Chief of Majola. 
(Translated.) 

(Sd.) G. H. Monck Mason, 

Political Agent. 


ENCLOSURE NO. 15. 

Free translation of a letter addressed to the Political Agent, Kerowlee, 
h}’’ certain Judoou Chiefs of Suhbulgurh, a Province in Seindiah^s 
dominions, dated loth July 1853, (Asad Soodee 9th Sumbut 1910,) 
.received 22nd July 1853. 

"When Maharajah Nursing Pal died, Ave all trusted that 
the presence of the Political Agent at Kerowlee would he 
beneficial ; that he would consider our interests, and that the 
rightful heir would obtain his rights. W e still remain hoping 
(i. <?., our hopes have not been realised) : having heard that 
the Judoon Chiefs on the Kerowlee side of the River Chumhul 
Avere ordered to obey the Political Agent’s orders during the 
interregnum, we, the Judoons of both sides, have been and 
remain obedient. 

When the Governor General’s Agent Ausited Kerowlee, 
we w^ere pleased and hoped that a Sovereign would he ac- 
knowledged, and that Ave should ail he invited to KeroAvlee 
(the throne, however, is still empty) ; and on that occasion 

Q 
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the Kerowlee Chiefs only were summoned, and again our 
hope was not realised. We, however, pass our time patiently 
and contentedly in Scindiah’s dominions ; hut all Judoons are 
interested in the welfare of the Kerowlee State. Since the 
British power became paramount, no throne has remained 
vacant so long ; consequently, our friends and relatives in 
Bajpootana jeer us ; therefore, we trust the rightful claim- 
ant will succeed. 

Maharajah Nursing Pal succeeded to the Kerowlee 
Principality, to which he was entitled from the Chiefship 
of Hudotee. 

« 

We shall gain honor and you will earn a good name hy 
due investigation in this matter and acknowledgment of the 
proper heir. ^ 

Pavor us with a reply. 

(Signed hy '1‘k i^ersoiis.J 
(Translated.) 

(Sd.) G. H. Monck Mason, 

Political Agent. 

N. S . — (A letter addressed to the Governor General’s 
Agent, Bajpootana, accompanied this with a copy for the 
Political Agent’s information.) 

(Sd.) G. H. Monck Mason, 

Political Agent. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 17 . 


Quesfioi!^ projwtttitlccl bif Sir R. 
M, Lujrrc'uce, K. c. u., Gorcr- 
vor GencraVs Agcul iu ]iaj. 
poohna, on (be subjeci of aiJop- \ 
(ion and succession. 

Answers from Oodeypoor. 

1, Whntislho cuslom rcgnnl- 
ing succession nnd ndoptioii in yow 
sovereignly, nnti alsD ninong your 
Thakoors ; ami has llic ciiFloin 
been invariable ? j 

j 

1 

j 

!• It lias been iho rule from an- 
cient times to adoiit. A near relation 
is preferred, but may be set aside 
on account of unfitness. After the 
Chiers death, tlie Ciiief Ranee, with 
the advice of those about her, adopts. 
If (ho Chief le.aves a Will, it is acted 
! upon. Tlic Tlinkoors and Sirdars 
j .ndo;)t will) the approval of the Chief. 

1 An adopted son, if unfit or disobedient, 

’ iiinj' be changed. This has always 
been so. 

2, M'ljalcnslotns andocTOinonics 
are necessary to cotni>leic tut ndop 
tioM, and who Jiavc the right of j 
adopting '( 

2. Agreements arc taken and given ; 
present.? are made. The adopted son 
is seated on the throne ; nuzzurs are 
given by all classes, and all the cere- 
jnonic.s are public, and the worship of 
the Deity performed. The Thakoors 
and Sirdars have their several cus- 


toms. 

3- If a I’rincc or Cliief die with- 
out having made an ndopJion, or 
Without Jjaring married, ivjjat is 
the custom ? 

3, The ividow of the Chief, with 
the advice of relations and loyal Sir- 
dars, adopts a son. If there is no widow, 
then the loyal Sirdars, relations, and 
men of business select one of the near 
relations to succeed; or the Chiefs 
mother (if alive), with the advice of the 

persons mentioned, makes an adoption. 
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Q,uestions propoundbd, ly Sir H. 
M. Lawrence, k. c. b., Gover~ 
nor General’s Agent in Raj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop~ 
tion and succession. 

Answers from Oodeypoor, 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

4. As long as he is a child his 
mother must be consulted ; when he is 
intelligent, he manages all his affairs 
himself. It does not depend on the 
number of his years, though the Shas- 
ter fixes 16 years. 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of Idn necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

5. The near relations have the pre- 
ference, except where there is unfit- 
ness. Those out of the family (that 
is, not coxmeeted in any way) have no 
right whatever. ' 

6. Is it necessary that the ’ per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

6. There is no limit as to age. A 
second adoption may he made, first 
by the Chief, after him by the wisest 
and most intelligent lady of his Zenana, 
with the advice of the men of busi- 
ness and the loyal servants. 

’ 7. If either a child or an adult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

7. There is no difference in the 
adoption of a child and of a grown- 
up person. 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 

15 or 16 ? 

8. It is not the custom to adopt 
before the age of 16 ; but if a Prince 
(before that age) be going on a pil- 
grimage alone, or have a mortal ma- 
lady, in that case he may adopt. 
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Qttcsfioiis jjrojwuudcd ly Sir JL 
ilf. Lnrcrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in 2iaJ~ 
poof ana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. "What is the custom reernrd- 
ing si'iccessiou and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thaboors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 


2. IMmt customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out haring made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, or 
may a selection be made from othei’s; 
and is a person out of tbe family ever 
adopted in preference to one in it ? 


Answers from Jcgpoor. 


1. Adoptions are made according 
to the laws of the Dhurm Shaster 
and ancient custom, that a man’s 
funeral obsequies may be performed 
and an heir succeed to his Estate. 
There can be no departure from the 
rule to adopt from the nearest family. 

2. The eustoms at adoptions are — 
“Informing thePajah, calling relations 
and acquaintances together, distribut- 
ing cocoanuts and Rupees, and having 
pleasant music and dances the right 
of adopting rests Is#, with the holder 
of the Estate, 2ndlg, with his widow, 
3rdlg, with the relations, the clan, 
and the officials of the Estate. 

3. The uddow adopts, but if the 
Chief has died unmarried, then the rela- 
tions and the clan and the officials 
adopt. 

4. At IG years of age. 

5. The nearest of kin has the right 
to succeed, but if he is not a fit person, 
then the uddow and the deceased’s 
relations and the officials adopt some 
other near relation ; one who is not of 
the clan cannot succeed. 
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Questions projiounded hy Sir IE. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Jtaj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


G. Is it Ticcessarj' tliat the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if tbo 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom ? 


7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8- In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or IG ? 


Answers from Jeypoor. 


6. If there is no likelihood of the 
State being maintained bj' a boy, 
then a near relation who is older is 
adopted. A second adoption can be 
made by the persons mentioned in the 
3rd answer, but if the person adopted 
dies before he was married, then his 
mother or father can adopt one of the 
near relations. 

7. The customs mentioned in the 
2nd answer are applicable to both old 
and young. 

8. If the Chief under the age of 
16 be in extremity of sickness, or for 
any other urgent necessity should 
wish to adopt, then he can, with the 
adnee of his relations, Ac., take the 
“nearest of kin” and perform the 
corgmonies of adoption. Under the 
age of 16 one should not adopt with- 
out sufficient cause. 
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Question}! projwtnidcd hy Sir JL 
2f. Lawrence, K. c. Gover- 
nor GcncraVs Agent in lioj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. "What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and lias the custom 
keen invariahle ? 


2. '^V^lat customs and ceremonies 
arc necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

3, If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 


4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or ma}' a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 


Answers f rom Jodhpoor, 


1. If a Chief die childless, his 
llauce, with the advice of the Nobles 
and officials, adopts one of the near 
relations: this rule has always pre- 
amilcd; if any other rule has been prac- 
tised, it must have been with the spe- 
cial permission of the Durbar. 

2. According to the way and the 
mode of the Dhurum Shaster, the sit- 
ting on the throne is dependent on the 
will of the person adopted. 

3. The Chief Kanec of the deceased 
Chief, with the advice of the Nobles 
and officials, adopts. If the Chief die 
unmarried and no adoption has been 
made, his mother adopts. 

4. At the age of 10 or 18. 


5. The nearest relations have the 
preference, but a selection is made out 
of them of the wisest and most in- 
telligent : the preference is never given 
to one out of the family. 
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Questions propounded hy Sir R. 
M. Lmorenee, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Raj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made; and if so, hy 
■whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 


8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Aimoers from Jodhpoor. 


6. The person adopted should he 
of mature age; a second adoption 
may he made by the Chief Eanee, 
with the ad'rice of the Nobles and 
officials. 

7. If a minor has been adopted, 
the Grovemment may be carried on 
with the advice of the Nobles and 
officials ; if a grown-up person . has 
been adopted, he can manage his own 
affairs. 

8. . There is no limit as to age. 
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QiiestioJis propounded hy Sir R. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. b., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent m Raj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. Wliat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; arid has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. "VNTiat customs and ceremonies 
are necessai'y to complete an adop- 
tion, and vrlio have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Cliief 
manage the alfairs of his State ? 

5 . Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 


Answers from Ulwur. 


1. The Dhmm Shaster and the 
custom of the country and tribe are 
acted upon. The Thakoors and Chiefs 
adopt with the sanction of the Prince : 
this has alwa^’s been the custom. 

2. There is the accepting and the 
receiving the child ; then the woi‘- 
ship of Gunesh ; after that alms and 
the feasting of one’s brotherhood and 
friends, so that the adoption may be 
made public. The right of adopting 
rests first with the master of the house, 
and after him with his widow ; if 
there is no widow, with his relations 
and well-wishing officials. 

3. The persons who have the power 
to adopt have been stated above. If 
the Chief die unmarried, the brother- 
hood and the well-disposed and just 
men of business have the power. 

4. At the age of 16. 

5. The nearest of kin has the first 
claim, but if he is unfit, one of the 
other relation is taken, and if there are 
no relations, one of the tribe who 
is most intimate. It is not understood 


E 
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Q^iianl.iovs pi'opOJiiiilcd (p/ /SVV II, 
M, ILimmico, ic. o. it,, Oovur- 
'/lor Qpiiortillii /ti/out in Jinj- 
poo/avd, on l/ionii/ijncl. of o<lop„ 
lion and mtcvoomn, 

fiiinily (ivor iidojjlcd in ])r(;foi'C'iic() 
to one in it ? 

0. !Ih it nofiOHHiii’y timt ilio por- 
(ion adopted be a ebild ; and if the 
jxiriion adoj)ted die, can a ancond 
adoption bo made, and if do, by 
wlioni ? 

7. If eitiini’ a ebild or an adult 
can bo adopted, are tbo coremoniea 
the nanie in eitber cuho, or what is 
tbe dillbronoe P 

H. .In any cane can a Princo 
adopt before bo in of tbo ago of 
1(5 or .1.0 P 


Annvuirs from Ulwicr. 


wbnt ID tnoant by tbo e.vpre«Hion “ out 
of tbo family.” 

0. It Id not noeofiHary that tbo por- 
Don adopted aboidd be a. minor, A 
Hccond adoption in made if tbo i)eraon 
(Iret adopted diea. 'J'bo porDoim Hpeei- 
/ied idiove bave tbo rjgbt of adopting 
a aecond time. 

7. 'J’bero in no din'ercnco in tbo eoro- 
inoniea obHorvod for a ebild and a 
grown-np porHon. 

8, Poforo tbo ago of 10 onoban not 
tbo power of ado])ting, except wbon 
no bojio of life romaina, and tboii it 
abould bo with tbo advice of tbo 
brotborbood, tbo Honlora of oiio'd family, 
and rigliteouH men of buHinoHD, 
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Qiicsfions projwundcd ly Sir IL [ 
ir. Lawrence, K. o. B., Cover- j 
nor General’s Agent in Itaj- 
pootana, on the snljcct of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. is the custom regard- | 
ing succession and adoption in your i 
sovereignty, and also among your i 
Tlialcoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. 'Whalcustoms and ceremonies 
are neccssan* to complete an adop- 
tion, and wlio have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
•without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Cliief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of lun necessai'il 3 ’’ succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of tlie 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 


Answers from Rishengnrh. 


1. The custom of adopting accord- 
ing to the Dhurm Shaster and cere- 
monial institutes has alwaj's prevail- 
ed. 

2. The father and mother, and wife 
.and daughter, &c., have the power of 
adopting. Before the adoption they 
inform the Government, and after that 
they assemble the brotherhood, and 
have rejoicings, dance and song, the 
distribution of cocoanut, &c. 

3. In the case of a Chief not hav- 
ing a family, those of the family men- 
tioned above who maj' be alive have 
the power of adopting. 

4', From the time that a Chief is 
acquainted with and clever in the use 
of weapons, he may manage the affairs 
of his Chiefship. 

6. First the nearest relations are 
adopted, but if they are unfit, an adop- 
tion is made from others. 
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(Questions projiomuled hy Sir U. 
M. Lawrence, k. c. b,. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Itaj- 
pootana, on the suljcci of adop- 
tion and sjiccessicm. 


6. Is it necessary that tlio per- 
son adopted ho a child ; and if the 
person adopted dio, can a second 
adoption ho made, and if so, hy 
whom ? 

7. If cither a child or an adult 
can ho adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before lie is of the age of 
16 or 16 ? 


Answers from Kishengurh. 


G. There is no restriction as to 
minors or persons of mature age. A 
second adoption may ho made, and the 
persons who'havo the power of adopt- 
ing have been above specified. 

7. The same rule applies both to 
the adoption of minors and persons 
of mature age. 

8. Ho has the power to adopt if ho 
wishes it. 
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Qttcsdons projjoiiltdcd hy Sir IL 
M. Laicrcnccy K. c. B.j Govcr^ 
nor General's Agent in liaj- 
poolana, on the subject of adop~ 
tion and succession. 

Answers from Dholepoor. 

1. "What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoxition in your 
sovereigntj', and also among your 
Tbakoors ; and has the' custom 
been invariable ? 

1. '\Vhen there is no son a son is 
adopted from among the nearest rela- 
tions, and religious ceremonies are per- 
formed ; this has been the custom 
from of old. 

2. 'Whatcustoms and ceremonies 
arc necessary to comx)letc an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

2. The ceremonies of piercing the 
ear, cutting the hair, worship of the 
Deity, and the customs of invitation 
of guests and feasting, &c., are prac- 
tised for the information of all con- 
cerned. First, the man, after his 
death, his uife, if there are no ■widows, 
the reigning Prince names the right- 
ful heir, or the relations and officials 
adopt and inform the Prince. 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
•without having mairied, what is 
the custom ? 

3. The wife of the deceased, with 
the advice of the Sirdars and officials, 
adopts. If the Chief die unmarried, 
his mother ma}^ adopt. If there be a 
brother or brother’s son, he is the 
heir. 

4. At what age maj' a Chief 
manage the affairs of bis State ? 

4. When the Chief anives at years 
of discretion ; until then his mother 
and the well-wishing officials under 
her should manage the affairs of the 
Chiefship. 
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(Questions propounded li/ Sir H. 
M. Laioreiice, k. c. b.. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent^ in Bajpoo- 
tana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, by 
whom ? 


7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or IG ? 


Ansioers from Bholepoor. 


5. Pirst the nearest relations, then 
those of the same tribe, are adopted. 
If there is no one fit in the famil}^, 
then one out of the family may be 
taken. 


6. It is better to adopt a child, but 
if necessary, one may adopt a grown- 
up person. A second adoption is made 
either by the ivife, if there be one, or 
bj"^ his mother ; or, in conformity to the 
Chief’s Avill, should he have left one, 
a sister’s son and a daughter’s son 
may also succeed. 

7. After having selected a child or 
a grown-up person the usual cere- 
monies of the house are performed 
(the same for both). 

8. There is no objection, but it is 
necessary that the reigning Prince 
should be informed of the reasons for 
it. 
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Q7icsfio}is j)roj)ouiidc(f hy Sir H. 
M. Zawreiice, k. c. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Fajpoo- 
iana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and stieccssion. 


1. is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thalvoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. What customs and ceremonies 
are nccessar}’ to complete an adop- 
tion, and u'ho have the right of 
adopting ? 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age maj' a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessaidlj^ succeed, or 
may a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of 
the family ever adopted in prefer- 
ence to one in it ? 

G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted he a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, hy 
whom ? 


Answers from Bhnrtpoor. 


1. Wliocver is -without a child 
adopts a son from among his relations ; 
no departure has ever been made from 
this ancient custom. 

2. There are the customs of feasting 
.and festivity.- The right of adopting is 
first with the father and mother, then 
with the grandfather and grandmother. 

3. The wife of the deeeased adopts ; 
if the Chief die unmarried, his mother 
adopts. 

4. At the ago of 15. 

6. The selection is made first from 
the near relations and members of the 
family : if there he none, or none he 
fit, from those of the same stock. The 
persons above mentioned have the 
right of adopting ; one not connected 
in any way cannot he adopted. 

6. A child or grorvn-up person may 
be adopted. If the person first adopt- 
ed die, any one of the foui- persons 
above mentioned has the right of 
adopting a second time. 
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Questions propounded ly Sir H. 
M, Lawrence, k. c. b.. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Rajpoo- 
tana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

Answers from Bhurtpoor. 

7. If either a ehild or an adnlt 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

7. The person adopted (whether 
old or young) has the right to suc- 
ceed. 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 

8. A Chief under the age of 15 or 
3 6 cannot adpot, except at the point 
of death, with the advice of his mo- 
ther and gi'andmother. 

$ 
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Qucsfior:^ propounded hy Sir H. 
M, Lawrence, K. c. b,. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Laj- 
pcwiana, on tJie subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


Answers from Gwalior. 
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the custom ? 
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5. Should no adoprion nrreuee 
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SUCCESSION TO THE KEROWtEE CIIIEESHIP, 


Questions j)roj)ounded ly Sir H. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Ayent in Raj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom ? 


7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 P 


Answers from Givalior. 


■\vife of the first adopted son, deceased ; 
should there he no wife, by the pa- 
rents ; and should there he no parents, 
by the principal persons (of the 
State). 

7. Tlie customs in the adoption of 
a grown-up person are the same as 
those for a child. 

8. If the Rajah at any age may have 
made an adoption in a perfect man- 
ner, and in the modes above men- 
tioned, it is lawful. 




SUCCESSION TO THE KEKOIVLEE CIIIEFSHIP. 


139 


Questions proj}ounded hp Sir H . , 
M, Later cnee, k. c. b.j Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in. ItaJ- 
poofana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

Answers from Serohi. 

1. What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereigntj*, and also among 3 'our 
Tliakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

1. If there be no son, the nearest 
of Ivin succeeds ; this custom is in- 
variable. 

2. Whatcustoms andeeremonies 
are necessaiy to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

2. After having taken a written 
agreement from the person adopted, 
the ceremonies arc performed with 
rejoicings, that the act maj’- be known 
to all. Tlic right of adoption rests 
with the Chief, after him with his 
widow; if there is no widow, the 
wisest Chiefs and faithful servants 

of the State choose one of the near 

of Ivin. 

i 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out ha\’ing made an adoption, or 
mthout having married, what is 
the custom ? 

3. If there be a uddow, she, in 
council with the great Chiefs of the 
State and the Crown Advisers, adopts 
from among the nearest of Irin.. If 
there be no widow, the Chiefs and Ad- 
visers make the adoption. If the 
Chief dies unmarried, and no adoption 
has been made, it is the right of the 
nearest of kin to succeed. 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

4. , If intelligent, before 15 years of 
age ; but after 15 is the period fixed in 
the Dhurum Shaster. 
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SUCCESSION TO THE KEHOWLEE CTIIEFSIIir, 


Questions propounded hp Sir II. 
II. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in JRaj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


5. Slioulcl no adoption have heen 
made and the Prince die, must tl»e 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one m it ? 

6. Is it necessary that tlie per- 
son adopted ho a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or wliat is 
the diSerence ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the ago of 
15 or 16 ? 


Answers from Scrolii. 


5. One of the nearest of kin re- 
ceives tho throne, the choice resting 
Avith the widow : when there arc near 
relations, a distant one cannot succeed, 
much less any one out of the family. 


6. Tlic age of the person adopted 
is of no consequence ; it is the right 
of tho near relations to adopt again. 


7. Wliether the adopted son be 
young or old, the chief servants of tho 
State give him the Kaj Tiluk, seat him 
on the throne, and give him nuzzurs. 

8. It would be valid. 
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Qucsfioas projwnndcd bif Sir Jf. 
j1/. Lawrence, K. c. u., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Itnj. 
poofana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and surecssion. 

Answers from Kotali. 

1. What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoj)tion in your 
sovereignty, nnd also among your 
Thakoors •, and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

1. TIic custom is according to the 
Dhumm Sliaster and the rule of each 
family* ; there has been never any 
change. 

2. Whatcusloms and ceremonies 
arc necessary to comidclc an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

2. Jf, in the absence of near rela- 
tions, a distant conne.vion is adopted, 
he must engage to act according to the 
customs of the house into which he is 
adopted ; this is not required with a 
near relation. At an adojition there 
should be rejoicings to make the fact 
ns j)nblic ns possible : the widow 
adopts after the Chiefs death. 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

i 

3. If there . be a brother or bro- 
ther’s son, he is the heir ; otherwise 
the Panee, with the consent of a coun- 
cil of the Sirdaws, Ac,, has the power 
of adopting. If the Chief dies un- 
married, then the Banco of the last 
Prince, as above, adopts again. 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

4. After having passed the ago of 
IG years. 

5. Sliould no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 

5. Whoever is among the nearest 
relations may be adopted ; no one can 
be adopted who does not belong to the 
family. 
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SUCCESSION TO THE KEROWLEE CHIEFSHIP. 


Qtiestions propounded hy Sir H. 
M. Laiorence, k. c. b.^ Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Haj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and stiocession. 


others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
■whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Ansioers from'Kotah. 


6. A boy or a man may be adopted : 
a second adoption can be made, and 
those who had power to make the first 
adoption have the same power for the 
second. 

7. It is the same for a man as 
for a boy. 


8. It is not lawful; but if he 
adopts with the advice of the Kanee 
Begnant, and -with the approval and 
knowledge of the Sirdars and well- 
wishers of the State, it is lawful for 
him to do so. 
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Qiiestmis propotmied by Sir JI. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in JRaj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1 . Wliat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption- in your 
soA'^ereignty, and also among yo'or 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
keen invariahle ? 

2. Wliatcustoms and cei*emonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- - 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 


5. Should no adoption have keen 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, or 
may a selection ke made from othei’s ; 
and is a person out of the family ever 
adopted in preference to one in it ? 


Answers from Boondee. 


1. A Chief adopts from among the 
near of kin according to the Dhurum 
Shaster ; what is written in the 
Shasters is invariable. 

2. To make the adoption public, one 
should perform the ceremonies with 
all the rejoicings possible. The Chief 
has the right of adopting ; on his death, 
if there be no near relations, the seniors 
and others of the family form a Coun- 
cil and adopt a successor. 

3. The succession falls to the near- 
est of kin ; if there be no near 
relation, the Council above mentioned 
seats some one on the throne. 

4. According to the Shaster a 
Prince is ruler of his State from the 
death of his father ; but ivhile very 
young, the confidential servants of his 
father, the heads of the clan, and the 
Council of the members of the family 
should administer the Government. 

5. The nearest of kin should be 
seated on the throne ; one out of the 
family cannot succeed. 
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SCCCESSION TO THE KEROWLEE CHIEFSHIP, 


Questions ^ropoimlcd hy Sir JI. 
M. Lawrence, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Raj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either ease, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Aimoers from Boondee. 


6. The nearest of kin (whether 
young or old) should be adopted ; if 
the adopted person die, the next of 
kin should be adopted. 

7. There is no difference in forms, 
whether the person adopted be a boy 
or a growai-up person. 

8. According to the Shaster it is 
lawful to adopt at any age. 
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Questions propounded hi/ Sir JI. 
Jir. Lawrence, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor General’s Jgent in Jtaj- 
pootana, on iJiesnhject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

Answers from Jliallawar. 

1. is the aisfcom regard- 

ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and lias the custom 
been invariable ? 

1. Every Prince, Chief, orThakoor, 
who is without issue, adopts a son : 
this has alwa^'s been the custom. 

2. What customs andccrcmonics 
arc neccssar}- to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

2. At adoptions the same customs 
obtain as at tlic birth of a son. The 
right of adopting rests firstly with 
the Chief, after him with his widow, 
and after her, with the old men and 
near relations. 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

3. The unfe of the deceased should 
adopt a son ; but in the case of Chief 
having died unmarried, the right of 
adopting rests with his mother, and 
after her, with his kinsmen and the 
chief men of the State. 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

4'. At 12 or 13, when he is near 
years of discretion. 

5. Should no adoption havo been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made fi-om 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

5. The son of the nearest relation 
is heir: one out of the family can 
never be preferred to one in it. 





146 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEROIVEEE . CHIEFSniP. 


Questions propoimdcd hy Sir H. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General's Agent in Itaj- 
jiootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, hy 
whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Ariswers from Jhallawar. 


6. Young or old may be adopted 
when the person adopted dies ; a 
second adoption can he made hy the 
near relations and connections. 

7. According to the customs and 
usages of the house, ever 3 'thing should 
he estahlished and made firm, 

8. It is lawful. 







SUCCESSION TO THE KEROWLEE CIIIEFSIIIP. 


147 


Qucsfioi 2 S j)roj] 0 !nidcd hy Sir JL 
J/. LawrcncCy K. c. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent hi. Jtaj- 
jiootana, on the subject of adoji- 
tion and succession. 


1. "WHiat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thahoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 


2. lAHiat customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die mth- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having mairied, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what ago may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 


Answers from Fertabgnrli. 


1. lie who has no son adopts one 
to perform liLs funeral obsequies and 
to succeed him : there can never be 
any variation in the rule of the Shas- 
ter. The Nobles and Sirdars cannot 
adopt without the consent of the 
Prince. 

2. At adoptions there is the prac- 
tice of liberality, burnt offerings, 
oblations, the distributing of alms, and 
the same customs of festivity as at 
the birth of a son ; the Nobles and 
Sirdars make offerings, and an agree- 
ment is written. The right of adopt- 
ing belongs first to the Chief, after 
liim to the Eoyal Eances, and, should 
there be none, to the well-^Yishers of 
the State. 

3. In this State no Chief has ever 
been immarried. 


4‘. After his father’s death he has 
full power. 

5. Tliere is nothing fixed as to a 
near or a distant relation ; one can even 
take a person not connected, but he 
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SUCCESSION TO THE KEEOTTLEE CHIEPSHIP. 


Qtieslmis projponndcd hy Sir IT. 
M. Laiorcncc, k, c. b., Gover- 
nor GeneraVs Agciit in Raj- 
pooiana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and- succession. 


or may a selection lie made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted ho a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption bo made, and if so, by 
•whom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16 ? 


Ansiocrs from Verlabgurh. 


must be of the same caste as the 
adopter. 


G. There is no restriction as to age. 
If the person adopted dies, then 
another is adopted, and it is "wj-itten 
above wljo have the power of adopt- 
ing. 

7. In any case the Nobles and 
others place the adopted son on the 
throne and arrange according to the 
custom of the Chiefship. 

8. It is not right for a person 
under age to adopt, because there is 
hope from God’s natm’e of offspring. 
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Quiestions jirojioundcdj ly Sir H. 
M. Lawrence, k. c. b.j Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Eajpoo- 
tana, on the sjtbject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


1. Wtat is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among yom’ 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

2. IVliat customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom? 


4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Pi-ince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, or 
may a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of 
the family ever adopted in prefer- 
ence to one in it ? 


Answers from JDoongurpoor. 


1. Prom ancient times people have 
made adoptions to preserve their 
estates according to their stations ; 
this custom has always prevailed. 

2. At adoptions there is the making 
the mark on tire forehead, giving a 
dress, and making gifts and offerings. 
The power of adopting is with the 
near relations ; if there are none, then 
five loyal, respectable men of the place 
have the power of adopting. 

3. If the Chief die without issue, 
then his wife, brothers, or five respect- 
able men (arbitrators), adopt. If the 
Chief die unmarried, then the Sirdars 
assemble and place one of the family 
on the thi’oue. 

4. At the age of 15 or 16 if the 
young Chief he intelligent, otherwise 
at the age of 19 or 20. 

5. The nearest relation should he 
adopted ; if there he no one actually 
of the family, then any one of the 
same stock may he adopted. When 
there are any of the family, a stranger 
is not adopted. 
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svccxsftins TO Tun KnitowM;;; cmnisiiir. 


Qiicatioim projwnndffl hy Sir If. 
M. JytiirrctKw, k. c. Gorcr- 
nor GcnrraVn Agent in Jttjjmo- 
fana, on the siitject of (kIoji- 
tion and fateeemon. 


C. .Ifi it jioccs.sary tlmt tlio per- 
Hon ntloplcil 1)0 n cliild ; nnd if the 
perpou !\doi)led die, enn n tecond 
ndoplion he made, and if ro, hy 
wliom ? 

7. If either n child or an adnlt 
can ho adopted, arc the ccrcinonics 
the Hamo in either case, or wliat is 
the dillorcnce ? 

8. In any ease can a Prince 
adopt before ho is of the ago of 
15 or IG? 


Ansieern from Dooiignrpoor. 


0. TJiero is nothing fixed ns to 
whether the person adopted he young 
or old. If the person ndoj)ted die, 
then cither the wife or five respectable 
* men adopt another. 

7. I’hc customs mentioned .above 
arc npplic.able to the adoption of a boy 
or a man. 

S. A Prince at the ago of 15 or IG 
can under no circumstances adopt. 
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Questions projjojindcd hy Sir 11. 
M. Laiorcncc, K. c. B.j Gover- 
nor General’s Jgent in Itaj- 
pootana, on the subjeet of adop- 
tion and sneeession. 


1. "Wliat is tlio custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in j’our 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thatoors ; and 1ms tlio custom 
been invariable ? 

2. I^lmtcustoms and ceremonies 
arc necessar}' to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
•nuthout having married, what is 
the custom ? 


4'. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 


5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 


Answers from Bansioarra. 


1. It has alwa 3 -s been the rule to 
make adoptions. 


2. Adoptions are made with the 
advice of the Nobles and officials. 
According to one’s station, ho performs 
worsliip at the temple and makes great 
rejoicings rvith music, Jic. : after sit- 
ting on the throne offerings and 
scatterings of monc}'- are made. The 
right of adopting rests with the 
Chief. 

3. If there be no Chief and no son, 
the widow selects a boy of her deceased 
husband’s family. If the Chief die 
unmarried, the members of the family 
assemble and adopt a boy of the 
familj'. 

4. If a Chief is shrewd as a child, 
he has authority in the affairs of the 
State, otherwise at the age of 14 
or 15. 

5. One is selected from the near 
relations : in some Chiefships some- 
times they adopt persons out of the 
family. 
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SUCCESSION TO THE KEROWLEE CHIEESHIP.. 


Questions p'opotincled hy Sir H. 
31: Lawrence, k. c. b.. Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Eajpoo- 
tana, on the siiLject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in. preference 
to one in it ? 

6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted he a child ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption be naade, and. if so, by 
nfhom ? 

7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference P 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before he is of the age of 
15 or 16, ? 


.Ansioers from Banswarra. 


6. There is no necessity for his 
being young or old a Chief can 
adopt a second time -with the advice 
of relations. 

7. It is all the same in every 
case. 


8. If the Chief is infirm in body, 
he can adopt a boy with the advice . of 
the Nobles and respectable men. 
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Questions pro 2 minded, hy Sir H. 
M. Lawrence, k. c. b.j Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Itaj~ 
pootana, on the S2ihject of adop- 
tion and sueeession. 

Ansioers from Jeysuhnere. 

1 

1. What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereignty, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 

1. The custom of adoption prevails 
in this State, but the Thakoors and 
Sirdars, when they adopt, must consult 
the Government in the matter. The 
custom is invariable, but if a son is 
bom, he becomes Chief, and the adopted 
son is provided for. 

2. What customs and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 

2. TKe mark is made on the fore- 
head of the boy who is adopted : 
thei’e are festivities, and nuzzurs are 
made to the adopted son. The right 
of adopting rests with the Chief 
himself. 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

3. The Ranee of the deceased Chief, 
with the advice of the well-wishers of 
the State, adopts a fit person. If a 
Chief die immarried, his younger 
brother succeeds him ; if he has none, 
his mother adopts. 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

4. At the age of 16 or 18. 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection be made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

5. The nearest relation who is eli- 
gible is adopted ; it is not the custom 
to adopt one out of the family. 

U 
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Questions 2^>'oponn(lc(l h/ Sir H. 
M, Tjawrence, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Jtaj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 


G. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopted bo a cliild ; and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption bo made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

7. If citber a child or an adult 
can bo adopted, aro the ceremonies 
tlio same in cither case, or ^vIlat is 
the difTcronce ? 

8. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before ho is of the ago of 
15 or IG ? 


Answers from Jcgsulmere. 


G. A man or a boy may be adopted ; 
a second adoption may be made. If 
the person adopted dies in the life- 
time of the Chief, the Chief adopts 
again ; otherwise the Ranee, or his 
mother, adopts. 

7. The customs in the adoption of 
a man or a boy aro the same. 


8. It is not good for a State that a 
Chief adopt before the ago of 16, but 
if he do, ho shoxdd do so with the 
advice of the wcU-n’ishers, Ac., of the 
State. 
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Qi.'Cfflons projwn tided ly Sir II. 
2.1. Laicrcncc, k. c. b., Gover- 
nor GeneraVx Agent in Itaj- 
pootana, on the snbjcet of adop- 
tion and sncceision. 


AnsKcrs from Jiiclcaneer. 


1. "What is the custom regard- 
ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereig7ity, and also among \-our 
Thakoors ; and lias the custom 
- been invariable ? 


1. A Chief consults v/ith tlie 3Iinis- 
ters, kc; and adopts one of his family 
■jvho is capable of maintaining the 
State. If the adoption is made after 
his death, it is made hr his Jianee 
■svith the advice of the ’linisters, ko. 
Amongst the Kohle*, T/iakoors, ka.. the 
custom is similar, hut the".' must ohinr.n 
tbs approval of the Durhar and gi'.'e 
nti 2 zerana.s, and the Ttmhan of the 
adopted son is put on hr ihs JDurhar 
and a Title Deed of his Estate is given 
to XT th's is 


2. "iVhat customs an d enrent . _iis 

JirS to C\jTZV^»ztO 2-Z, £.’1-7^— 

tion. and vrho have tne togat c: 
adopting r 
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Questions propormdecl hy Sir K. 
M. Lawrence, K. c. B.y Gover- 
nor QeneraVs Agent in Itaj- 
jpootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

Answers from Bichaneer, 

3. If a Prince or Chief die with- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

3. The customs of adoption have 
been written above. If the Chief dies 
unmarried, his mother, with the advice 
of the Ministers, &c., adopts. 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 

4. According to the Dhurum Shaster 
he has authority after the age of 16 ; 
but from the time he ascends the 
throne he is informed of everything 
that is done, so that his knowledge 
and intelligence may increase. 

5. Should no adoption have been 
made and the Prince die, must the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, 
or may a selection he made from 
others ; and is a person out of the 
family ever adopted in preference 
to one in it ? 

6. The nearest relation who is 
eligible is adopted; one out of the 
family can never have the pre- 
ference. 

6. Is it necessary that the per- 
son adopte'd'he % child ; • and if the 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption he made, and if so, by 
whom ? 

6. Yoimg or old may be adopted ; 
a second adoption is made either by 
the wife of the adopted person deceased, 
or, if he died unmarried, by his 
mother. 

7- If either a child or an ad.ult 
can he adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in either case, or what is 
the difference ? 

7. Young and old are adopted : 
the customs and ceremonies are writ- 
ten above. 
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Questions projmntdcd hy Sir II. 
M. Lawrence, K. o. B., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Laj- 
pootana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

S. Ill anj' ease can a Prince 
adopt before be is of Ibc age of 
15 or IG ? 


Answers from Bichancer. 


8. If the Prince, by reason of some 
bodil}' defect, cannot have a son, or 
should be extrcmel}’’ ill, he may adopt 
■with the advice of his Nobles, Minis- 
ters, &c. ; he should not act on his 
own judgment. 
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Questions projjoundcd hj Sir II. 
M. Zawrcnce, K. o, n., Gover- 
nor General’s Agent in Eaj- 
pootana, on the subject of adoj)- 
iioii and succession. 


• 1. What is the custom regard- 

ing succession and adoption in your 
sovereigntj’-, and also among your 
Thakoors ; and has the custom 
been invariable ? 


2. "Wliatcustoms and ceremonies 
are necessary to complete an adop- 
tion, and who have the right of 
adopting ? 


3. If a Prince or Chief die \vith- 
out having made an adoption, or 
without having married, what is 
the custom ? 

4. At what age may a Chief 
manage the affairs of his State ? 


Answers by a learned Native, 


1. There are many books ■ of 
Shasters; some are more respected 
and followed in some countries, and 
some in others, Tlic general principles 
laid down in the Shasters are invariable, 
but by custom some of the minor 
conditions are unfulfilled ; for in- 
stance, it is not right to adopt an only 
son, though it is occasionally done. 

2. The giring of a son in adoption 
is ratified by a vow. To make the 
matter public, the adopted son is 
seated on a throne, the Tiu-ban is tied 
on his head, cocoanut is distributed 
to the people assembled, and other 
similar ceremonies are performed. 
First, the man without issue himself 
has the right of adopting ; if he dies 
■without having adopted, his mdow 
adopts ; and if he has left no widow, 
his relations adopt. 

3. The widow adopts ; if there is 
none, the relations adopt. 


4. According totheDhurum Shaster 
in force at Benares, majority is attain- 
ed at the completion of 16 years; 
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Qitcsfious proj'iotnuhcl hy Sir II. 
M. L(vvrcnce, k. c. n., Cover- 
r,or GeneroVs in JioJ- 

pnolono, on ihe snlject of adop- 
fion and xncccssion. 


6. Shou1(l no ncloplion linvc been 
made and the Prince die, inti«t the 
nearest of kin necessarily succeed, or 
may n selection be made from olbcrs; 
and is a person out of the family over 
adopted in proferenco to one in it ? 


G. Is it nceessarj’ that tbc per- 
son adopted be a child ; and if tbo 
person adopted die, can a second 
adoption bo made, and if so, by 
whom ? 


7. If either a child or an adult 
can be adopted, are the ceremonies 
the same in cither case, or what is 
the difTerenco ? 


Answers hp a learned Halivc. 


in Bengal it is at the completion of 
15 years : in Ilindostan 15 or IG is 
considered the ago at which a Chief 
has a right to manage his own affairs. 

5. The nearest relation is considered 
to have the best right to be adopted. 
The Shaster gives entire option to the 
adopter, and, except a brother’s son, 
whom it say."! it is proper to adopt, 
none other of the relations arc specified 
as luaving a claim to be adopted; 
and oven this claim of the brother’s 
son is often set aside, as has hap- 
pened at Kishengurh, Jodhpoor, 
Oodoypoor, Ivcrowlce, &c. 

G. There is nothing fixed by the 
Shaster respecting the age of an 
adopted person, but custom sanctions 
the adoption of an adult, and even of 
one who is a father of a family ; a 
second adoption may bo made by them 
who have the right to make the first 
adoption. 

7. Answered above (that is, the 
ceremonies are the same for both). 
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Questions projwunded by Sir R. 
31. Lawrence, K. c. b., Gover- 
nor GeneraVs Agent hi Raj- 
poot ana, on the subject of adop- 
tion and succession. 

S. In any case can a Prince 
adopt before be .is of tbe age of 
15 or IG ? 


Answers by a learned Rative. 


8. The Shaster shows that tlie act 
even of a madman, if it tends to his 
advantage, maj' be considered valid ; 
therefore, the adoption by a minor 
would be valid if it liad that tendency. 
Custom, however, is that,,in the trans- 
actions of a minor, his relations should 
be consulted. 
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ENCLOSURE NO. 18. 

From Lieutenant G. H. JIonck jMason^ Political Agents Kerowlee^ 
to Lieutenant-Coloneu Sir H. SI. Lawrence, k, c, b., Governor 
General’s Agent for the States of Kajpootana, — (No. 1£8, dated 
the 11th Slay 1S53.) 

Hating replied to your Circular letters, Nos. 430, 437, 
and 463, I bare tbe honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Despatch of the 27th ultimo, No. 464,. which accom- 
panied them. 


I solemnly declare that I believe that no personal 
friendship for Hao Aluddun Pal exists among the Chiefs of 
Kerowlee, and that the twenty-four Kerowlee Chiefs and 
six land proprietors who signed the memorial in favor of 
Huddim Pal, which I forwarded, in original, for submission 
to Government, were not actuated by personal iKendly 
feeling, nor by the consideration that he was the rightful 
heir : seven relatives of lEuddun Pal, who signed that docu- 
ment, probably were actuated by friendship. The memo- 
rial bears 70 signatures; respecting 37 I have given my 
opinion; 33 remain, which, in my judgment, have no 
weight ; indeed, to that nmnher I would add the signatures 
of ATuddon Pal's relatives. I respectfully heg leave to 
refer to the Sth paragraph of my Despatch in the 
Secret Department, of this date, to - your addre;;:::, jto, inl- 
and to my letters. No. 132, oj. the z-j-cl and 

No. 146, *01 the 12th October last, viiich respectively 
transmitted Pao 3Iuddun Pali own. ana ..ne 

memorial alluded to. 


There are 35 fendsl Gbi&^ 
assresate r-rir.-n^l value of v^hoscr 6= 
8TOOO. I presume that only thes 


m Kj 


Wr- 
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Tote in important State matters^ I liare tlie lionor to 
submit a detailed list of those Chiefs: enclosure Xo. 1, 
the 2nd column, gires the names of the Chiefs ; the 3rd 
column the names of the estates: the ralue of each 
estate is noted in the 4th ; and in the 5th appears the probable 
number of the members of the brotherhood of each Chief. 

Enclosure 9, No. 10, Thakoor Euchmun Chund. is Chief 
of Ijmurgurh, urhich is supposed to yield Eupees 12,000 
annually, and furnishes about 150 fighting men of the 
Chief’s OTnoL family ; enclosure No. 2 is a detailed list of 
Chiefs and other persons Tvho signed the memorial; enclo- 
sure No. 3 is a synopsis of that list; enclosure No. 4 is 
a list of the most influential Chiefs. 

Thakoors Luchmun Chund and Sham Pal can ^eneraUv 
command the majority of the poorer Chiefs’ votes for good 
or evil. 

Copies of my transmitting letters, noted in the 2nd 
paragraph of this letter, being necessary to render these 
Eeports complete, I have the honor to append copies, 
enclosures Nos, 5 and 6. 
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Detailed list of Chiefs frihitari/ to the Kerowlee Government, referred to 
in the 3r<Z paragraph of the letter above noted. 


No. 

Name. 

• Estate. 

Value of 
Estate 
annually. 

Supposed 
No. of 
relatives 
of Chiefs 
capable 
of bearing 
Arms. 


I 




Ss. 


1 

MuddunPal (Eao) 

Hudotco 



10,000 


... 


Gurerce 



500 

4 

2 

* Govind Pal 

Purdarapoor 



800 

80 

8 

MuUoopPal ... 

Roopaora ... 



400- 

30 

4 

Rugnath Pal ... 

Klioohpoora 



400 

20 

S 

* MohuiiPal ... ... 

Neetra 



400 

5 

G 

• Sham Pal ... • 

Raothera ... 



10,000' 

10 

7 

* HurdeoPal ... 

Chaoragaon... 



2,000 

11 

8 

♦ Nadun Pal 

Kaodoh 




1,200' 

23 


* Beharee Pal ... 

Inayutta 



4,000- 

18 


* Luclimun Chund 

Umurgurh ... 



12,000 

160 

11' 

♦ Eesurce Singh 

Majola 


•>» 

3,000 

60 

12 

* Raghoonath Singh 

Burthoon ... 




4,000 

60 ■ 

13 

* Kasee Ram ... 

Futtehpoor ... 



1,400 

150 

14 

* Bul\vunt Singh 

Semurda 



1,600 

60 

15 

• Bhooput Singh 

Simiu’ 



900 

40 

16 

Ram Singh 

Klio 



1,200 

40 

17 

* Hot Singh 

Naroly or Baroly 



1,500 

35 

■18 

Govind Singh ... 

Balnee 



600 

5 

19 

• Korun Singh ... 

Kiddurpoor ... 


>•> >•> 

600 

25 

20 

* Gopal Singh ... 

Hurnuggur ... 



1,600 

160 

21 

* Mulkliau Singh ■ 

Kotah 



1,600 

100 

22 

Chattal Singh ... 

Kespoora ... 



1,000 

60 

23 

Doongur Singh ... 

Khanpoora ... 



1,500 

76 

24 

Salamut Singh 

Chynpoora ... 



2,000 

15 

25 

* Bulwunt Singh 

Tetwaie 


••t 

600 

100 

26 

* Munohur 

Macheo 



1,600 

160 

- 27 

Sumput Singh... 

Bhysath 




600 

25 



Carried over 

66,200 

1,435 
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No. 

NAiir. 

Estate. 

Value of 
Estate 
Btintmlly. 

Supposed 
No. or 
relatives 
of Cliicfs 
cap.ahlo 
ofl)caring 
Arms. 

■ 



JZf. 




Eronght fonrard 

00,200 

1,433 

23 

* Gunpi Singh ... 

Fnttchpoor 

1,050 

CO 

29 

* Shore Singh ... 

Rampoora 

1,300 

150 

30 

Cliuttcrh.nj 

Mengrcc 

1,000 


31 

Ruttuu Singh ... 

Tuktpoora 

2,000 

90 

32 

• niinmut Singh 

JInchanco 

1,000 

50 

33 

• Jeswunt Singh 

Ylaokhcra 

1,200 

4 

Si 

Koonden Singh 

Nyncctca 

COO 

SO 

35 

* Oommo Singh 

B-iJney 

1,000 

40 

SO 

• Kesreo Singh ... 

?Inhohoo 

4,000 

200 

37 

• Joraur Singh ... 

Ecla 

400 

4 

33 



Binvas 

400 

SO 


Total, 53 Chiefs ... 

Total ... 

80,050 

2,143 


The Chiefs before whose names an asterisk appears signed the 
memorial in favor of Muddun Pal, 


Kerowlee Agency, "i (Sd.) G. H. Monck JIason, 

The Wih. May 1853, ) Poltl, Ayent, Kemolee. 







Detailed List of Chiefs and other persons who signed iho memorial in favor of the claims of Dao Mmldiin Dal, 

referred to in the Srd parajrapli of the letter above noted. 
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Si/iioj).i!x of the Detailed List of Chiefs and other persons leho signed the 
memorial in favor of the claims of Jiao Miiddan J\tl. 

Tributary CIiiiTs (bonds of fniniHos) ... ... ... ... 21 

Itolntivcs of Cliiefs who sigticcl ... ... ... ... ... 8 

Nonr relatives of Itao IMiultlun I’al ... ... ... ... 7 

Servants of ilic ICorowlee Govenunent 9 

Foroigners (Gwalior, .Toypoor, Dholc})oor) . ... 9 

Iloatbs of families (j)rivntc bcrcdit.nry ICstates, not tributary) ... (J 

Dcsecnd.aiit.s of Chiefs, whoso Estates have been confi.«catcd for 
crime, Ac. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 

Unknown 5 

Grand total of .signatures ... 70 

IvEUO'wi.r.E AoENcr, (Sd.) G. 11. Mokck JI.vsos^, 

The 11/Zi May 1S53. j Fold. Agent, Kcrowlee. 
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List of the most influential tributary Chiefs in Kerowlee, showing the 
' respective and aggregate annual value of their Estates. 


No. 

Name. 

Name of Estates. 

Amount 
value in 
Eupees. 

1 

Luchmun Chund ... 

Dmurgurh 

12,000 

2 

Sham Pal ... 

Kaothera 

10,000 

3 

Beharee Pal 

Inayntta 

3,000 

4 

Eaghoonath Singh... 

Burthooix 

3,000 

6 

Salamut Singh 

Chynpoor 

2,000 

6 

Gunga Singh 

Futtehpoor 

1,650 

7 

The family of 

Hurnuggur 

1,500 

8 

Ditto 

Machee 

1,500 

9 

Ditto 

Tetwaie 

500 

9 


Aggregate annual value 

35,150 


} 


(Sd.) G. H. Mokck Mason, 

PoUl. Agent, Keroxdee. 


Kekoivlee Agency, 
The May 1853. 













172 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEBOWLEE CUIEFSIIIl’. 


ENCLOSURE NO. 19. 

Extract, Agra Political NaiTative (Nortli-Wcstern Provinces), dated 31st 

December 1853. 

In the Lieutenant-Governor’s opinion, those who are 
Sovereign Princes in their own right, and of the Hindoo 
religion, have, hy Hindoo Law, a right to adopt to the 
exclusion of collateral heirs, or of the supposed reversion- 
ary right of the paramount power ; the latter, in fact, in 
such cases having no real existence, except in the case 
of absolute want of lieirs ; and even then the right was only 
assumed in virtue of power, for it would probably be 
more consistent with right were the people of the State 
so situated left to elect a Sovereign for themselves. 

In the case, therefore, of Hindoo Sovereign Princes, 
the Lieutenant-Governor considered that, in failure of heirs 
male of the body, a right to adopt to the exclusion of the 
collateral heirs • existed, and that the British Government 
was bound to acknowledge such an adoption, provided that 
it be regular, and not in violation of Hindoo Law. 


ENCLOSURE NO. 20. 

Paragraph 2 of letter. No. 112, of 23rd June ISIS, from Co:.onel 
S uTiiEiiLAND, to Government. 

Beferring to the 3rd paragraph of your letter, I do 
not see the least reason why a second adoption should not be 
had recourse to if the first child should die either before or 
after attaining his maturity ; and I do not understand by 
what process a Rajpoot Principality, with which we are only 
connected by Treaty, can ever escheat to the British Govern- 
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ment; for there must, iu all Hajpoot Principalities, be 
numerous collateral beirs ; and even if we bad tlie right 
of succession, I should consider it very undesirable tliat 
we should burthen ourselves with sucli a State as Doongur- 
poor if it could be otherwise disposed of, for, under our 
system of administration, it could never, in all probability, 
be made to pay its own expense. 


Copy of a ^linuto by the jMosfc Noble the Governor General, — (dated 

the 12th December 1853.) 

Sir H. Lawrence has reported very fully on the 
question referred to him some time ago relative to the rule 
and practice observed in the adoption of beirs to their 
sovereignties by the Princes of Pajpootana. 

Sir H. Lawrence has investigated this question with 
irreat care and labor, and has furnished the Government 
with an able, lucid, and authoritative exposition of the law 
and custom relating to adoption, as they have been observed 
time out of mind by the sovereign Princes of Pt-ajpootana. 


Sir n. Lawrence does not wish that bis remarks and 
fecoramendatio'ns sboaid be understood as applying to adop- 
tion in anv otlier part oi India but Saipootana. 
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valid one ; and it had become apparent that the reigning 
family, the Chiefs, and the people of Kerowlee, objected to 
the professed adoption of Blmrt Pal, and desired to have, 
as Maharajah, Muddnn Pal, as being a successor of maturer 
years and a nearer relative than Bhnrt Pal. 

Upon this further enquiry was directed, and the 
Beport before me is the result. 

Sir H. Lawrence, applying in the 32nd paragraph 
of his Beport the principles he has expounded regarding 
adoption in Bajpootana, gives it as his decided opinion that 
Muddun Pal, as nearest of kin, as accepted by the Banees, 
by the nine most influential Thakoors, by three-fourths of the 
lesser feudal Chiefs, and “ as far as can be judged by the 
almost general feeling of the.country,” should be recognized 
by the British Government as the Maharajah of Kerowlee 
in the absence of any valid adoption by the late Maharajah 
Nursing Pal. 

Although the Hon’ble Court in their Despatch sanc- 
tioned the recognition, as Maharajah, of Bhurt Pal, by 
name, I apprehend that the Government’ of India will be 
acting in conformitv with the wishes of the Hon’ble Court, 
though it should now proceed to recognize Muddun Pal. 
The question referred to the Hon’ble Court was not a 
personal one between the two kinsmen, but one regarding 
the recognition of any adoption. The Hon’ble Court having 
determined that adoption shall be permitted, the Governor 
General in Council will be fulfilling the intentions of the 
Hon’ble Court if he now permit the adoption and success- 
ion of Muddun Pal, who has been found to be the proper 



SUCCESSIOX TO THE KERO\\'EEE CHIEFSHIP. 175 

successor since tlie name of Blmrt Pal was first brought 
forward. 

The continuance of the present unsettled state of 
the succession ' is objectionable ; and as Sir H. Lawrence 
has now supplied the Government with the means of 
forming a decision, I would at once instruct Sir H. Lawrence 
to recognize and to instal ]\Iuddun Pal at Kerowlee. 

It still remains to determine what arrangement shall be 
made for the Government of the Laj. 

The Administration was placed in the hands of the 
British Government in the time of the late Nursing Pal, 
who was a minor. Muddun Pal being of years fit to 
govern, and apparently likely to secure the submission of 
the people, I certainly think the Government should be made 
over to him : a Political Agent is recommended to be 
retained at Kerowlee. 

I think that proper guarantee for the repayment of the 
debt of Bupees 94,000 due by Kerowlee ought to be obtained 
before the Administration is made over to Muddun Pal; 
but I hesitate as to the expediency of maintaining a Political 
Agent there now, if (as I apprehend will be the case) the 
office vdll fall as an additional expense on the British 
Government when the Administration is no longer in his 
hands. 


(Sd.) Dalhotjsie. 
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Copy of a Minute by the IIon’bi.e J. Doiun, — (dated the 9tli January 

1854..) 

I AM quite prepared to carry out the views expressed 
by the Most Noble the Governor General as to the Kcrowlee 
adoption in the Minute under consideration. • 

(Sd.) J. Douin. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hon’ble Colonel J. Low, c. b., concurred in 
by the Hon’ble F. J. Halltday, — (dated the 11 tb January 1854.) 

When I remember the state of things which existed 

O 

at Kerowlee and its vicinity at the time the late Bajah 
died, and for many weeks after that event, I have great 
reason to believe, that, if the adoption of Bhm’t Pal had 
at once been sanctioned, the measure would have been a 
popular one, both in Kerowlee and in the neighbouring 
States ; that general tranquillity would have prevailed ; and 
that the affairs of the Principality, and especially so as 
regards the Khalsa Lands, would have continued to prosper 
under the able management of Lieutenant Monck Mason. 

But the case is widely different now from what it 
was in 1852; proofs have been obtained by the enquiries 
of Sir Henry Lawrence, and I think satisfactory proofs, 
that (even allowing for the difB.culty to the family of the 
late Bajah, caused by our orders then issued that the Chiefs 
should not come to the Capital,) certain forms, and also 
the sanction of certain individuals, which are, strictly speak- 
ing, required for a legitimate adoption, were omitted by 
the late Bajah and his advisers; which omissions caused 
the adoption of Bhurt Pal to be invalid according to the 
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rules Ly -n'Mcli such matters are generally judged in Uaj- 
poot families. 

And what, in my oj)inion, is of greater importance, 
as connected ■with the course which ought to* he pursued 
hy the paramount State at present, is this faet, viz., that 
Muddun Pal, who, although a distant relative, is still some- 
what nearer of kin to the late Pajah than the other 
competitor, has now obtained the votes in his favor of such 
a very large proportion of the Chiefs • and other men of 
high ranlc in the whole Princip'ality, that there would 
certainly be great discontent among that influential class 
if Bhurt Pal were now to be elevated to the position of 
Rajah ; not only would aU those Chiefs, and some of the 
I)rincipal Ranees also, feel hm’t at their declared opinions 
being so disregarded after we had apparently consulted 
them in the matter, but, in this case, those feelings of 
dissatisfaction would be much aggravated in the minds of 
the Chiefs from their knowing that, in the event of such 
a young boy as Bhurt Pal being selected, their country 
would, for many years to come, be under the direct and 
sole management of an 0£Q.cer of a foreign Government ; 
and tlae last-mentioned prejudice which I attribute to the 
Chiefs of Kerowlee does not differ from the feelings which 
would exist, under similar circumstances, among the nobility 
and other men of local influence in any country of the 
known world. 

Moreover, Muddun Pal being a remarkably good- 
looldng man, with pleasing manners, I have no doubt that 
there is now a sort of personal partiality for bim on the 
part of the Chiefs as the Rajah of their own selection, 

z 
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wliicli would add to their feeling of disgust if that selection 
should he disregarded by the British Government. 

When a Bajpoot Sovereign dies without leaving a son, 
and without- there being any dispute in the family and 
among the principal Chiefs respecting the proper person 
to succeed (whether from relationship or adoption), I 
consider the choice of a successor * to he so entirely an in- 
terior affair of the Native State, that we ought not to take 
any active part in the matter. According to the spirit of 
our Treaties, and according to the intentions of both the 
contracting parties when those Treaties were formed, it 
certainly is not our business to name successors to Bajpoot 
Principalities, except in cases where there are two or more 
competitors, which is precisely the case now at Kerowlee, 
and thus it becomes both our right and our duty to pass 
a decision in favor of one or other of those competitors. 

I entirely concur with Sir Henry Lawrence’s opinion, 
as expressed in the following extract from the 27th para- 
graph of his Despatch now before me, dated the 17th of 
November last, viz . — “The confirmation of the Suzerain 
is necessary in all cases; he is the arbitrator in all con- 
tested adoptions. He can set aside one or other for 
informality, irregularity, or for misconduct; but it does 
not appear by the rules or practices of any of the sovereign- 
ties, or by our own practice with the Istumrardars of Ajmere, 
that the paramount State can refuse confirmation to one or 
other claimant, and confiscate the Estate, however small.” 

Tinder all the circumstances above described or adverted 
to, I consider that Muddun Pal, as proposed by the 
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Governor General, should witliout further delay he installed 
as Rajah of Kerowlee from being (as described by Sir 
Henry Lawrence) the adopted son of “the senior widow 
of Maharajah Pertah Pal.” I would he satisfied, however, 
with whatever security Muddun Pal may offer for the 
payment of the debt, as far as his security need he tahen 
into consideration ; hut I would openly inform him, through 
the Governor General’s Agent, that any breach of his 
promise for the regular payment of the required annual 
instalment, would render him liable to have one or more 
of his districts taken possession of for a time by the British- 
Government, and managed exclusively by a British Officer, 
till the whole of the debt shall he liquidated. 

But I would not at present remove the British Agent 
from the Rerowlee Durbar ; my knowledge of the Kerowlee 
people and the reasons stated by Sir Henry Lawrence in 
the 27th paragraph of liis Despatch of the 17th of November 
combine to convince me of the necessity of retaining the 
Political Agent for at least two years after the elevation of 
Muddun Pal ; and I would advocate that measure, even if 
the Tvhole cost of the Agency should he charged to the 
British Government, because many of our own general 
purposes wiU he promoted by such a measure, while posi- 
tive and extensive good will he effected to a large portion 
of the inhabitants of the Kerowlee Territories. I observe 
that the Most Noble the Governor General at present 
lias some doubts as to the expediency of retaining the 
Political Agent if he is to he paid from the British Treasury, 
hut I trust that those doubts will soon he removed from 
His Lordship’s mind, and, at all events, I feel fully convinced 
that His Lordship will readily confirm the act if the 
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Hon’ble President of tlie Council will at once order the 
whole plan to he carried into elfect, including the retention 
of the British Agency at Kerowlee, the latter part of the 
plan being considered as a temporary measure, and the 
exact duration of the Agency being thus left for the 
future consideration and decision of Government. 

(Sd.) , J. Low. 

„ P. J. Hallidat. 


Copy of a Despatch from the Hon^ble Court of Directors, — (No. 30, 
dated London, the 5th July 1854.) 

The communications noted in the margin relate to 

Foreign letter, dated 4th Febrnary KcrOWlce affah’S. 

(N 0 ..IO) 1854, paragraphs 139 to 142. 

Foreign letter, dated 4th February 

(No, 12 ) 1854, entire. Before replying to these com- 

munications, we have again perused your Besiiatch of the 
7th of September 1852 and the papers which accompanied 
it. It seems to us that at that time both your. Local 
Officers and yourselves entertained and expressed the . 
opinion that the circumstances attendant upon the adoption of 
Bhurt Pal by Nursing Pal,, as fully reported by Lieutenant 
Monck Mason, were of a character to make that ceremony 
valid and effectual for all purposes, provided that the 
British Government consented to the political recognition 
of it. 

This was the view which we took in 1863, and acting 
upon that view, we, by our letter of the 26th of January, 
not only directed that the State of Kerowlee should con- 
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tinue under a Native ruler, but sanctioned specifically 
tlie succession of Bhurt Pal. 

Lieutenant Mason is still favorable to tbe pretensions 
of that boy, but all tbe other opinions contained in tbe 
Xmpers accompanying your letter of tbe ditb of Pebruary 
1854i are in favor of tbe claims of Muddun Pal, a Chief of 
mature years. 

Sir Henry Lawrence, tbe present Agent of your 
Government in Bajpootana, offered bis “ recommendation 
that, as nearest of kin to Nm’sing Pal, and as accepted by 
tbe Banees of ICeroAvlee and by all tbe nine most mfluen- 
tial Tbakoors who, under a strictly Native regime, would 
probably be tbe electors ; also by more than tbree-fourtbs 
of tbe 38 feudal Chiefs who, in Lieutenant Mason’s opinion, 
are alone entitled to vote in important State matters ; .and 
as far as can be judged by tbe almost general feeling of 
tbe country ; be (]\Iuddun Pal) be nominated by tbe Governor 
General in Council to tbe Baj of Kerowlee, and that 
Maharanee Warsookejee, the senior widow of Maharajah 
Pertab Pal, be xoermitted, according to tbe existing customs 
of tbe country, to adopt him as her son in succession to 
Nursing Pal.” 


Colonel Low now admits that “ satisfactory proofs 
have been obtained that certain forms, and also tbe sanction 
of certain individuals, which are, strictly speaking, required 
for a legitimate adoi)tion, were omitted by tbe late Baj ah 
and bis advisers, which omissions caused tbe adoption 
of Bhurt Pal to be invalid according to tbe rules by which 
such matters are generally judged in Bajpoot famibes.” 
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And the Governor General says that Muddnn Pal “ has 
been found to he the proper successor since the name of 
Bhurt Pal was first hrouglit forward.” 

In consequence of this change of opinion, you, on the 
16th of January 1854i, directed Sir Henry Lawrence to “ at 
once recognize Muddun Pal as successor to the Kerowlee 
Chiefship, and take the necessary steps for his installation.” 

On this decision we must remark that you should have 
Avaited for our previous sanction : so far as Ave had given an 
opinion, our opinion had been given in favor of Bhurt Pal, 
and there was no necessity for immediate action, as the 
people of KeroAAdee would not have suffered by the con- 
tinuance of British management for a few months longer. 

We cannot help observing also that if you had, in 1852, 
intended only to ask whether Kerowlee was to be considered 
as a lapse to the paramount power or not, you would have 
done well to have put that question simply before iis, 
AAuthout any mention of Bhurt Pal, and not have led us to 
sanction a course on your representations whicli eventually 
you have seen good reason to refrain from adopting. 

We hope that your previous opinion has not been made 
known at KeroAidee, otherivise we should regret exceed- 
ingly such an appearance of the want of sufficient con- 
sideration on the part of the Government. 

Muddun Pal being of mature years, you are doubtful 
of the necessity of retaining a Political Agent at his Court. 
We observe, however, that, in the opinion of Colonel Low, 
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tlie Agency should be maintained for at least two years 
longer : you will of course inform us of the result of your 
deliberation on the subject. 

The Agent has very properly been directed to state to 
the new Uajah that the annual instalment of the debt due to 
your Government must be paid regularly, and that, in the 
event of failure, one or more of his districts will be attached 
until the debt is paid. 

The measures taken against the rebellious Garrisons 
of Ootgurh and Nerowlee were proper ; and we are glad to 
observe that the object was in both cases attained without 
bloodshed. 
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f njiy nf n li'ttop fr\->ni A. M ('hirf F(’C'r(’l-'ir 3 ' to CTovf'rnmont, Bomhay, to 

JL M. I'.i.MoT, ^-I'ort'tary to Govonitiient of Itulia, — (No. ■)! -98, dated 
the 7t1i A]»ri1 

1 ilirootod to to you, forpul)jni?.<:ion to the Kiglit IIonMdc 

(lio Governor (>enor;il of India in Couneil, eojn- of a loUor roccived tin’s 
d.ny, hy expre-';, from the Ite-'^ident at Sattara, reporting; the death, on the 
olh iii'^tant, of His Iliglniess the Hajnh of that State. 

2. I mu lihv.vi^e directed to transmit, to yon cojiy of a Minute 
rm'orded hy tlie Ilon'hlo Mr. Willou'^hhy on receipt of tlio above intelli- 
ITiMiee, and t^i Htat<? Oiat the pr.»e.‘edinp;s wliich may he adopted by this 
Govennnent roji^-'.pient on the death of His Hiolnmvs the Itajah will be 
reported without del.iy to His Lordship the Governor General in Council, 


!». I am dire.ted oit this oceavion to forward copy of a letter from 

Mr. I'Vere, the llesident. at Sattara, 


I. fh’i'J' r* '.er fprira 

I’ji !},<• e.’ii'l liy 

t 1 i*' ni’ii'Mc ilic (toveriK'r, t<i tl-.ii lie. 
nr Sntt'jnT. 

(’I'jiv of n .nl.in"«i'il <m 

Uio priisx' il'iy liy 111'" Htin'lit' tlu-Go- 
vrrteir, t<i Jlif Mi’ihIkts df the (Jo- 
vi niinctit in Itfimbny. 

a. Cdjiy < r n IcltiT on 

the 2 nil nltiiii'J by ibe Civil Mem- 
bfT.'« of tin- (t.ivernniefii, t<t Jfin I'l- 

eeUeticy the Conuiiniiiler.in.Cbivr. 


dated the i!lst ultimo, reporting; the 
partieular.s of His Hij^hness's illncs.s, 
toi!;ether with copies of the docuinonts 
noted in the marg;in, from which His 
Lordship in Council will learn the 
measures whieh were adopted hy this 
Government, on reeeivinfn intelligence 
of the late Kajah’s serious illness, for 
preventing any disturhanee in the 


Sattara Territory in the event of his death. 


Copy of a loiter from Iho ITon'ldc the Governor, to Ilis Excr.l.txxcv LTF.iiTr.XAXT 
Giisr.nM, Sin Wii.i.ot:f.HnY Cottox, o. c. n., the IIoN’nu’. L. II. llnm, and 
the UoN’nu; .T. P. 'Wii.wur.niiY, — (dated the *22nd March 1818.) 

Tin: accompanying Despatch having heen forwarded to me by 
Mr. Frcre, 1 have thought it advisable, owing to my proximity to Sattara, 
to issue to him instructions, of which a copy is annexed. 


2 A- 
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* I have confulcnitnlly apprised Colonel !^Ianson, Commanding- at 
Poona, of the possibility of the occurrence of a crisis at Sattarii, and 
I have directed the Collector, Mr. Courtney, to proceed in the pi-osecution 
of his ordinary duties to Necra, and there to remain for the present. 


Oop3' of a IcUor from IT. II. E. Fnr.ai;, E.<iq., Posiclonfc nt Sattnra, to tlio Secretary 
in attemlanco on llio ITon’blc tbo Governor nt Jlnbablcslnrur, — (No. 22, 
dated f.bo 21st Mai'ch IS IS.) 

It is with very great regret that I have to inform j’ou of the very 
serious illness of His Highness the Rajah of Sattara. 

2. After being in better hc.Tlth than usual during the cold wea- 
ther, riis Highness had an attack of illness, about three wcolcs ago, 
which, though it would not have caused alarm in a man of younger and 
stronger constitution, threatened at one time to occasion ground for 
serious apprehension. 

3. His Highness in consequence, on the 4th instant, returned from 
the districts to the neighbourhood of Sattara, and from that day rapidly 
recovered, so that, when I saw him on the IGth instant, he aiipeared to 
bo in his usual health and spirits, and so continued till yesterday evening, 
when, after making arrangements for the celebration of the usual cere- 
monies this daj’-, he complained, ns he went to rest, of pain in his back ; 
the pain incre.ased during the night, and about S A. .w., though I had 
an engagement to visit him in the afternoon, he desired I might lie 
sent for immediately. I met the bearer of the Pnrnavces’s note about 
eight miles off, as I was riding into Sattara, and finding- Dr. Murnay 
on the point of going to His Highness, ive went together. 

4. His Highness appeared to be suffering severe pain, and was 
evidently in great alai-ra about himself; his usual self-possession and 
firmness, for which Dr. IMurmy told me he had been remarkable in 
previous attacks of a still more painful nature, had forsaken him, and he 
was utterly unable to control his feelings. It was long before our 
united efforts could restore him to any degree of composure, and he then 
told me, in broken sentences, that he felt he was most seriously ill, and 
had many things to say to me. 
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5. In reply to an observation that be had previously recovered 
from similar and more severe attacks, he said that “ they were quite 

j.. different, that they pain and disease,* 

but that this was more ; that neither 
he nor any of those who knew what he suffered doubted but that it 
was the effect of the magical arts of his enemies. This is not the 
first time,” he said, "that they have done so; you know what they 
did long ago, and that they are still unpunished for that crime.^' This he 
said in allusion to the death of Bagoo Baee, His Highness’s favorite concu- 
bine, which, as Government is aware, is attributed to poison, administer- 
ed by "Wasdem, the Native Doctor, at the instigation of Eshwunt Bow 
Trimbuck, late Dewan, who has the reputation of being a proficient in 
the kindred and much-dreaded arts of magic and poisoning. 

6. I reminded His Highness of the legal difficulties which 
opposed the earnest wish of the Government to enable him to bring the 
accused in the case in question to trial ; and, in reply, he merely earnestly 
appealed to me to pray Government to decide the case quickly, so that 
those who on trial might be found guilty, might no longer by the 
impunity of their crime, encourage evil-doers. 

7. " He then told me that this was the state of Sivajee and 
Shahoo Maharaj ; that it was for the Government, who had so long upheld 
it, to take such steps as it saw fit to upheld it still and then, %vith still 
deeper feeling and in a more impressive manner, said that he committed 
to the keeping of the British Kesident Bulwunt Row llaj Adnya, the 
boy he had taken under his protection, and made the child put his 
hands in mine. 

8. The room having been cleared of all but his most immediate 
and confidential attendants, the three Ranees entered, and His Highness 
said be committed them to the keeping of the British Govenrment, to 
protect and provide for them. 

9. They were followed by the mother and sister of Bagoo Baee, 
whom His Highness commended to me as special objects of his regard, 
adding that they had no one, after he was gone, to protect them. 

10. The chief Officers of His Highness’s household were then 
re-admitted, and after saying generally that he trusted them all to the 
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kindness and care of the British Government, he specially jiointed out 

* m tlie father* of the elder llanee and 

* Tannajee Eajay Sirkay. • tj t. i rn • r. 

Appajee Itow Puttunkur, Tannajee Row 
Nandekur, the two fathers-in-law of the Raj Adnya, the boy above 
alluded to. 


11. I have stated the substance of what His Highness said at 
intervals between the paroxysms of pain, and interrupted not only by liis 
own groans, hut by the lamentations of those about him, which often broke 
out with a clamorous expression of uncontrolled grief, inbo the painful 
details of which I need not enter, and which can be pictured to them- 
selves only by those who have heard and- witnessed Natives giving vent 
to the first bursts of unchecked sorrow. 

12. Dr. Murray had prescribed what he considered best adapted 
to relieve the pain from wliich the Rajah suffered ; hut His Highnesses 
usually firm mind seemed quite unhinged by the united effects of physi- 
cal sufiering and the firml 3 '--rooted belief that he was laboring under the 
effects of supernatural agency; and he showed less willingness to take 
the prescribed medicine than to trust to charms and the antimagical in- 
cantations of Brahmins. 

13. Dr. Murray considers His Highness’s present attack to he 
a neuralgic affection. The severe illness he had, about three years and a 
half ago, commenced very much in the same way, with acute rheu- 
matism of the loins, which afterwards extended with somewhat alarming 
symptoms to the chest. On the present occasion there are no febrile 
symptoms, which is so far favorable; but, on the other hand, his consti- 
tution is very much more broken, and would now give way to a much 
smaller amount of disease than it would have done three or four years ago. 

14. In reply to the many painful appeals which His Highness 
addressed to me personally, I endeavoured to confine myself to general 
expressions of the grounds of confidence which His Highness might 
find in his past experience and knowledge of the generous manner in 
which the British Government had always treated even its enemies, in 
his acquaintance with the personal character of so many of our rfrlers, in 
his remembrance of his own undeviating loyalty to tlie Britisli Go- 
vernment, and in the assurance that that Government would pay all 
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possible respect to the wishes of so faithful au ally with regard to those 
who were dear to or had served him wdth fidelity. 


P. S . — ^^ule writing the above. His Highness sent to beg me to 
come to him again as he felt worse: on my going to him with 
Dr. ]Murr.ay, he proposed to submit to cupping, which was attended with 
considerable relief of the painful symptoms. Before I left he sent all 
his attendents, with the exception of the Furnavees, out of the room, 
and begged me to state to Government his hope that some gifts of jewels, 
cooking vessels, and other person.al property, which he had made and 
purposed to make to the Ilnj Adnya and others, might be respected. I 
assured him that his wishes in this respect would have every attention 
from Government, but begged him to make sure that there might be no 
doubt as to his intentions by leaving written particulars of all such 
gifts, which he promised to do. 


Copy of a letter from the Hon'blc the Governor of Bombay, to H. B. E. Freee, 
Esq., Kesident at Snttnra, — (dated Mabablesbwur, tbo 22ud March 1818.) 

I REGRET to learn from your letter of yesterday’s date the alarming 
illness of the Rajah of Sattara. 

2. In the event of his demise, it will be proper that the adminis- 
tration of the affiiirs of the Raj should go on as much as possible in the 
manner they are now conducted, and by the same Ministers, until the 
decision of the Government of India in the question of succession may 
be received. 

3. In the present state of things, .and still more so should His 
Highness’s iUness terminate fatally, you ndU not fail to ende<avour to 
draw all parties towards you for counsel. 

4. At such a crisis as the death of the Raj.ah would occasion, it wiU 
be advisable also that you should address letters to the jagheerdars of 
the State, enjoining them to maintain good order in their several 
dominions, and injunctions of a similar kind will of com-se be impress- 
ively laid by you upon all Officers of the State at Sattara. 
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Copy of a lector from the Members of the Government of Bombay, to His Excel- 
lency Lieutenant-General Sib Willoughby Cotton, g. c. b., Command- 
er-in-Ohief of the Army, Bombay, — (dated the 24tb March 1848.) 

We have the honor to inform your Excellency that the Re.siclent of 
Sattara has, in a letter dated the 21st March, informed us of the very 
serious illness of His Highness the Rajah of Sattara. The Hon^ble 
the Governor has confidentially informed Colonel Manson, Commanding 
the Poonah Division, of this circumstance and the possibility of the 
occurrence of a crisis at Sattara • and we think it right to apprize your 
Excellency in case Military movements should be eventually necessary. 


Copy of a letter from the Resident at Sattara, to A. Malet, Esq., Secretary to 
Government, — (No. 269, dated the 5th April 1848.) 

It is with great regret that I have to announce the death of His 
Highness the Rajah of Sattara at half-past one.this afternoon. 

With the exception of a general expression of grief on the part of 
his subjects at the death of His Highness, everything is perfectly quiet 
in the city. 

Pending the orders of Government regarding the succession, I have 
directed all Officers to report to the Residency, but to carry on their 
duties in precisely the same manner and through the same Agents as 
during His Highnesses life-time. 

I have directed similar letters to be addressed to the guaranteed 
jagheerdars, and early to-morrow I hope to report, for the information of 
Government, all particulars attending His Highness's demise. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hon’ble Mb. Willoughby,— (dated the 7th April 1848.) 

I HAVE received this report of the death of the Rajah of ■ Sattara 
ivith deep concern and regret, enhanced by the report recently received 
from the Resident of the able and enlightened manner in which he rided 
his State and attended to the welfare of his subjects. 
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2. The Resident has not stated His Highness's age. Tlie Gazette 
Extraordinary , which, I imagine, it will be proper to issue, announcing His 
Highness’s demise, with the usual honors, had hotter he delayed until we 
hear from the Hon’blc the Governor, to whom this should he forwarded. 

3. It is fortunate that the Hon’ble the Governor is at IMahahlesh- 
wur to direct the Resident how to act under the emergency, and to 
suggest to the Board the arrangements which should he adopted for the 
future Government of the Sattara Territory pending reference to supe- 
rior authority. 

4. The death of His Highness should he reported to the Govern- 
ment of India by to-da^^’s Post, with an intimation that our proceeedings 
consequent thereon will be reported without delaj'. 


Copy of a letter from A. jr.\LET, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of 
Bombay, to H. l^L Er.uor, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, Fort 
William, — (No. 05-1478, dated the 8tli April 1818.) 

■Wmi reference to my letter of yesterdaj^s date. No. 41, I am 
directed b}' the Hon’ble the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
submission to the Right Hon’blc the Governor General of India in Coun- 
cil, copy of a Proclamation issued this day b}" this Government, announc- 
ing the death of His Highness Shreemunt Maharaj Shahjee Rajey 
Chuttruputtee of Sattara. 


Proclamation, Political Department, — (dated Bombay Castle, the 8th April 1848.) 

The Hon’ble the Governor in Council lias with deep regret received 
intelligence from the Resident at Sattara of the death, on the 5th 
instant, of His Highness Shreemunt Mahanaj Shahjee Rajey Chuttruputtee, 
Sovereign of the Sattara State. 

2. It is hereby directed, as a marie of re.spect to the memory of 
the deceased, that the Flag at the Castle be hoisted this day Half-Mast- 
High and so continue until sunset; and that 46 ]\Iinute Guns, corre- 
sponding in number mth the age of His Highness, be fired from the 
Saluting Battery. 
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Copy of a letter from A. JEai-et, Esq., Chief Sccretaiy to Government, Bombay, 

to H. M. EiiUOT, Esq., Soca-etai^ to Government of India, — (No. 70-1C01, 

dated the 19tU April 18‘IS.) 

In continuation of my letter, dated the 7th instant, reportings the 
death of His riighness the Rajali of Sattara, I am directed to transmit 
to you, for submission to the Right Hon’hle the Governor General of 
India in Council, copies of three further letters from Mr. Frere, the 
Resident at Sattara, dated the 3rd, 6th, and 7tli instant, on the affairs 
of His late Highness. 

2. In the first of these communications Mr. Frere has reported 
the particulars of two interviews which took place between himself and 
the Rajah on the 1st and 3rd instant, on which occasions His Highness 
expressed a hope that Government would sanction a handsome provision 
from the Sattara revenues for the support of the orphan boy he lately 
took under his protection, and that His Highness would be permitted 
to adopt a son to succeed him in the S.attara Raj. 

3. In his letter of the Gth instant Mr. Frere has reported the 
particulars attending His Highness’s death, and states that a few hours 
before his demise His Highness, in the presence of Dr. Murnay, Civil 
Surgeon at Sattara, adopted, as his son, a lad, named Venkut Row, of 
the house of Shedgaum, which traces its origin through Vittojee, the 
son of Kellojee, the great-grandfather of Siv.ajee.* 

d. With his letter dated the 7th instant Mr. Frere has submitted 
copies and translations of several memoranda, which, at the dictation of 
the Rajah, were drawn up sevei'al days before his demise. In these 
memoranda His Highness has stated his wishes in regard to the disposi- 
tion of his private property, the provision to be made to his widows, 
dependants, and the orphan boy taken under his protection, and ex- 
pressed a hope that the lad adopted by him would be i-ecoguized by 
Government as his successor in the Sattara Raj. 

5. Copy of a Minute recorded on the 11th instant by the Hon’ble 
the Governor, concurred in by the Hon’ble Mr, Willoughby upon Mr. 
Frere’s letters of the Gth and 7th instant, and of four Despatches on 
the affairs of Sattara (inclusive of the above subjects), addressed by this 
Government to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors on the 13th and 
-15th instant, accompany this letter. 
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Co]iy of a letter from H. B. E. PmmE, Esq., Ecsident at Sattara, to the Secretary 
in attendance on the Hon’ble the Gorernor at Mahahleshwur, — (No. 27-159, 
dated the 3rd April 1848.) 

I HAVE the honor to forward, for the information of Government, 
a memorandum of what passed at an interview with His Highness the 
Rajali of Sattara on Saturday, when he sent to ask me to see him in the 
morning’. 


2. I had expected that he would revert to the subject of the Eaj 
Adnya^s allowances, but, since his serious attack on the 21st ultimo. His 
Highness had seemed ratlier to avoid touching on the other subjects he 
brought forward on tlie present occasion. 

3. He had left the ground near the Residenc}’-, where he had 
pitched for change of air, and returned to the Palace on Thursday 
night, the 30th ultimo. He appeared to have found the fatigue of 
moving greater than he had expected, complained of great weakness and 
of getting no rest at night, and altogether was in very low spirits about 
himself, and told me that his feelings during the night had convinced 
him it was impo.ssible to hope he would be able to reach the hills and see 
the Hon’ble the Governor, and that he had, therefore, determined to bring 
forward what he wished to say at once before he got any weaker. 

4. I trust my proceedings as detailed in the memorandum may be 
approved by Government, and would beg that it may be borne in mind 
that His Highness is physically iu no condition to maintain a long 
argument. When I believed His Highness encouraged hopes which 
might, I feared, be disappointed, I stated my own views as fully and 
forcibly as I could ; he listened patiently and seemed to do full justice 
to my motives in stating what I knew would be unpalatable ; but even 
the exertion of listening wearied him greatly, and anything like dis- 
cussion of the different points raised was out of his power. With regard 
to the question of adoption, he seemed content with my sajdng that 
I was quite unable to give any pledge as to the ultimate decision of 
Government, and could only assure him that it would be governed by 
what the}’’ considered just and right and for the good of his people. 

5. Yesterday he sent to ask me to see him early this morning, 
w’hen His Highness had several Yads read, which had been drawn up in 
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conformity witli the memorandum he had made on Saturday. On my 
pointing out instances in which T was doubtful whether his wishes 
could he complied udth, he told me he was reading them, not with the 
view of getting my opinion as Resident, but to ask me as his personal 
friend whether what he had asked were unbecoming or needed further 
argument or explanation to enforce it, which in no case appeared to me 
to he the case. 

6. None of the memoranda said anything about the Raj Adnya's 
“ Nemnook f’ and when they wei'e finished, he said he had determined not 
to write on that subject, but to ask me to obtain from Government their 
sanction to a life pension, leaving him power to give the'bo}'^ such State 
office as he pleased, to be enjoyed during the sovereign’s pleasure. 

7. I pointed out that it was impossible to re-open the subject 
unless His Highness would mention the specific sura he wished to 
grant, and that I had already repeatedly expressed my belief of the 
inutility of his expecting the approbation of the British Government 
to the grant of anything approaching any of the sums he had ever 
named. 

8. He then said he had originally applied for a Nemnook of 
Rupees 1,27,600, and that he trusted the British Government would not 
consider a life pension of Rupees 60,000 excessive, and begged I would 
submit his request on the subject to Government. 

9. I told His Highness I could not hold out any hope that this 
would be considered a " moderate ” and suitable ” provision, but the 
effect of what I urged only showed me the truth of the character given 
His Highness by one of my predecessors, “ that, while few men were 
more amenable to sound advice before his opinion was made up, when 
once formed, he was remarkably tenacious of it." 

MEMORANDUM. 

Visited His Highness at the new Palace about 8 A. si. He had passed 
a restless night, and was looking more worn than when I last saw him 
on Thursday evening : the Native Agent and the Furnavees were the 
only persons present. 
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AHcr inlking some time nboni His Ilighnoss’s health, on my express- 
ing a hope Unit lie would soon feel himself equal to undertake a journey 
to I^Iahahleshwur, he said, “ I shall not he able to go to ^lahahleshwur 
this year; 1 have no strength left;” and on my pointing out that he would 
prohahl}' recover his strength in the cool climate, which always suited him, 
and suggesting ways in which the fatigue might he lessened, he said with 
great deliheration and emphasis, "I have no strength for the slightest 
exertion, and I do not feel that I shall ever gain any strength and 
nothing I could say seemed to shake this conviction. His Highness then 
adverted to the case of the " Raj Aduya," the little hoy whom he had 
taken under his protection, and Jiskcd me to give my advice as to what he 
had best do. 


I then reminded him of the advice hch.id received from the Hon^hle 


the Governor in October last, and rcpc.atcd what 1 had myself frequently 
urged on His Highness before, that he was not taking the best course 
for the hoy's happiness by entertaining a wish to secure to him an allow- 
ance at .all approaching the amount originally contemplated by Ilis High- 
ness, and which, he knew, the British Government regarded as excessive. 
I tooh the “Yads” His Highness had prcp.ared, containing the particulars 
of the allowances he formerly proposed to assign to the boy, and pointed 
out that, of all the large sums therein enumerated, the items which could 
in any way contribute to the personal hajijnncss of the boy, his wives, 
and their relatives come short of Rupees 25,000 ; that the rest were mere 
show, elephants. Sowars, Seebundees, &c., the charge of which was in 
itself a source of trouble and anxiety, and could only serve to render the 
bo3' an object of envy : that if he M-ished again to bring forward the 
subject, my advice was that he should revise the items which made up 
this Rupees 2-l',000 odd hundred, strike out many items (such as allow- 
ances to Bhuts, Josecs, Oopadias, &c.) which could in no w.ay contribute 
to the boy’s happiness, and the balance would form a "Nemnook” which 
Government might consider as coming within the definition of a “suitable 

provision ” and concur in the propriety 


“ Vi'lf Jfr. Secretary Cnrrio’B letter, 


Governor General’s Camp, Xngrota, 
12th November 181C, No. 2313.” 


of His Highness conferring it on the 
boy, who would then be in little danger 
of losing it during his good behaviour. 


ITis Highness observed, that, as far as the boy’s personal wants were 
concerned, a very small “Nemnook” would suffice, but that his object 
was to give him rank and consideration. 
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I I’eplied, tliat His Highness’s object was the boy’s happiness, and 
asked whether His Highness did not feel that happiness was quite inde- 
pendent of such pageantry ? He did not seem fully to concur in this, 
and asked ■ what, was the boy the better for his favour if he had merely 
his own personal wants provided for ?” I then said, that, if that continued 
to be His Highness’s feeling, he would always liave the power to give the 
boy any employment he thought fit, and to place him in command ol 
any number of his Sowars, &c., he pleased. 

His Highness answered by asking how he could feel assured of their 
being continued to the boy after his own death ? Nothing, he said, was 
secure, but what was guaranteed by the British Government. 

I said, it was vain to hope that the British Government would ever 
guarantee anything of the sort ; that I should only be deceiving him 
Avere I to offer to submit to Government more than a moderate and 
reasonable provision to the boy himself j that anything beyond this 
he might bestow, as he pleased, during his own life-time, but that for 
its continuance afterwards he must trust to what those who might then 
have the management of affairs might consider just and reasonable : and 
I instanced several cases which might easily occur in which the em- 
barrassment to all parties of any such guarantee Avas so obviousl}’’ pro- 
bable, that it was impossil)le to expect any Government, however 
inclined to meet His Highness’s wishes, Avould eA'^er accord its sanction to 
the terms he sought for. 


His Highness seemed deeply mortified by finding, after much 
discussion, that I continued of this opinion, and at length turned from 
the subject Avith an intimation that he wished to say something of more 
pressing moment. . 

He then made the Furnavees bring forward several kincob and 
other bundles, Avhieh had apparently been taken out of different chests 
and despatch boxes lying before him, and A\’’hich, he told me, contained 
the Sunnuds, &c., relating to the grant by the Delhi Emperors of the 
Siz’deshmookee and other Wuttuns and royal rights; “there was no 
necessity for opening them now; he merely Avished to tell me they were 
there, and I was probably generally acquainted Avith their contents.” 
He then told the Furnavees to take out the original Treaty of 1819, 
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wliicli lie made him read, stopping now and then to explain the words 
which implied or had any connection with the perpetual suecession of 
sovereign power in his house j and, in like manner, he dwelt on the full 
meaning of that part of the Treaty of 1839 which ratified all parts of 
the previous Treaty of 1819 not specifically therein rescinded. 

He then said that he had hoped to have been able to meet the 
Hon’ble the Governor at Mahableshwur, and there to have asked his 
advice as to the course he should pursue, hut that he felt he could not hope 
to do so nowj that he trusted that the same motives which had originally 
induced the British Government to maintain the throne of Sivajee and 
Shahoo would now induce them to consent to let him continue the 
succession in the usual manner by adoption ; and that he had, in despair 
of being able personally to lay his request before the Governor, written 
a Yad, which he begged me to convey without delay to the Governor ; 
that he had always been told, and always acted on the assurance, that 
the presence of the British Resident was as though the sovereign were 
there in person; that he did not feel assured for a day what would* 
happen to him, and he therefore trusted that I would sanction or obtain 
the Governor’s sanction to his adoption, when he could set about the 
necessarj'- preparations without loss of time. 

I reminded him that though the guarantee of the British Resident 
for matters within the limits of his powers was as valid as that of the 
Government he represented, that those powers were limited and did not 
extend to sanctioning his adoption ; that I would convey any request he 
might have to make with all possible speed, but that I doubted whether 
the Government of Bombay or even that of India would feel competent 
to give an answer without previous reference to the Hon’ble Court of 
Directors, with whom, as Sovereign of India, rested the final decision of 
such questions. 

He asked how long such a reference would take ? On my naming 
three months as the shortest possible period in which an answer could be 
expected, he said he had little hope of lasting so long, but that he must 
trust to the generosity of Government. 

He then had the Yad read and asked for sanction to adopt in 
general terms, and this circumstance, coupled with the way in which he 
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had turned from the subject of the " Raj Adnya’s allowances, revived 
in my mind an impression that, in the event of his getting a general 
permission to adopt, he contemplated adopting the “ Raj Adnya.” 

In speaking some time ago of what might happen after his death. 
His Highness had observed that "he would never meet any one so much 
to his satisfaction as the hoy in question •/’ whereupon I had taken the 
opportunity to point out how impossible it was that a hoy so situated, 
a foundling and a stranger, out of whose dish His Highness could not 
eat, should ever be recognized as a fit person to succeed His Highness on 
the throne of Sivajee. 

On the present occasion His Highness appeared to perceive that 
I was thinking of that conversation, and therefore said that, " if he got 
permission to adopt, he would select some one of the family of Bhons- 
lay, not of the family of Kolapoor, because they had allied themselves 
with Scindiah, and otherwise contaminated the pure blood of the Bhons- 
lays and mixed themselves up with families of low rank and bad 
character ; besides which the Kolapoor children were both married and 
no adoption could take place after marriage ; nor, he said, would he 
adopt any of the family who had been at Benares with the Ex- Rajah, nor 
any member of the Wawee house, because, were any of them to succeed 
him, there would never be any peace at Sattara for any of his own 
family or adherents ; that there were seven other houses, the Bhonslays 
of Moonghy, Kauwut, Initee, Oodhut, Shedgaon, Kullus, and Tanjore ; 
from one or other of these families he would select a successor after 
due enquiry as to the purity of blood, the qualities of the child, and the 
prognostics derivable from his horoscope. 

He said, he would add to the Yad a few words expressive of his 
wishes in this respect, and there were many other things regarding 
which he would leave memoranda of his last wishes, lest I should forget 
themj and he proceeded to mention them to the Furnees, desiring him 
to make a note of each. The principal points which I gathered were, 
that the Ex-Rajah^s supposed adoption of a son at Benares should 
on no account be recognized; that any gifts he might specify in a 
Yad of his own personal property might be respected; that certain 
persons he would enumerate might be continued in employment; and 
that if they did • not manage satisfactorily, that the Resident should 
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liimsclf nssume the direction of affairs and guardianship of the State ; 
that neither Ballajee Pnnt Nathoo nor Esiuvunt Ilao Foujdar should, 
under any circuinstanees, he employed, the former on account of the ill 
will he had evinced to various members of His Highness's family, the 
latter for his many -crimes; that Eslnvnnt Rao and all his accomplices 
in the murder of Bhagoo Bace should, be tried by the Resident, and, 
pending such trial, not to bo allowed to go at large. 

He then said that it would probabl}' t.akc a long time to get an 
answer to his Yad regarding the adoption; that, should he in the mean 
time feel his end approaching, he would be compelled to adopt, leaving 
the recognition of the adoption to the generosit}' of Government. 

I replied, that Ilis Highness had, when first taken ill, fancied liim- 
self much worse than he really was, and I trusted he would 3"ct recover; 
and that I need not tell him that the British Government would be but 
ill pleased to find he had taken such a step without any real urgent 
nccessit}’ and without awaiting their rcpl^'. 

lie said, there w.as no danger of his again being unnecessarily 
alarmed, but that he felt his life hung now on a thread. 

He then reverted to the. convcrs.atiou regarding the Raj Adnya's 
allowances, and said he would write a Yad on that subject also, proposing 
a reduced allowance. I said. His Highness well knew my anxiety to 
further his wishes in an^' waj', but I must repeat mj" conviction that it 
was useless to make any fresh proposal unless His Highness could con- 
cur in the views I had expressed of wh.at I conceived the Government 
might allow to be moderate and reasonable. His Highness replied, that, 
even if what he proposed were Rupees 10,000 beyond what I might 
have advised him, he trusted I would recommend it for his sake. 

The intendew,‘of which the above is a sketch, lasted fully three 
hours, and at the conclusion His Highness was so exhausted as to be 
h.ardl}’^ able to give me the “ utter,” &c., on my taking my leave. 
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Copy of a letter from the Resident at Sattara, to JT. E. Goldsmid, Esq., Secretary 
in attendance on the non'blc the Governor, Mahablc.sliwur, — (No. 31-171, 
dated the 6th April 1818.) 

In continuation of my letter. No. 27, of the 3rd instant, I have the 
honor to state, for the information of Government, the following: 
particulars regarding tlic death of Ilis Highness Shahjee, Rajah of Sattara, 
having yesterday communicated the simple fact of his decease, byE.vpress, 
to Government: — 

2. When I left Ilis Ilighnc-ss on the 3rd, ho had hogged me, as 
stated in my letter above referred to, personally to inform the Ilon’hle 
the Governor of the state of his health, of the impossibility of his 
making his \isual visit to Wahablashwur and thereby availing himself 
of the HonMde the Governor’s advice with regard to the future; to 
explain as far as I could personally what might ref|uirc explanation ; and 
to let him know what hope there was of an immediate answer to any 
of the Yads which he would send me. 


3. After I had written that letter, he sent a message to say that 
Monday was an unlucky day to sign the Yads, and he would defer doing 
so till Wednesda}’, I scut a reply that I would also defer my departure 
till Wednesday if he wished, but he sent to beg I would not do so, 
and ultimately he signed the Yads (vide ray letter. No. , of this day’s 
date) that evening. 


4. I had no bulletin of his he.alth on the 4th ; on the 5th I was 
engaged in translating some of the documents I had brought up, when 
I received a note from the Furnavees, dated 6 a. ar. that morning. 

Tide paragraphs IS and 19 of the ^he day prmnous His High- 

Memorandura enclosed in the Uesi- ness had remained ill the same state as 
dent’s letter. No. 27, ofthe 3rd instant. , t' xio 

’ when i saw him on Monday, up to 12 

o’clock at night, when he felt obstruction in his throat, and liad since 
continued to get worse ; that " His Highness had already told the Re- 
sident that, if he felt his life were despaired of, he must adopt a son,” beg- 
ging me to tell the Governor " the state of things here with the ‘ utmost 
submission,’ and procured his consent to the Rajah’s adopting an heir.” 


5. This was followed within a few minutes by another Express, 
with two notes from the Furnavees and Native Agent, dated 9 a. m.. 
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stating lliat His Highness was worse, his breathing more difficult, and 
that, though lie was still able to talk and had tlie full use of his mental 
powers, he was unable to raise his head ; urging my immediate return, 
as there was no hope of his life beyond the evening. The Furnees 
added — “As it is impossible to he sure that His Highness will last till the 
llesideut comes. His Highness has formally declared his purpose* of 
adopting a son.^' 

G. Having communicated the purport of their notes to the Hon^ble 
the Governor, T set out on my return to Sattara, hut was met ou the 
road by a note from Dr. IMurray, informing me that all was over. His 
Highness having exiiircd at about half-past one. 

7. For what past during the last hours of His Highness's life 
I must refer to the enclosed l\remorandum from Dr. Iirurraj’’, which is 
so full as to leave me nothing to add, from the testimony of other parties 
present, beyond a statement of the deep anxiety which His Highness 
showed that Dr. Murray should not leave him for an instant. To the very 
last His Highness expressed distress if ho lost sight of him for a mo- 
ment, and said that “ ho felt at ease as long as the Saheb was by him." 

8. I trust the Government will approve of Dr. JIurray's conduct 
under unexpected circumstances of very considerable embarrassment. 

9. It was after dark when I reached the Palace ; a vast crowd had 
assembled in the square in front of it, and the whole of His Highness's 
retinue was assembled as for a State procession. I was received bj'- 
Mamma Sahib Senaputtee, His Highness's maternal uncle, one of the 
oldest and most respected of his Sirdars, who led me to the gateway, 
where the corpse was placed in a sitting posture, dressed as in Durbar, 
and prepared to be carried forth. 

10. After the first clamorous expression of grief was somewhat 
calmed, the boy who had been adopted was brought forward. 


* Tlio e.'qiression “ Sunkulp Soroon Towola,” meaning that " ho had thrown the 
handful of water,” with certain ceromonios which form the most solemn mode of 
declaring a settled purpose, might with very slight change bo taken in the more com- 
mon meaning of "Sunkulp” for “had given up the purpose.” 

2 c 
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11. I told the assembled Chiefs, that, when I had left the 
Governor in the afternoon, he was in full persuasion that I should find 
His Highness alive, and hoped that His Highness might have been 
spared many days ; and that, in that belief, tlie Governor had expressed 
his approval of the advice which the Furnees and others present knew 
I had given His Highness on Saturday to await the answer of Govern- 
ment to His Highnesses application for leave to adopt, and not to com- 
plicate the question by proceeding to any adoption pending the arrival of 
that answer, as His Highnesses so doing might displease the British 
Government; that what had happened was now beyond remedy, but 
that it was out of my power to recognize the act till I received the 
orders of Government : that, in the mean time, I was instructed, in tlie 
event, which Government then hoped to be very improbable, of any- 
thing happening to His Highness to take chaige of the Administration, 
but to conduct it on exactly the same principles and through the same 
Agency as during His Highness’s life-time, till the decision of the 
Government of India, to which all would be reported, should anive.” 

12. With this they seemed perfectly satisfied, several declaring 
“ that they entirely trusted” to the British Government, “ the late Eajah’s 
best friend, and were content to abide by whatever it might think best.” 

13. They then asked leave, which I t>f course gave at once, for the 
procession to move on, which gave occasion for a fresh burst of grief 
from the assembled crowd. The adopted son, as chief mourner, preceded 
the corpse, carrying the fire for the pile ; Mamma Saheb then begged 
me to go upstairs to where the Ranees were sitting, and he led the waj^ 
followed b}'^ about 20 of the prineipal Officers of tlie State and house- 
hold. 


14'. In reply to my expression of deep sympathy with this heavy 
affliction of the family and State, the elder Ranee said, “her whole trust, 
and that of the child which her husband had on his death-bed placed on 
her knees, was in the British Government.” 

15. I explained as briefly as I could what had passed on the 
subject of the application for leave to adopt, and the difficulties which, 
pending the receipt of orders from Government, prevented my recog- 
nizing the act. 
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10. The lady was sitting-, wrapped in shawls, between the two 
younger Eanecs, (dose to the wall, and seemed qnite to nnderstand 
all I said, hnt it was rej)cated in her car, in the usual way, by her 
Dewan. In so doing I observed he omitted or altered every expression 
which implied any doull as to the recognition of the adoption; and 
painful as it was, I considered it, taking all circumstances into con- 
sideration, the less cruel course to recapitulate, and caused to be 
explained to the llances very distinctly the reasons which made it 
impossible for me to recognize the act, or to pledge mj'self to the decision 
of Government on the subject : I added an assurance of the wish of 
Government to maintain undiminished all the respect and consideration 
they had personally enjoyed during the llajah’s life-time, and prayed 
them to attend to his dying injunction, to rely in all things on the 
Ilritish Government, and in cvery^thing to communicate unreservedly 
with the llesidcnt. 

17. Both the elder Ranee and the other p.artics present seemed to 
nnderstand iny motives for being so explicit, and perfectly to compre- 
hend the position in which the question rested; and in a few minutes 
we took our leave and followed the i)rocession, which had proceeded to 
the Krisna, amidst the lamentations of the crowds of towns-pcople 
which line the road. 

1 8. Expresses were immediately dispatched to the Officer Command- 
ing at Poona and the Magistrates of all bordering Zillahs, announcing the 
death of the Rajah, and I have addressed similar communicfitions to the 
guaranteed jaghcerdars and to all those of His Highness's Local Officers 
who have been in the habit of rccei\dng their orders direct from the 
Hoozoor, stating merely the misfortune which had befallen the State 
in the deatli of the Rajah ; that, pending the receipt of orders from 
Government, all would be conducted by the Resident in precisely the 
same manner and b}'- the same parties as in the Rajah’s life-time, and 
informing them that the British Govermnent looked to them for the 
maintenance of order within, their respective jurisdictions. 

19. The lad adopted by the Rajah is -of the house of Shedgaon, 
which traces its origin through Wittojee, the son of Kcllojee, the great- 
grandfather of Sidujee; his father and grandfather were both in 
the service of the Rajah. Up to an hour or two before the adoption 
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tliere appears to have been no thoug'ht of selecting this hoy. The pre- 
vious evening the E,ajah, though fully convinced that his days were num- 
hci'cd, appears to have had no idea of any very immediate danger; he 
gave ordei's to have the drafts of Yads he contemplated writing got 
ready for his consideration next morning, and had sent in various 
directions to have different children of the various houses of Bhonslay 
brought to him, in order that he might select one for adoption. His 
illness during the night seems to have convinced him that no time was 
to be lost, and the lad in question was sent for. So unexpected was the 
summons, that a considerable time elapsed before he v.’as found and his 
horoscope produced; the Rajah desired the Josecs to coniine enquiries to 
the three points of the boy’s capacity for rule, his prospect of long life, and 
of having a family ; and the result being favourable, his grandfather, in 
the father’s absence, made him over to the Rajah, and he was adopted in 
the manner related by Dr. Murray. 

20. It only remains for me to add that everything seems perfectly 
quiet, and the Officers of the Durbar and the people generally seem quite 
convinced that their only course is to await in patience the pleasure of 
the British Government. 

21. I omitted to mention in the proper place that immediately 
on His Highness’s decease Dr. Murray wrote to Major James, Com- 
manding at Sattara, to suggest that double Sentries of His Highness’s 
Regiment should be placed throughout the town, and that all public 
Offices and Treasuries should be locked up and placed under Sentries, 
which was done. 

22. Every mark of respect due to His Highness’s memoiy was 
shown by Major James’s order; the firing of Minute Guns (47), corre- 
sponding with His Highness’s age, being unavoidably postponed until 
sunrise. 


P. S . — When taken ill in the morning, among other expedients 
resorted to in the hope of prolonging His Highness’s life, the Brahmins 
suggested the gift in charity of His Highness’s weight in silver. As he 
was too weak to submit to the ordinary process. Rupees 15,000 were 
taken as the probable weight and given by His Highness. 
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The ceremony of adoption was announced by a Royal salute from 
His Highness's Artillery about noon, an hour and a half before His 
Highness's death. 


Memorandum referred to in foregoing letter. 

A LITTLE after 8 o'clock this morning I received a message .from 
the Rajah that he wished to see me at the Palace as soon as possible ; 
I set out without loss of time, and on the road I met a second messens’er, 
who stated that His Highness was very ill and was very anxious for 
my arrival. 

On reaching the Palace I was informed by the Purnees, who met me 
at the outer gate, that His Highness had been taken very ill in the 
night, and that he had become much worse since morning. On entering 
the apartment where he was laying, I was much shocked at the great 
change which had talcen place in his appearance since I last saw him 
six days ago ; he was exceedingly weak, his breathing embarrassed, 
and his countenance collapsed, and indicating approaching dissolution ; 
he was, however, perfectly sensible, although he spoke with difBculty. 

In answer to his anxious enquiry as to what I thought of his state, 

I said that I was exceedingly sorry to see him so very ill, but that he 
had recovered from two or three previous alarming attacks of illness, 
and that I hoped he might yet be spared to his family and subjects j 
he shook his head and said, ''No, I will never recover from this." 

In the course of the next hour he rallied somewhat, and about 

II o’clock he seemed disposed to sleep. 

Having retired into an adjoining apartment for a few minutes. His 
Highness sent the Purnees to call me, stating that he had something 
which he ivished particularly to communicate : having gone in, I 
observed that a change for the worse had taken place during the short 
time I had been absent. In the course of a few minutes His Highness, 
having had himself raised in bed mth some difBculty, and having ordered 
every one out of the room, with the exception of the Purnees and Rao 



xxu 


SUCCESSION TO THE KEKOWLEE CHlEl’SIItP. 


Sallib, desired the former to bring the copies of two Yads given to 
^Ir. Frere tv'o days ago^ and to read them over to me; they were 
produced accordingly and read by Rao Sahib. His Highness now called 
me close to him and said that the contingency adverted to in the Yad 
(pointing to it) had now arrived, and that he was about to adopt a son ; 
that he had an hour or two ago sent for the boy whom he had selected, 
who was now present in the palace, and that he wished the adoption to 
take place before me. 

This announcement took me by surprize, as I had not received the 
slightest hint of it before ; I said that I hoped His Highness would 
excuse my taldiig the liberty of urging the advisability of postponing 
this ceremony till Mr. Frere’s arrival ; that the foi*mal adoption of a son 
appeared to me to be a matter of too great importance to be performed 
dui'ing the Resident’s absence ; that be was sure to be here early in the 
evening, and that I earnestly hoped His Highness would postpone caiTy- 
ing out his intention till then. To this he replied, that he felt quite 
convinced, he would not live till the evening, and that what was to be 
done must be done now. I then begged him to delay for an hour or 
two, and that, if after that interval he should' appear to be getting worse, 
the ceremony could then be performed, but he shook his head and said 
that no time was to be lost. 

Finding that I could not prevail with him, I took the Furnees and 
Rao Sahib aside, and after explaining the reasons which made me so 
- exceedingly anxious that no adoption should take place until the 
Resident’s arrival, I begged them separately to urge the point upon His 
Highness once more, and to endeavour to prevail upon him to consent 
to the postponement of the measure; this they at once did, but with the 
same want of success as myself. 

It being now evident that further resistance was hopeless, I apolo- 
gized to His Highness for the importunity with which I had urged this 
])oint, and trusted that he would not consider that I had been presump- 
tuous or disrespectful towards him in having thus ventured to obtrude my 
opinion and wishes in a matter which vv'as quite beyond my sphere of 
duty, and which was so intimately connected with His Highness’s 
domestic arrangements. To this he rcjdied with his usual kindliness of 
manner: — "No, you have done quite right; you have done your duty.” 
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His Iliyliness now ]Mit a pen and jiaper in my hand and desired 
me to write the exact words he was about to dictate. I suErcrested it 
would be better that lino Sahib should write the words in iMahratta ; 
but he replied that he wished me to write iu English, as he spoke in 
jMahratta : he then spoke slowlj’ but distinctl}^ as follows : — 

" I have uot the slighest hope of living till the Resident’s arrival ; 
I therefore now adopt this boy (calling the boy into the room), Wenkut 
Row, son of Amboojee Bhonslay, Shergaumwalla. Having finished he 
said, ''keep that jiaper and give it to the Resident.” 

His Highness now ordered the Ranees to be called, and gave some 
other orders which I did not hear, whereupon I left the room and 
w.alked out into the Court-yard; in a few minutes His Highness sent 
for me again, and said he wished me not to leave him. 

There were now assembled round His Highness’s bed the three 
Ranees, the mother and sister of the late Baghoo Baee, Bala Sahib 
Raj Aduya, the Furnees, Row Sahib, the Mama Sahib and his sons, the 
eldest Ranee’s father, the boy about to be adopted, with his grandfather, 
and probably between forty and lift}’’ Of His Highness’s JDurbar. In a 
few minutes the ceremou}’- of adoption commenced and lasted about a 
quarter of an hour. On its conclusion His Highness was lifted up in 
bed, and having had a turban put on his head and a shawl thrown loosely 
over him, the adopted son made his obeisance to him, and afterwards 
(at His Highness’s request) ate sugar out of my hand and from 
the hands of some half-dozen others standing around. On the question 
being asked (b^^ the Furnees I think) as to the name by which the boy 
should hereafter he called, and several names- having been suggested 
(such as Sw.'ijee, Shao, jMaharaj, &c.). His Highness after two or three 
minutes’ silent deliberation answered, " Wenkutjee Rajee, ” being the 
name of one of Sivajee’s brothers. 

His Highness being much exhausted by his exertions, I requested 
him to lay down, and begged that the room might be ele.ared of all except 
his relations and immediate attendants in the hope of his being able to 
sleep ; but he soon called me again to his bedside and said (speaking 
now with a good deal of difficulty, but with perfect intelligence), “I 
wrote eleven paragraphs (kuluin) to the Resident; of these one has just- 
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now been coniplelcd (poorn booa) j tlicolbcr ton must lie oomplcfotl by llic 
llosidcnt (Resident Snliib iic poora kunia) be Ibcn said, "with regard 
to tlie Kamgar log, the l''aniecs knows everything; lie will communicate 
my wishes to the Resident; he is to be tnislcd/' 

On bis making some observation relative to myself, I took the 
opportunity of thanking him for Ihe great and unvarying kindness I 
bad cxjiericnccd at his hands. JIc took iny hand and said, "I have now 
told you all ; you must mention to Mr. Frere all that has passed and all 
that I have said. ]Mr. Frere must arnmge and manage everything 
after mj' death ; from him all my people arc sure to receive justice and 
kindness.'’ Ho then alluded to the great kindness Colonel Ovans hud 
shown to himself and his people, but his words were now scarcely 
audible. 

Once or twice after this, not observing that I was present (though 
still by his bedside), he asked for mo, and on seeing me seemed satisfied, 
though ho said nothing, and, indeed, never spoke to me again. 

Ho expired with scarcely a struggle at half-past one o’clock amid 
the general and (I feel assured) the sincere lamentations, not only of 
his family and attendants, but also of the numerous .nssemblagc of people 
who were congreg-ated within and around the precincts of the palace. 


Copy of a letter from H. B. E. Fanni:, Esq., Ee.sident at Sattam, to II. E. Gold- 
SMID, Esq., Sccrctarj' in attemlance on the Ilon’blo the Governor at Maha- 
blcshnnir, — (No. 32-17G, dated the 7tb April ISIS.) 

I HAVE the honor to forward translations of two memoranda received 
from His Highness tlio Rajah of Sattara late on the evening of the 
3rd instant; they arc in a more formal shape than usual, hearing at 
top the " Sicca ” or great Seal of State, which is only used on Grants, 
Treaties, .and other documents of similar importance; and, instead of 
the “ IMortub ” or Privy Seal, generally used by way of authentication at 
the end of His Highness’s yads, they are signed at length with his name 
in full, a formality of which I know no other instance except the Treaty 
concluded with His Highness in 1839, as, on the few occasions when 
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it was usual for His Highness to authenticate a paper in his own hand, 
he merely wrote the last word or two, whatever they might he, or 
“ Suhee” (signed). 

’ 2. These are the memoranda referred to in my letters noted in the 

margin : some delay in submitting the 
No. g, dated 3rd April^l848. translations has been caused by my 

anxiety to make them as exact as 
possible and by the pressure of other business for the last few days. 
Copies of the original hlahratta are annexed in ease Government should 
wish to make further enquiry as to particular expressions. 

3. ’The first memorandum consists of 11 Sections. 


Is;!. — Asking for an early answer to the other yad, No. 364, in 
which His Highness had requested leave to adopt a 
successor, stating that, in the event of his dissolution 
approaching before the answer of Government arrived, 
he would adopt a son from among the Bhonslay 
families mentioned in the other memorandum ; and that, 
should any accident prevent his doing so, his eldest 
widow woidd adopt a son, with whom he begs the 
British Government to conclude a Treaty and continue 
on the same terms of friendship as heretofore. 


4. %nd . — States that a separate list would be sent containing 
the names and duties of the Ofiicers of State who 
should be employed by his successor, but begging 
that the British Resident should superintend the 
management of afiahs during the minority of his 
adopted son. 


(The list here promised was never prepared. His Highness alluded 
Tide paragraph 12th of Dr. Mnr- Murray, and told him 


ray’s Jlemorandum enclosed in my 
letter, No. 31, of the 6th April 1848. 


that Suecaram Punt, the Purnavees, 
was in his confidence and might be 
trusted in the matter in question. The Fumavees states that he does 
not think His Highness meant to note any particular objects of his 
confidence or mistrust, but to send a list of the existing Officers of State, 


D 
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all of wliom enjoyed his confidence, to the extent required for the 
discharge of their several duties.) 

5. 2)rd . — Promises estimates {“ Behras”) of the allowances and 

Establishments to be assigned to each of the three* 
Ranees, within the limits of which each should manag-e 
her own affairs under the general superintendence of 
the British Resident. 

(Tliese estimates, the Eurnavees states, were never prepared j the 
allowances and servants of each Ranee are, however, entered separate in 
the estimates of His Highness’s private household expenditure. 

6. 4>th . — Promises sealed memoranda of the distribution he wished 

made of his personal effects and private gardens, grazing- 
grounds, and buildings among the three Ranees and 
his adopted son ; and of two villages he wished granted 
to the two younger Ranees, one being already held 
by the elder. 

(This memorandum, the Eurnavees states, was never prepared.) 

7. hth . — Relates to the “Raj Adnya,” the orphan boy His High- 

ness had taken under his protection, and alludes to the 
allowance which His Highness purposed to grant to 
him, which Plis Highness begs may be continued to 
him without interruption; that a village would be 
granted to him in eiiam, to be enjoyed hereditarily 
with a garden, grazing-ground,, and the revenues and 
management of the Somwar quarter (Peith) of the 
city ; that he should have the control of his own 
people without interference from the Royal family, 
and promises a sealed list of the jewels and other 
personal properly which His Highness wished to 
leave to the boy. 

(This list, the Eurnavees states, was never prepared ; all that lias 
passed of late between me and His Highness regarding the proposed 
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Vnlo my letters, No. 27, of tlio 3rd 
instant, and No. 31, of the 6th instant. 


allowaiico will be foniicl roiiorlcd in my letters noted in the margin. Tlie 

grant of a village in enam was never 
completed, nor was any village selected 
by His Highness for the purpose ; 
but one of His Highness’s private gardens, a grazing-ground, and the 
revenue and management of the Somwar Peith, have, it is stated, for 
the last 3 'car or so, been assigned to the " Kaj Adn^^a” and managed by his 
establishment, though no regular grant seems ever to have been made.) 


8. 6i /{. — Promises a memorandum of the Officers of State and 

the duties to be recpiired from each. 


(ri/lc remark on Section %.) 

9. Ith . — Begs that, iu the event of disagreements between the 

Government servants, or malversation in Office, the 
Resident would enquire in presence of the adopted 
son, and, on conviction, punish the offender, forgiving 
a firet offence, should he think fit, in consideration of 
personal character on the intercession of members of 
the Royal family. 

10. ?)lJi , — Promises a memorandum of all Officers of the State 

and household and confidential servants, with their 
existing allowances, which His Highness begs may 
be continued. 


(This list was never completed.) 

11. 9//i. — Relates to Baghoo Bace, a woman of His Highness’s 

household, who died, as was supposed, by poison, more 
than three years ago, leaving her mother, sister, and 
brothers to His Highness’s protection. His Highness 
promises a memorandum of an allowance he proposed 
to grant to the surviving members of this family (the 
mother, sister, and two (3) sisters-in-law), together 
with a village, grazing-ground, and garden, to be 
given in enam, and some jewels and personal property 
he wished to leave themj all which he begs may 
be enjoyed without interference from the. Royal family. 
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(These mcmoraiKla, the Furnavccs states, were never prepared ; the 
two women in cpiestiou, the mother and sister of Baghoo Baec, have fixed 
allowances for themselves and their attendants from His Highness’s 
private purse. 

HI, 10///. — Begs that B.allajec Narr.ain Nattoo may not he re- 
cmjdoyed or permitted to interfere in the maimge- 
ment of the State. 

13. 11///. — llclatcs to Eshwunt Row Trimbuck, the late Dewan, 

and memhers of his family in prison, on suspicion of 
liaving instigated the murder of Baghoo Bace (tide 
Section 0). His Highness begs that the Resident may 
trj' the charge of murder, and that, if acquitted, the 
accused should bo expelled from the Sattara State. 

(This case has lain over pending the decision of Government rc- 
g.arding the surrender to His Highness’s requisition of TV.nsdco Rughoo- 
n.auth, the Native Doctor, a British subject, now in Bomb.ay, accused of 
being an accomplice. Eshwuut How Trimbuck has the reputation of being, 
if not a necrora.anccr himself, a protector and employer of those who deal 
in magic, and was suspected by His Highness and tlic Native community 
of having been by such arts the cause of His Highness’s last and fatal 
Rlncss ; he was formerly in the service of the jaghcerdar of Phultun, and 
Saibjee Bace attributes to his arts the present dangerous illness of her 
brother.) 


14. The other memorandum, No. 3G4, is drawn up mth the same 
form as that just described. His Highness quotes the preamble of the 
Treat}’’ dated the 25th of September 1819, and begs that the same 
motives which induced the British Government to establish the State 
in the first instance will now lead them to consent to the adoption of a 
son as his successor. His Highness mentions eleven houses of the 
Bhonslay family, from among whom he piu’poses to select the hoy best 
fitted for adoption, and states his objections both to a child of the 
Kolapoor house and to the boy whom he had heard had been adopted 
by the Ex-Rajah, which adoption he prays may not be recognized by the 
British Government. 
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15. Ills IH'jhncss in liis nicmorantlnm quotes from the Maliratta 
version of the Treaty, which is somewhat more full than the English. 
The English stales the Trejity to he between ilic llon’ble Company and 
His Highness the Ithihaivijah, "his Iioirs, and successors,” wJiich are the 
terms used throughout the Trc.a{y. The IMahralta vereion uses the 
words "Furjund, wu Waris, wi Kaim ]\Iukam:” the two fonner words 
corrcsjiond, I believe, exactly to progeny', male or female, and heirs. 
" Kaim Mulcam ” is a Persian or Arabic word ; *Ilichardson gives the 
P 111” meaning of (*1^ " a Lieutenant, a Vice-regent, the 

Kaim Mukam or Governor of Constantinople, a Vicar, an 
Administrator, Overseer, Church AVarden.” 

IG. I emmot find the word in IMolesworih’s jMahratta Dictionary, 
nor is it commonly used in Arahralta, but 1 think I have sometimes 
met it in ^lahratla or Guzerattee papens relating to mercantile aflairs, 
when it was intended to bind those who might continue a business, 
other than the natund heirs of the contracting party. 

17. Tiic Treaty is executed in three languages, Mahratta, 
Persian, and English ; one of tlic origin.al copies is doubtless on the records 
of Government, but, for facilit}’ of reference, I annex a copy of the 
eight first clauses of the Treaty, wliich is on the records of this Oflice. 

1 8. No expra^sions of the kind occur in the Trc.aty of the 4lh of 
September 1839, of which an extract is also enclosed, but the first jb-ticlc 
of that Treaty confirms all Articles of the previous Treaty of 1819, 
which were not abrogated or modified by the supplementaiy Treaty of 
1839. 

19. ’ Tlie boy adopted by His Highness just previous to his death 
belonged to the house of Shedgaon, which stands fifth in the list of 
families enumerated in His Highness’s memorandum. 

20. I have collected all the information within my reach relative 
to the Sattara family, which, if rccpiired by Government, will be 
forwarded. 
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•* Cl- *• 

! Sicca or Seal i 
of Sattara. I 


•• 


Copy of a translation of a yad from His Highness the Eajah of Sattara, to the 
Resident, — (No. 364, dated the 2nd April 1848.) 

In the Treaty concluded by the British Government with this 
Sirkar (His Highness)^ it is stated "that^ in consideration of the 
antiquity of the family (Ichandan) of the Maharaj ChuttruputteCj a 
sovereignty (raj) has been conferred upon him, which should be enjoyed 
constantly (sudodit) by the Maharaj Chuttniputtee, his offspring, 

heirs, and representatives.”* As to this, 
Wans, wn Eaim represent that, as this State 

(raj) was bestowed by the great libera- 
lity (odarutve) of the British Government, we feel assured that there 
wiU be no failure (Autur) on the part of the British Government to 
continue it hereafter. We have now been indisposed and are very 
seriously ill, and having no legitimate male issue, it is therefore our 
anxious desire to adopt a son : the Bhonslay families are as follows ; — 


1 The Khauwuteekur family. 

1 „ Jinteekur „ 

1 „ Koraleckur „ 

1 „ Moongeekur „ 

1 „ Sbedgamkur „ 

1 „ Ohundawurkur (Tanjoro). 

1 „ Oodhutkur „ 

1 „ Kulluskur „ 

1 „ Bhambooreeloir „ 

1 „ Munjoorkur „ 

1 „ Ban Sendreekur „ 

11 

Whatever child from the above-mentioned eleven families may be 
best will be selected and adopted : the nuptials of the Kurveerkurs 
(Rajahs of Kolapoor) have been celebrated; th^ have allied themselves 
with families with which it is not our custom to ally ourselves ; we have 
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heard that the late Ex-Rajahj Prutap Singh i\raharai, had adopted a hoy, 
the Fon horn to the late Bnhvnnt Row Bhonslay "VVavcclvur, on the road 
to Benares. As to this, that ho}’ was not adopted hy the advice of the 
British Government nor hy that of this Government; consequent!}’’, that 
hoy cannot ho received here; wherefore, if that hoy, or any person on his 
hehalf, should make claim, it .should not he admitted hy the British 
Government : the mcmhcr.s of our family cannot remain under that hoy, 
and it will .also ho ditlicult for them to preserve even their lives ; for 
these reasons the aforesaid two hoys cannot he ialccn. It is therefore 
requasted that the British Government, with a view to maintein 
the name of the throne and race of the late Seov.ajee IMaharaj and 
Shahoo !Maharaj, may give its advice for the adoption of a son as 
speedily .as possible ; we have placed all oiir reli.ancc from the first on the 
British Govcniment and will do so for the future. The Resident, after 
taking into his consideration the nature of our continual friendship with 
the British Government, .should write to the Ilonorahle the Governor, 
and kindly iise his titmost exertions to procure Ilis Excellency’s consent 
and then favor us with his advice for the adoption of a son ; hy so 
doing the renown of the Ilonorahle the Governor and the Resident 
for preserving this State will continue for many d.ays. It is therefore 
solicited that arrangements should he made to send a reply to the above 
memorandum as soon .ns possible. Owing to our serious illness the 
Re.ridcnt visited us .nt the Palace on the 1st April to enquire after our 
health, when a conversation jj.nssed with him in regard to the atfairs 
of this State: a yad regarding the same, containing eleven paragraphs, 
accompanies this, from which the matters will he known ; let it he done 
accordingly.. 

Dated 27th Ruhecl Akhur, corresponding with 2jid April 1848. 
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Copy of n translation of a memorandum from Shajek M.\itAnAj CnurranrurcEE 
(His nigbness tbo Rajah of Sattara), dated the 2nd April 1815, 

In consequence of our very serious illness, the Resident, Mr. Frore, 
having, on the morning of the let April ISIS, at 7 o’clock, paid a 
visit to us at the Palace in order to enquire after our hc:ilth, and having 
heard and undemtood our present circumstances, he desired that we 
should state what it was on our (the ^laharajah’s) mind j whereupon we 
stated to him personally to the follounng etl’oct ; — 

3, Tlio British Government, in consideration of our family 
('^khandan”) being a very ancient one, having bestowed (on us) a so- 
vereignty (raj), gave (us) a Treaty, in which it is stated that the 
^•■IMaharaj Chuttruputtcc, his descendants, heirs, and representatives 
(Purjund, wu Maris, wu Kaim ^lukam) should alwaj’s (sudodit) enjoy 
the raj.” I am now very seriously ill; I have no legitimate male 
issue (Poteepootr Suntaun) ; it is therefore desirable that a reply should 
speedily be returned to the yad tninsmitted to the British Government, 
under date the Snd April ISIS, No.oGt, regarding the adoption of a son 
{to succeed) to the Gov'crnment of the State. In the event of any delay 
taking place in the receipt of an jlnswcr, and it should be found that there 
is no trusting to my recovery, a boy from the Bhonslay familicsmentioned 
in the yad will be adopted •, and in case, from any reason, a son should not 
bo adopted in person by the Sirkar (His Highness), a son \vill be adopted 
after me by the elder Ranee, in whose name let the British Government 
conclude a Treaty as before, and continue their frieudship on the same 
footing as it existed heretofore : in this w'ill be shoum the renown and 
kindness of the British Government. 

2. All servants should act under orders of the heir that may be 
appointed, and the names of the Officers and the duties to be required 
by him from each will be stated in a separate yad, as written in the 6th 
2 )aragraph; they arc to teach the adopted son to conduct himself well. 
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to give liim sound advice and counsel, and to manage the affairs con- 
nected with the Raj, under his orders, with honesty and fidelity accord- 
ing to the Regulations ; hut till the adopted son has attained full age to 
undertake the management of affairs, the Resident should take the 
Government Officers nominated in a separate yad under him, and con- 
tinue to administer the affairs of the State (Dowlut) ; and as soon as the 
adopted son shall have attained full age to be able to undertake the 
management of affairs, he should he vested with the powers to adminis- 
ter the affairs of the State in order that he may manage the Raj on 
his own authority. 

3. Estimates (Behra) of the Nemnooks for the expenses of the three 
Ranees udll he made and given to the Resident ; they should accordingly 
each manage their respective expenses under their own orders, by which 
no difficulty will be experienced, and the Officers and other servants 
who are nominated should be required by them (the Ranees) to conduct 
their duties in conformity wdth the Government Regulations, and those 
who will not act according to orders should he reported to the Resident, 
and the requisite steps should be taken to settle regarding them. 

4. The jewels, silver and other vessels, and all other articles and 
property, gardens, grazing-grounds, and buildings, which are to belong to 
the adopted son and the three Ranees, as also a village now held by the 
elder Ranee beyond the estimated amount (Behra) of her expenses, and two 
villages which ai’e to he settled in a similar manner on the second and 
third Ranees, will he granted, and sealed yads of the same, including 
the jewels, &c., will he prepared, in accordance with which they should 
each of them hold them respectively. 

5. The mother of Bulwunt Rao Bhonslay Punt Raj Adnjm died 
while he was very young, whereupon his fixther represented that he was 
unable to jirotect and rear up the child, and made him over to this Sirbar 
while under one year of age ■, whereupon His Highness, always keeping 
him in his own presence, reared him up and made a pet of him, and 
conferred on him the title of “ Raj Adnya^^ to give him rank and such 
allowance (Nemnook) as may he granted him for his maintenance 
under the advice of the British Government; the same should he con- 
tinued to him without stoppage (ueeruntur). A village will he 
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granted in inain to liim, and also a garden, a grazing-ground, and 
the management of the Somwar Peith, with the income derivable 
from it, have been assigned and granted to him, which shall be enjoyed 
by him- hereditarily ; and in case the Officei's and other persons 
nominated for his service should not act according to his orders, he is 
himself to dismiss or employ them. No- protection should be given 
to his people by the members of His Highness's family, in order that the 
people may act in accordance with the Raj Adnya's orders. A sealed 
list of the jewels, vessels, &c., given as presents by the Sirkar (His High- 
ness) to the Raj Adnya, will be made out and given ; he should enjoy 
them accordingly. If any difficulty be made by the members of His 
Highness's family regarding the aforesaid gifts, the Raj Adnya will 
report the same to the Resident, and the requisite measures should be 
taken to arrange the matter. 

6. The names of the persons to be employed, and the business 
to be entrusted to their hands by the adopted son, will be entered in 
a separate yad ; they should be required to perform their duties 
.accordingly. 

7. Should the Offieers of State begin to disagree among themselves 
and to receive bribes in the transaction of business, on this becoming 
known, either direct or through the members of our family, to the 
Resident, he should institute an enquiry into the case in presence of the 
adopted son, and inflict punishments proportioned to the guilt which 
may be substantiated j and' if . he (the Resident) thinks proper, at the 
intercession of orir family, to forgive the offence once, with reference 
to the personal character of the offender, he will do so. 

8. A yad will be drawn out of Officers of the State, including those 
of the troops and the Mankurrees and those of the Officers of the private 
Establishment and followers and serv.ants who were (favorably treated 
hitherto by the Sirkar (His Highness), and, as stated therein, the 
allowances of such parties should be continued. 

9. The late Bhagoo Ghatgee was employed in the service of the 
Sirkar (His Highness) ; she died by poison. She made a request whilst on 
her death-bed, stating that “there were her mothei", Rumma Baee, sister, 
Ooma, two brothers, and their two wives, and that these members of 
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lier family bIiouM be maintained and protected by tbe Sirkar (His 
Highness). As to tliisj Baghoo rendered faitlifnl services to the Sirkar, 
and both her brothers also, after having faithfullj'’ served the Govern- 
ment, died, and Ooma has also served honestly from the time of Baghoo, 
in consideration of which the above-mentioned members of that family 
have been protected. A Behra (Estimate) for their expenses will be 
made and granted, in accordance with which their allowances should be 
continued, and a village, .a Koorun (grazing-ground) and a garden will 
be granted in inam j and certain jewels, vessels, and other articles have 
been given, of which a sealed yad will be made out ; the Ghatgee should 
accordingly enjoy the above without interruption. If our own familji- 
{“ Khassa Mundullee^’) should make any attempt to get back any of 
these gifts, or should the attendants transferred to their service 
misbehave, they are themselves at liberty each to dismiss or employ her 
own peo23le ; those people should not be protected by our family (the 
“Khassa Mundullee”), and if they shoidd be, then Ghatgee shall 
communicate the matter to the ,R«isident, and orders should be given 
that the same should be arranged. 

10. Ballajee Narrain Nattoo was employed by this Government 
during the time of the late Resident, Colonel Ovans, at which time he 
w'as on bad terms with oui’ family (Mundullee) : Colonel Ovans then sent 
a message by Nattoo to the Sirkar (His Highness) that no person 
should act as intermediate Agent between him and the Maharaj 
Sirkar j all matters connected with business should be communicated 
personallj'-, whereupon Nattoo was removed from his OflBce ; it is therefore 
desirable that he should not be permitted again to interfere in the affairs 
of the Sattara State. 

11. Eshwunt Trimbuck and Surruswuttee : these two persons, 
though in the service of this Government, have conducted themselves 
unfaithfullj’- towards us, in consequence of which suspicion they have 
been placed in confinement ; they should accordingly be kept in custody 
until the investigation of the case can take place. The Resident should 
bring them to trial, and, if they be convicted of the crime of murder, the 
punishment awarded for the crime of murder should be inflicted accord- 
ing to the Regulations ; should they not be convicted of murder, both 
pai-ties, together with their families, should be forbidden to remain in the 
limits of this country, and no petitions that may be made on behalf 
of either to the British Government should be comjilied with. 
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12. In all eleven jinrn^raphs liavo been written^ according to 
wliicli it slionld be done. Dated 27th llubeel Alchnr^ corresponding 
with 2nd April 1 SIS, 


Treaty between the JTon’bIc .Bast India Company and Ilm JlroirxEss Snunenex 
SLvii.ui.vJ SitAJKr. IIaji’.y, ChnLtrnputlco of Sattara, concltulcd at Satlara on 
tho4th September IS.ID, i)y Lii;i;T/;.VAXT-G'or.ON}:r. Ovxys, Kosident at Sattara, 
on Ibo part of the ITon'ldo Hast India Companj', and by Ksiiwx'.nt Hao 
Tjiimiiucic on tlio part of Sir.uia; ItAJcr, ChnttiTiputtco, by virtue of full 
power.? from their re.spectivc Govoniinents. 

AuTici.r, 1st. 

Amj Article.s of the Treaty of Sattar.a, dated the 25th of September 
ISlOj which are not abrogated or modified by the ])rescnt supplemental 
Treaty, are hereby confirmed. 


Aiiticlt: 2nd. 

It is hereby explicitly declared that the Ilajah has no present or 
prospective title or claim to any territory .situated beyond the boundaries 
of the Sattara State, as the same are laid down in the Schedule, dated 
the 29th of I\rarch 1S2G, annexed to the aforesaid Treaty, as follows: — 
“ Tlie frontier extends from the Kisna and AVarim, on the south, to the 
Ncera and llecnia, on the north, and from the ’Western Ghauts or 
Siyadree Hills, on the west, to the Districts of Pundurpoor and Beejapoor, 
on the east.” 


Copy of a Minute on letters from tbcKcsidcnt at Sattara, — (j1Ios.31 and 33, dated 

tbo 6tb and 7tb April 1818.) 

I HAATG informed the Kesident that I have no other instruction to 
convey than those given to him by me personally in anticipation of the 
BajaVs demise. 

2. I have also told him that I learn from these Beports, and 
especially from the-lltli and 12th paragraphs of that of the 6tli instant, 
that he is conforming exactly to my instructions, and that the Chiefs, 
Ministers, and widows of the late Bajah, seem to he perfectly satisfied to 
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abide by the arrangemeuls wliicli he has aecordingdy adopted for con- 
ducting the Government of the Sattara Territory pending t]ie deter- 
mination of the question of succession. 

8. The unhesitating manner in ivhich all the members of the 
Court, on the Resident’s explanation, recognized at once the propriety of 
the Resident’s abstaining from acknowledging the child who, a few hours 
before, had been adopted with all ceremony by their dying Rajah in their 
presence, and the cordiality with which all persons appear to be carrying 
on their appointed duties under the Resident’s superintendence and 
directions, atlbrd testimony, as I have informed him, to the weight and 
estimation which his conduct of the duties of British representative 
at Sattara has acquired for his counsel. 

4<. I have requested the Resident to express, on the part of the 
Government, to Dr. Slurray the approbation ndth which liis proceed- 
ings on the day of the Rajah’s demise are viewed; he evinced great 
judgment in a position of difiicidty and considerable delicac 3 % 

5. As for the due discharge of his present laborious duties, it will 
be indispensable for a time that the Resident should have near him some 
Assistant whom he can employ at all hours, and confidentially I authorized 
him to request the Officer Commauding at Sattara to allow him to 
select any qualified J’^oung man whose services he could temporarily 
dispense with ; the Resident has accordingl 3 >- selected Lieutenant 
H. R. Sanford, of the Artillery, and His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief informs me that he has no objection to offer to the arrangement. 

6. A further iMinute will contain the remarks I have to make 
regarding the measures to be taken consequent on the adoption. 


Copy of a letter from A. !RLvlet, Esq., Chief Seci-etaiy to Government of 
Bombay, to H. M. Eleiox, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, — 
(Ro. 7G-1GS9, dated the 2oth April ISIS.) 

In continuation of my letter, dated the 19th instant, No. 70, I am 
directed by the Hon’ble the Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
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submission to tlie Bight Honorable the Governor General of India in 
Gouncilj .copy of a further communication from the Resident at Sattara, 
dated the 12th instant. No. 34-, reporting the particulars of a conference 
which he had with the principal Officers of the Sattara State, together 
with a copy of my reply thereto, of this date. 


Copy of a letter from H. B. E. FaERE, Esq., Eesident at Sattara, to A. Malet, 
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, — (No. 34, dated the 12th April 1848.) 

I HAVE the honor, in continuation of my letter. No. 31, of the 6th 
instant, to state that, on the afternoon of that day, the parties mentioned 


1. Succaram Bapoojee, Fnrnees Amatye 
(had been for the last 2^ years the only 
person at all in the situation of Minister to 
His Highness who usually transacted all 
business in person). 

2. Ambajee Kajah, Sube Sir Lushknr (he 
appeared for his father, Mama Sahib Sena- 
puttee, maternal uncle to the late RajaJi, 
Mama Sahib, too feeble to leave his house). 

3. Jauram Boeto Scnakurte. 

4. Moodajee Eaje, alias Eowjee Mahadeek 
Bnkshee (the three latter manage all Mili- 
tary affairs under the orders ofthe Senaputtee). 

6. Succaram Bullal, Canare Sicoanees 
(seals all His Highness’s papers). 

G. Cassinauth Eamchunder, Dnfturdar. 

7. Madajee Eamchunder, Naib Moonim. 

8. Chrisnajee Chintamuny, alias Baba- 
goreh, Moonim. 

9. Vittul Gungadhur, Pharke Foujdareo 
Moonim. 

10. Pandoonmg Narain, Acte Moonim (the 
administration of civil and criminal justice 
is under the superintendence of these four 
last named men). 

11. Chimnajee Chintamun, Mahajunee 
Amildar Nazir. 

12. Wassoodeo Chrisna, Mahajunee Chit- 
nese. 

13. Eamchunder Bhewi’am, Patnees. 

14. Hurry Nurseedass, Potdar. ' 

15. Bhikajee, Moreshwup Phatuk (has 
charge of the Hushum or Department of 
Sebnndees). 

IG. Succaram Bullal, Mahajunee (the Kar- 
haree of the Eanees). 

17. Succaram Chitikoo, Neechleechnr (in 
charge of His Highness’s private Treasury). 

18. Gopal Succaram, Canare (has charge of 
the Department of Appeal in Civil Cases). 

19. The Karkoon in charge of the Police of 
the City and other subordinate Officers. 

whose constant desire it was to confori 
the wishes of the British Govci’uraent 


in the margin attended at the 
Residency by appointment; they 
included all who held re.sponsible 
Office as heads of. Departments 
under the late Rajah who were 
then in Sattara and able to come. 

2. After adverting to the 
sorrow which the British Govern- 
ment would feel at the death of 
so faithful an ally and so good 
a sovereign as His Highness, I 
stated in somewhat more detail 
than I had done in speaking to 
the same parties the day before at 
His Highness's Palace the course 
which the British Government 
desired to adopt pending a deci- 
sion of the questions relating to 
the disposal of the sovereignty, 
which had so unexpectedly become 
vacant. The Furnavees and Buk- 
shee, who acted as spokesman for 
the rest, said, that they were all old 
and faithful servants of the Rajah, 
a himself to the advice and meet 
; that the 3 >- considered, as he did. 
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ilint evorylhing; routed willi Hint Govcnimont, as roprcsenlcd by llio 
Ixesidcnt, beyond whom llic}' know of no anthorUy in India or England; 
Hint (boy wonid all serve as Ibongb (bo Alabarajab were s(ill alive; alid 
trnst (o (be llcsidonf so (o s(a(e (bcir case as (o get (be consent of 
(Government (o (be last ae( of llis Iligbncss, on wbicb depended tbc 
bread of so many (bousands wbo bad been fed in (bat place by the Eajab 
attd bis predecessors for bnndrcds of years. 

I (ben reeomUod (o (hem a( greater lengtb (be reasons wbicb pre- 
vented my rc(“ognix,ing any adoption, or ]dedging myself to tbc coarse 
Government might see fit (o jiursnc, till 1 received its ordei's; (bey 
stated (bey were (piito content to leave tbe matter to (be decision of 
(iovormnent, and serve on, as 1 migbt order, in reliance on (be justice 
and liberality of tbe Eritisb (iovernment, and ended by asking ino to 
explain in person to tbc elder Itanee wbat 1 bad just stated to tbem. 

•1. 1 accordingly, in tbc evening, accompanied by Dr. !^^urra^', 

followed tbem to tbe Palace, wbere, witbin a room occupied by tbc 
lloozoorias and other members of (lie late Kajabks Court, tbc Banccs 
were se.ited (m tbc ground in tbc Jiianncr usual for mournei's, tbc elder 
a little in front of (be two younger ones, and tbc adopted son on a 
corner of tbc cairpet ; Mama Sabib Senapntteo,, tbe Furnces, Cbitncse, 
and about balf-a-dozen otber Olllccns of superior rank were also present. 

T). After repeating wbat T bad stated to tbe Cbicfs in tbc after- 
noon, tbc elder Ibmec said, sbe trusted entirely to (be Kesident to enable 
ber to (xirry oiit ber bnsbaiuPs last wish as regarded bis adopted son ; 
1 tben told ber yet more distinctly tbe obstaclas to .any recognition of 
tbe act pending tbc rccei])t of orders from tbe Government, wbicb it migbt 
belong before I received, as sbe was probably aware of many conflicting 
cbuTiis, all of wliieb must be weigbed and decided on before Government 
could come to a decision ; tbat ber truest ■ policy was to await tb.at 
decision in patient confidence tbat it would be dicUited by a strict regard 
to justice and tbc interests of ber late busband's subjects, wbicb was 
tbc only .assurance regarding it I could give. 

G. Sbe said sbe w.as quite satisfied to leave tbc matter to Govern- 
ment; tbat tbc only instructions ber husband bad given her were to 
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abide by tlio advice of the British Bcsident, and not to run counter to itj 
though a father or brother should advise her to the contrary. 

7. Ilis Ilighncssj she afterwards told me, was occupied in dictating 
to her a written memorandum of his last wishes in this respect for her 
guidance on the morning of the day he died, when increasing want of 
power to speak prevented *his completing it, 

8. On the 7th I went, accompanied by ^fajor JameSj Captain 
Tliomas, and Dr. I^Iurray, to the Udalut "Warra, in which most of the 
public Ofliccs arc situated; the building is under the charge of Chimna 
Sahib Bhonslay, the grandfather of the boy adopted by llis Highness. 
As already reported, all public Ofliccs had been sc.iled up and placed in 
charge of sentries from Captain Thomases llcgiment. 

9. The Treasury books showed a b.alance in hand of all kinds of 
Bupees 3,00,G25. As it would have occupied a long time to examine the 
whole, a suflicient amount was .'Jct aside for curreut purposes, and the rest 
again sealed up. In this Eslaldishmcnt everything appears to be con- 
ducted on the system laid down by Captain Grant ; not a rupee could 
be paid without an order from His Higlmcss, and all such orders were 
carefully recorded before and after presentation, and had to go through 
several separate Offices. A receipt was always endorsed on the order in 
addition to the entry of payment in the books, so as to increase the 
efficiency of the check, and a daih'- note of the balance in hand was 
always presented to His Highuass. 

10. The Duftui’, or Revenue Department, 'and Chitnese, or Secre- 
tary’s Office, the Haslmm, or Office for Sebundees, a very extensive 
Department, three Courts of the Amceus, and the Foujdaree Establish- 
ment, ndth a prison in which are confined some of the prisoners under 
trial, were all in the same building. On removing the seals from their 
Offices I desired all these functionaries to continue in the discharge of 
their several duties in the same manner as if His Highness had been 
alive, but, pending the decision of Government regarding the course to 
be pursued 'in future, to look for the orders they woidd have received 
from His Highness to the British Resident. 
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11. The same orders were repeated in succession to each public 
Office which was visited. The IChasgee Duftur, close to the old palace, 
is under the personal superintendence of the Furnavees : in it are kept 
the accounts of His Highness’s personal expenses .and of the household, 
of all the Establishments of horses, elephants, camels, &e., &c. Tire hooks 
showed a balance in the Khasgee or Private Treasurv, under date the 4th 
April, of Rupees 5,316-8-3, besides Rupees 27,000, which were then in 
deposit. Rupees 10,000 to be paid to the British Government on account 
of the Ex- Rajah’s pension, and Rupees 17,000 (not 15,000 as stated in 
my letter. No. 31, of the 6th April), which, in compliance with a custom 
not uncommon among persons of wealth in extremity. His Highness 
had ordered to be given in charity as his “ tol ” (weight) to Brahmins, 
who were to pray for his recovery, but which had not been actually dis- 
tributed when he expired. 

12. Besides the Khasgee Duftur, which is, as may be supposed from 
the work to be executed, a very extensive Department, His Highness 
had a really private Treasury in the new palace under the care of Succaram 
Chilko Vechleykui’, a confidential Karkoon of the Khasgee Establishment : 
he stated that the accounts showed a balance of about Rupees 13,633, 
exclusive of a deposit of about Rupees 72,700, of which Rupees 22,700 
was claimed by Ooraa Baee Ghatkey, a person on His Highness’s Estab- 
lishment, as belonging to her. There being no time to examine this 
Treasury, nor any immediate necessity, as in the case of the public 
Offices, for settling any Establishment to work, the whole was sealed up ; 
and the same was afterwards done with the records relating to them, 
which, the Karkoon stated, were not very full, as His Highness usually 
himself put in and took out the money, and trusted more to his own 
memory than to any regular accounts. 

13. The jewel and plate room, in which the seals were also kept, 
and the cloth room, in which a large quantity of valuable clothes v'^ere 
accumulated, were under the charge of Bawembhow, Jemadar : they 
were re-sealed, as no immediate necessity existed for opening them ; and 
the same was done with regard to the Armoury (Jaraitkhana), in which 
there was some valuable property in charge of a separate Officer, with 
an Establishment of smiths and other workmen, &c., under him. 

14. A similar course was next day adopted at the request of the 
elder Ranee with regard to the two rooms, in one of which the clothes 

2 P 
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jowcl!! f<i jukI llio Uvn }Viutifji'r Ilnnoc-'-E wr<> 

wltilc in tin; otlu'r wrn* plmn-d thw-’ whioli Jlix Hii'hne':?.- ha'l 
/xivt;ii flic " ll.'ij Atin^vn," in roniplinii!;*? v.jth IIw 

•lying wi'ih, iOio Imtl tala-n juhI'T In'r j>rr>t('<Etl<>ii. 

15. For >!'iino limt' to ronio ftho Mid it uvmld lio impo-.-ildo filio 
idioiild liorrifir look to tlia!-* inutlfr,*! jw Hi*! ni'jlin<-" f did, ntid tlioiigli 
slio lind ovory ootilidonw in tin' I'rr-fon'. to ulio'o rlmrg.’ tin' jirojiv’rty 
wTi't fiilnistoil, it Wii'i only kiir to thom nt litirh a motn-.-nt to tab? 
ovt'ry pn'caution wliioli v.rui!d cirnirt* tln’in £!g.ttn''.l cvoa a junpicion of 
nliioK’ <d* tnist. 

1(1. In (dl tli!‘.«? vrry j»irf'vt .irwuo.^int.-ntH Momfd to have 

liron nnido nnd wry rogidar rir^ordfl kopt l.y lli-? order: 

tlicni wore a vni-'i nmnb'r of |t:T!>on.. employe 1, l»it caeli kad kb distinct 
regular duty. Lists, witk e.ml pri<->.‘, nr ti'-ket.-i .attacked to the 

iirtiidtN, wen' in inont case;: forlkiaunlng, and frndi Uam'eV. property w.ns 
kept scpar.ite during tke last (wo days. M’itk tke kelp of Major Jami's 
and Captain 'riioinas- exnet inventories have keen ni;nlc ont, wliiek, when 
coinplotedj will he made over to the U-ances, witk tke keys of tka r*>jm 
in wkiek their own property i-i depa-iitesl • and the same v.'ill ko done 
with regard to the Haj Adnyab property, the keys and lists of which, when 
conipleto, T pnrjiose making over to him in jiresenee of tin? elder Itnnec: 
without some prec.aution of this kind there would, I ajiprehend, have 
keen hereafter endles-f disputes ahout the property. 

17. For n similar reason seals wore placed on two rooms in the 
house of Ooma Ikiee Glmlkcy, in which, it was stated, Ilis Highness 
occasionally kept money and jiroperty ludonging to him. 

IS. I have dirooted the Fnrnavces, who was the only person ahout 
Ilis Highness nt all in the position of a Ztlinisler, to liave all papers 
which wonld have omanated from His Highness himself prepared for my 
signature by the same jinrties ami with exactly the same Ibrnialities ns 
in His Highness's time, the address keing merely changed where any 
address was usual from His IHghncss’s titles to the Court of Sattara 
(Rajmundel Hoozoor, Sattara), and my signature being added to all 
orders to Mamlutdars, fkc., which it was not nsnal for Ilis Highness to 
see; the course of business in His Mighnosv-’s life-time having been 
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for each head of a Department to enter the substance of all Reports in the 
journal of that Department, and take from His Hig’hness’s dictation a 
note of the answer to he given, which was sealed h}’- way of authentica- 
tion on the journal itself, and the answer drafted from it sealed and sent 
without further reference to Plis Highness, though the sealing was 
alwa 3 's done in his presence. 

19. As far as I can judge, all seems likely to go on perfectl}' quietly 
pending the receipt of orders from Government as to the Administration 
hereafter j hut it is right I should inform Government that very great 
anxiety exists among all classes about the town as to the future ; and 
no act is so trifling hut that I hear it has been interpreted in various 
Avays, favorable or unfavorable to the continuance of the State, according 
to the hopes or fears of the party. Government will not be surprised 
at this Avhen it is considered that the bread of almost every one in and 
about the city depends more or less on the decision : besides the holders 
of jagheers, enams, &c., who maj-- feel more or less secure according to 
the tenure on which they hold their possessions, there are at least 10,000 
individuals directly/ supported by salaries from the Court, and most of 
these have probably manj’' persons dependent on them for subsistence. On 
the expenditure of such Government servants mainly’- depends the trade 
of the city, and there are few of the cultivating classes even throughout 
the territory to whom the extinction of the d^masty of Sivajee would be 
matter of indifference ; most of these near Sattara and all the more 
respectable families at a distance have some relative in some situation or 
other in His Highness’s service, and all for many miles round participate 
more or less in the benefit of the expenditure caused b^'^ the Durbar. 


Copy of a letter from A. Malet, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bomb.ay, 
to H. B. E. Fkeee, Esq., Eesident at Sattara, — (No. 1688, dated the 25th 
April 1848.) 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of j'our letter, dated the 
12th instant. No. 34, detailing the particulars of a conference jmu had 
w'ith the principal OfScers of the Sattara State, and to inform jmu that 
the Hon’ble the Governor in Council approves of the proceedings therein 
reported. 
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Cojiy of ft Jultor from II. 3^1. Ki.mot, Khq., Scoret.'iry to Government ol India, to 
tlin Gliief fiecrctary to Govcniment of Bonibaj-, — (No. 1110, dated Fort 
\ViUit\m, the GUi May 1HI!I.) 

I H.wn the Iioiior <o nolcnowledgo t!ic rcooipl of yonr loUcn?j dated 
10th and Snth ultimo, Nos. 70and 76, with lhcircnflo3urcs,on tho .Tfihir.s 
of the lute Riijah of Sattara. 

2. Ill reply, I am directed to intimate that the Governor Gencnil 
in Council eoncurs with Ilis Honor the Governor in Council of 
Bomhay in the c.vprcssion of full npprohation of the measure? taken by 
the llcsidcnt at Sattani and of .satisfaction at the y>nKlence and discretion 
displayed by Dr. Murray in the diflieult jiosition in which lie w.a5 
placed. 


.'i. Tho Governor Gcnenil in Council will not issue in.stniction? 
regarding tho State of Sallara until the receipt of the further Ileport 
o.viioclod from you, when the subject sh.all be taiccn into consideration 
and the opinion of Ilis Lord.?hip in Council conveyed to you without 
dclaj’. In the mean time, however, the Governor General in Council lia.s 
instructed me to state that the administration of the territory should be 
continued under the direct control of the Ilcpidcnt ns now amingctl, and 
that care should bn taken not to give an}' encouragement to the e.xpecta- 
tions that the adoption of the boy by the late llajah will bo confirmed 
by the Ilon’lile Court. 


Copy of a letter from A. TilALF.T, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government of Bomba}-, 
to n. 5L Eu.ioT, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, — (No. 7r*72t), 
dated the 27th April ISIS.) 

In continuation of my letter. No. 76, of the 25th inst.ant, I .am 
directed by tho HoiFble tho Governor in Council to transmit to you, for 
submission to the Right Hon’ble the Governor Genenal of India in 
Council, copy of a memornndura containing a brief narrative of the 
Sattara Raj, drawn up by ]Mr. Frcrc, the Resident at that place. 
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Memorandum regarding the Bhonslays of Safctara. 

The heroic genealogy of this house is traced through the Ranas 
of Oodeypoor and Chittore to the Sissoday 

Wa^rtL?Yol.£'pa7c2a conquered and slain hy 

Salivahaiij whose era commences a. d. 77-7S. 

The onlj’- historical value of the legends on this subject seems to be 
to corroborate other proofs that the Rhonslays, like most of the old 
Mahratta families, had pretensions to a Rajpoot origin. 

They appear to have been a family of considerable influence pre- 
„ . Vi- vious to the time of Kelloiee, the great-ffrand- 

lather or Sivajeo : there are still existing four 
acknowledged branches, which had separated from the main stem before 
Kellojee’s time, and who had then acquired separate Patelships in the 
Deccan, which their descendants still hold: these arc the families of 
Koral, Raniboorec, Munjoor, and Ban Sendree. 


Grant DnDf, Vol. I., pages 
379 and 519 and note. 


The Bhonslays of Deor, near Satt.ar.i, who are said originally to 
have come from Hingumburdee, near Poona, 
and from whom the Rajahs of Nagpore are 
descended, are generally supposed to have been 
connected with the Sattara house, but the relationship has never been 
established. 

The authentic records of the Sattara house commence with 

I. — Kcllojcc; he is s.aidto have lived at Verole (EUora), near Dow- 

lutabad : Captain Grant Duff calls him Babjee, 
llud, pngo 88. •which may have been his nickname. The Sat- 

lara and Tanjorc pedigrees and the popular Mahratta '^Buckers,"' or 
Chronicles, agree in calling him Kellojee. 

II. ~Mallojee must have been by birth a man of some conse- 
Granfc Daff, Vol. I., page quence, as he was Commander of a party of his 

89. own Horse when entertained as a youth by 

Mortiza Nizam Shah. He was patronized by Lokhjee Jadhon, at that 
time the most powerful Hindoo Chief in the Deccan, and managed to 
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many his son to Lokhjee’s daughter by a stratagem described by Grant 
DulFj Volume I., page 90. He built the great tank at Mahadeo, near 
Phultun, which must have cost many lakhs of Rupees ; and before his 
death had a command of 5^000 Horse, the title of “ Rajah” from the 
Kings of Ahmednuggnr, and was placed in charge of the important 
Forts of Sewnere, with the Poona and Soopa Pergunnahs in jagheer. 
His marriage too with the sister of Wungojoe, or Jugpal Rao, Naik 
Nimbalkur of Phultun, one of the most distinguished Mahratta Chief- 
tains of his day, is evidence that Mallojee's family was already considered 
not only respectable, but of some consequence in the Deccan. 


Ibid, page 97. 


Ibid, page 103. 


III . — Sliahjee succeeded his father in his jagheers and distinguished 
himself in a great battle between the Troops 
of the King of Ahmednuggur, under MuUick 
Umber, and the Imperial Mogul Army, a. d. 1620. Finding the 

Ahmednuggur power on the wane, he transferred 
his allegiance to the Emperor, received a com- 
mand of 6,000 Horse with- additional jagheers, about a. d. 1629 ; 
but, disgusted by the treatment he received from the Imperial Court, 
he went over to the King of Beejapoor, a. d. 1632, and, after doing 
that State good service, assumed the regency of the Ahmednuggur 
Kingdom during the minority of one of the last of its Princes. 


Ibid, page 116. 


In 1636 he was of sufficient importance to have on his account 
a special Article inserted in a Treaty of Peace between the Emperor of 
Delhi and King of Beejapoor, by which they divided the Ahmednuggur 
Territory between them. Shahjee was, by this Article, promised pardon 

if he submitted, but declared the common enemy 
of both the Emperor and King should he refuse 
compliance: he chose the former alternative, A. n. 1637, and was allowed 
to place himself in the service of the King of Beejapoor. 

He appears to have greatly distinguished himself in the settlement 
of the districts which Beejapoor acquired by 
Ibid, pa^o 1-1. Treaty, and was shortly after sent as 2nd 

in command of an army for the invasion of the Carnatic, where the 
jagheers he acquired as his own share of the country he subdued formed 
the foundation of the Kingdom of Tanjore. 
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Ihid, page 143. 


The rebellion of his son, the famous Sivajee, was supposed to have 
taken place with his connivance, and in 1649 
he was seized by treachery in the midst of his 
Carnatic conquests, sent prisoner to Beejapoor, and there threatened with 
being built up alive in a cell unless his son submitted. 


This Sivajee offered to do, making good terms for himself and 
obtaining his parentis enlargement from close custody, though he was 
still kept under surveillance at Beejapoor, till the increase of disturbances 
in the Carnatic induced the King to release him and send him thither 
(a. d. 1653). In the course of these operations he lost his son, Sumbajee, 
killed before Kainkgeree, but appears to have more than regained 
the ground which had been lost during his absence. In 1663 he re- 
turned to Beejapoor, mediated between the Government and his son, 
Sivajee, ivho was then again in rebellion, and after a visit to him 
among the Ghauts, induced him to submit, returned to Beejapoor, and 
died near Bednoor from a fall out hunting,'A. d. 1664, leaving Sivajee 
holder of far more than he himself had inherited near the Western 
Ghauts in the Mahratta Country, and his other son, Venkajee, in pos- 
session of the large jagheers he liad himself acquired about Tanjore and 
in the Carnatic, in which he had been confirmed by the King of Bee- 
japoor. 

With regard to his \vives the pedigree follows Grant Duff, The 
Sattara reeoi’ds state that Shahjee’s second wife, the mother of Venkajee 
and ancestress of the Tanjore house, was of the family of Ghatgey. 


IV. — Sivajee, born in the Fort of Sewnere, May 1637, and brought 
pp chiefly b}'- his mother. His first act in 
setting up for himself was the seizure of the 
1646, but he managed to lull the suspicions of 
the Beejapoor Government : for some years sub- 
sequent, and a year or two after, on the death 
of the Manager of his father's jagheer, he took it into his own hands • 
his father was then in the Carnatic, and, as he stated, quite ignorant of 
his son's proceedings. 


Ihid, 122. 

hill fort of Torna, A. D 
Ihid, 131, 


He had become master of the greater part of the strong country 
between Joonere and Kolapoor before the alarm of the Beejapoor Go- 
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vernmenl; was fully excited, and his father was seized (IGl 9) with a view 
to coerce his son. 

By mnlcing interest with the Emperor, Shah Jehan, Siv.njce managed 
to procure his fat.hcr’s release without sacrificing many of tlie solid 
advantages he had acquired. 

Erom this time till Aurungzehc had completed his usurpation and 
settled himself in his kingdom Siv.ajee appears to have been very 
impartial in his encroachments at one time on Beejapoor, at another on 
the Imperial Districts of Jooncre, Nnggnr, &c., yet carefully avoiding 
an irrcparahle breach with cither Power, following up the most aiidaeions 
acts of plunder with apologies and applications for pardon, and profiting 
by the je.alousy of both parties, making each believe that he was likely 
to prove .an useful auxiliary against the other. In this w.ay he extended 
his possessions, amassed vast riches, and accustomed the people to look 
on him as their head in what they began to regard as an established 
national system of plundering their Mahomedaii rulers. 

At length, 1G59, the Beejapoor Government became sensible of the 
necessity of subduing him ; and an .army was sent against him under Afzool 
Khan, whom Sivajee enticed to an interview near Pert.abgurh, and there 
treacherously murdered him with a “ Wagnuck” and defeated his troops. 

He was now in open rebellion, and another larger Force w.as sent 
against him ; but the Beejapoor Government avas threatened in other 
quarters, and after two campaigns, in which he was on the whole a gainer, 
he was reconciled to the Beejapoor Government probably by the instru- 
mentality of his fathei’, and continued ostensibly on good terms with 
them till his father’s death. 

Sivajee then turned his arms northwards agiiinst the Imperial Dis- 
tricts, and advanced as far as Surat, which ho plundered (January 5th 
1GG4<), and, on his return to Kaigurh, heai-ing of the death of his 
father, assumed the title of Ilaj.ah and coined money in his own name. 

This act and the plunder of some Mecca pilgrims at length aroused 
Aurungzebe, who sent ag.ainst Siv.ajee a strong 
Force under his two best Generals, Jey Singh and 


1GG5. 
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Delare Khan ; thc}* at last reduced Sivajee to the nccossitj^ of making 
his submission to the Empcroi'j ivho thereupon confirmed him ia a 
considerable part of his possessions as jaghecr. 

He then assisted Aurungzebe’s Forces against Beejapoor, and in 
jgQg IGGG repaired to Delhi to pay his respects to 

the Emperor. He w'as at first coldly received, 
and ultimately imprisoned, but escaped in a sweetmeat basket, and, 
at the close of the year, reached his stronghold at Raigurh in safety. 

In the course of the two following years he recovered much of the 
ground he had lost, partly’ by force and par tl}’’ by grants from Aurung- 
zebe, which arc only to be explained on tlie supposition that he wished 
again to conciliate Sivajee and draw him into his power. 

Two 3 *ears more were spent chiefl}’ in arranging the internal govern- 
ment of his acquisitions, and in 1670 Sivajee was again in open 
rebellion, recovered those hill forts which the Emperor had retained in 
his own hands as a check on the Mahrattas ; and, a second time turning 
northward, plundered Surat, and in that and the following 3 'ear laid 
the Northern Concan and Kandeish under contribution, while his ravages 
eastward extended as far as Golconda. 

In 1673 he pressed the now tottering State of Beejapoor, and 
after a series of successes he formall}’’ declared 
his independence, assumed the ensigns of royalt}'^, 
and had himself enthroned at Raigurh on the Gth June 1671, which 
thenceforward was to constitute the commencement of his new era. 

In 1675 the Jlahrattas for the first time crossed the Nerbudda, 
and during a severe illness at Sattara in 1670, Sivajee planned the most 
extensive of his expeditions into the Carnatic, which he executed during 
the two succeeding years ; and having just completed an Agreement, 
whereby he was to receive, as the price of alliance with Beejapoor, 
the cession of the sovereignty over his father’s and his own acquisitions 
in the Carnatic, he was taken ill and died at Raigurh on the 5th 
April 1680. 
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Tlie Sattara records state that Suhyee Baee, Sivajee’s first wife, was 

Volume L, page 122. Mohitey. The pedigree follows 

Grant Duff in making her of the family of Nira- 
, tt balbur. The cause of this and of several other 

discrepancies is thus stated by Grant Duff: — 


During the time of Ballajee Bajee Row it had been artfully con- 
trived that there were only a few families, old, but of no power, ivith 
whom the Rajah of the Mahrattas could intermarry. To this day the 
Rajah of Sattara would think himself degraded by a marriage with 
the daughter of Nimbalkur and of Jadow, although from them Siva- 
jee was descended in the maternal line. This artifice, which may have 
been managed by bribing the Oopadeas and Shastrees, explains the 
reason why it is scarcely known that Sheo was married, in Aurungzebe's 
Camp, to a daughter of Scindiah, of Kunneir Kheir. 


“ Records of facts, except receipts and accounts in their own favor, 
would often have proved inconvenient to faithless, shifting, time-serving. 
Brahmins; but it is not improbable that their prejudice against all other 
historical records may originate in causes of very remote date connected 
with the foundation of their religious institutions.^^ 

V . — VenJcajee was always employed with his father, Shahjee, in the 
Carnatic, and accompanied him on his visit to Sivajee among the 

Ghauts in 1662 ; after which he seems to have 
pag^81.^°^’ returned to the Carnatic, where he was when 

Sivajee overran it in 1677. In this expedi- 
tion one of Sivajee’s professed objects was to claim his share of his 
father’s property from his half-brother, Venkajee: the latter was at 
first prepared to resist by force, but ultimately visited his brother ; he, 
however, denied the right of the latter to any share in their property in 
the Carnatic. Sivajee at one time contemplated confining him till 
he gave up half the jagheers and personal property, but ultimately 
gave up the idea as " inconsistent with his own character as a brother 
and a prince,” and allowed Venkajee to return to Tanjore; he, however, 
overran and laid under contribution all the jagheers which his father 
had held in Mysore. At this time Sivajee grounded his claim to half 
his father’s property in the Carnatic on the assertion that it was not 
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mere (ernloiy, but hi? iiibcritance (Wnitun), which ho was in lionor 
bound not lo abandon. , 


In 1(17S, after Sivajee had returned northw.ards, Venkajee attacked 
the troops Ins brother had Iclt in the Carnatic, and w.as repulsed with' 
"rent loss. On heariiif; of this Sivajee wrote him a long and very 
sensible letter, pointing out the folly of discord and the necessity of 
union, and oflbring jicnee on condition of Vcnk.njcc giving up to him 
the whole of their father’s possessions in the Carnatic j ultimately .an 
arningcment was made, wherein' Venkajee agreed to pay down a con- 
siderable sum, to divide (heir father’s jewels, and share the revenue of 
his Carnatic Territory. Sivajee then allowed him to retain Tanjore, and 
g:u‘o him back the Mysore jaghcers. 


Just previous to hisdeath in IGSO Siv.ajce had cx.aclcd from the 
Ileejapoor Government, ns the price of his altiance, the cession of all 
claims of sovereignty over the Carnatic atul Tanjore Districts ; this 
decided supretnacy, thus acquired b^' his brother, so morti/ied Venkiijce, 
that he ncglcelcd his affairs and gave himself up to melancholy, which 

drew from Sivajee a letter full of energy .and 
imjjO -91. good sense,’’ one of the hast he ever dictated. 


On Siv.njec’s death Vcnk.ajcc withheld all share or tribute from his 
nephew, Sumbajee, and in 1GS7 an expedition 
“ ' ’ was planned by the latter to enforce his claims, 

but it seems to have been unsucccssfid. 


From this time there does not appear lo have been much connectiou 
^ kept up between the States of T.anjore and 

l.ngo3 Sattara : the territory of the former is stated to 

have been laid under contribution b}' the Emperor’s Array in 169G, 
from which it may be inlerrcd that Vcnlc.ajce’s son, then on the 
Tanjore musmid, was co-operating with his Sattara countrymen against 
Aurungzebe. 

From the death of Tookajec, Vcnk.njeo’s son, the re.al power of \he 
Stale appears to have been vested in a Mahomedan Ollicer, who com- 
manded the Fort of Tanjore up to about 1741; but of the subsequent 
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history of Tanjore little is to be gleaned from the Sattara recordsj or 
published histories of the Mahratta State. 


VI. — Sumlajee. On Siv.ajee’s submission to the Mogul Emperor, 
Ihkl ‘’09 Sumbajee, then a boy 8 years old, 

was appointed by the Emperor to a hlunsub 
of 5,000 Horse. In 1G79 Sumbajee, who had been pl.iced under res- 
traint by his father on account of some youthful irregularities, fled 
to the Moguls, with whom his father was then engaged in hosti- 
lities, as a partizan of the Beejapoor Government. Helarc Khan, the 
Emperor’s General, proposed to set up Sumb.ajee as head of a party 
in opposition to his father, but the Emperor Aurnngzebe, fearing 
by such measures to strengthen predatory power i n the Deccan, ordered 
him to be sent prisoner to Delhi, but Delarc Khan appears to have 
connived at his escape, and he returned to his father, by whom he 
was restricted to the Fort of Punalla up to the day of Sivajee’s 
death, 5th April IGSO. Soycra Baee, stepmother to Sumb.ajee and 
mother of Eajaram, was, with Sivajee, at the time of his death, in 
the Fort of Raigurh, and laid a plan with Sivajee’s princip.al ^linisters 

to concc.al that event till Surab.ajeo had been 
secured in Punalla, and her own son, Eajaram, 
placed on the throne. The attempt to secure Sumb.njee failed, and 
he prepared to defend himself in Pun.allaj but Eajaram was for- 
mally placed on the throne in May, and affairs were conducted in 
his name ; dissension, however, broke out among his Ministers, and 
Sumbajee, acting with vigour, marched on Eaigui-h and got possession 
of it in June. 


Ihid, page 301. 


He behaved with greiit cruelty to his late opponents, imprisoned 
Eajaram, and put to death Soycra Baee and her principal supporters : 
this act exasperated her powerful relations, and was the cause of fresh 
conspiracies, which were not put down till Sumbajee had executed 
several Officers of note, and, among others,. Aunajee Duttoo PuntSucheo. 

The execution of this man, a Brahmin and gallant supporter of 
Sivajee’s, greatly increased Sumbajee’s unpopularity. From this time, 
while Aurungzebe was making vast preparations for subduing the 
Deccan, and even after he had reduced Beejapoor and Goleond£v, Sumbajee 
did little to oppose his progress j he would occasionally act with vigour 
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and courage, but more often wasted bis strength in ill-concerted ex- 
peditions against the Khan of Jinjeera and the Portuguese. Latterly 
he sunk into habits of gross sensuality, and was ultimately seized, while 
„ . , in a state of intoxication, by a party of Mosul 

Ibid, pago 361. „ , 1 . ^ 

troops at Sungumeshwur, a. d. 1689, and in the 
beginning of August in that year he was publicly tortured and executed 
by Aurungzebe at Tolapoor. 


VII. — Rajaram. His early history has been already narrated. 
On Sumbajee^s death it was resolved by the Chiefs assembled- at 
Kaigurh to declare Rajaram regent during the minority of Sumbajee’s 
son, Sivajee, better known as Shahoo, who not long after was, with his 
mother, taken prisoner by the Moguls. It was impossible at the 
time to oppose the Moguls by force in the field with any chance of 
success, and it was with great difficulty that Rajaram escaped in 
disguise to Jiiijee, in the Carnatic : here he organized a fresh Court, and 

was formally seated on the throne, a. d. 1690. 

Ibvcl, page 3/1, note. circumstance Captain Grant observes-— 

“ Some of the Mahrattas, jealous of the right of the elder branch, do not 
admit that Rajai-am ever sat on the throne; they say he sat on the 
guddee, or cushiver, merely as regent, holding the powers of the State in 
trust for his nephew, Shahoo, then a prisoner in the Mogul Camp.’' 
Meantime Rajaram’s Officers maintained a desultory warfare in the 
Mahratta country. After a proti-acted resistance Jinjee was taken in 
1698, but Rajaram had previously escaped, and, returning to the 
Leccan, plundered Kandeish and Gunghturry; but after an illness 
brought on by over-exertion in one of these expeditions, he -died at 
Singhar, March 1700, a month before the captm-e of Sattara, then 
besieged by Aurungzebe in person. 


VITI . — Tarra Baee, his elder widow, immediately proclaimed her 
own son, Sivajee, and imprisoned her husband’s other widow, Rajis Baee, 
with her son, Sumbajee. She was an active and ambitious woman, and 
was well seconded by numerous able Chiefs, who acted independently 
with the common object of plundering the hloguls. Guzerat, Kandeish, 
Malwa, and Berar were all overrun and laid under contribution, and, as 
the Emperor returned northward, many of the forts he had reduced with 
great difficulty were re-taken by the Mahrattas ; and, after Aurungzebe’s 
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death in 1707^ the only expedient which appeared to his successor 
to hold out a prospect of reducing the Alahrattas to ohcdience was to 
Ihid a 0 410 release Shahoo and promise him a confirmation 

of Sivajec’s kingdom, with extensive additions, 
should he establish his power and remain fiiithful to the Emperor. 


IX. — ShaJioo. Tarra Eace at first treated Shahoo as an impostor, but 
he gradually gained ground and soon established himself at Sattara. 
Here, chiefly by the ability of Eallajcc Wishwanath, the ancestor of the 
Peishwas, he gradually extended his power, and Tarra Eaee having been 
imprisoned at Kolapoor, which she had made her Head Quartens, Shahoo’s 
Generals prosecuted their enterprizes without interruption against the 
distracted empire of the Aloguls. 


On Tarra Pace’s deposition Sumb.ajee, the son of Kajaram by his 
youngest widow, was placed on the throne of 
^sGrant Dnff, Yolnmo II., Kolapoor, 17 12 : after a long reign he died, child- 
less, in 1760, the last of the lineal descendants 
of Sivajee; and two years after his death his widow, leejeo Baec, adopted 
as her husband’s heir. 


X. — Sivajee, the son of Shahjec Bhonslay, Patel of Kanwut, in the 
District of Indapoor, descended from one of the seven sons of Vittojee, 
the granduncle of the great Siv.ajee; the grandson of the boy thus 
adopted is now on the throne of Kolapoor. 

Shahoo, bred up in the indolence of a Afogul Court, was easily per- 
suaded to leave all affairs to his able Minister, and for some years before 
his death was almost in a state of imbecility : just previous to his death 
in 1749 he adopted a son. Ram Rajee, the grandson of Tarra Baec. 
This prince, born after the death of his father in 1713, had been reared 
in such obscurity, that his existence was unknown to all save his grand- 
mother. About the same time Shahoo gave the Peishwa a Deed, bestowing 

on him the whole management of the Alah- 

Grant Dnff, Yolumo II., j-^tta Empire on condition of his maintaining 
page o5. , , ^ ^ ° 

the dignity of the house of Sivajee in the person 
of the grandson of Tai'ra Baee and his descendants. 
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The paper also directed that Kolapoor should always he considered 
Colonel Brigg’s letter to independent sovereignty. As far back 


as 


26th April 1731 a Partition Treaty had been 
executed between tlie two kingdomSj in wliich 
the Warna River was fixed on as the common boundary. 


Government, No. 1, of the 
Ist January 1827. 


XI. — Ram Raja was ill calculated to regain what his adopted 
father had given up. It at one time suited the Peishwas^ policy to throw 
doubts on his legitimacj’’, though the evidence seemsj on the whole^ 
strong in favor of it ; but confinement and an education in obscurity had 
utterly destroyed his spiritj and even the energy of his grandmother 
could make nothing of him as an instrument to head a party. He 
died 12th Decemher 1777, having, a short time before his death, adopted 
Abba Sahib, the son of Trimbuckjee Bhonslay, Patel of Wawee, des- 
cended from Vittojee, great-uncle of Sivajee : this adpoted son was 
formally enthroned under the title of 

XII. — SliaJioo Maliaraj 11. This Prince was always kept a com- 
plete prisoner; lie made a feeble attempt at revolt in 1798, but though 
some of his adherents, headed by his brother, Chutter Singh, made a 
gallant resistance, they were quickly defeated by the Peishwas' troops 
and the Rajah imprisoned with greater severity than before : he died 
a prisoner, and was succeeded by his son. 


Grant Dnff, III., 483. 


XIII. — Rrutal) Singh, who was kei^t a close prisoner by the Peishwa, 
Bajee Row. At the breaking out of the last Mahratta war, Bajee Row 
took particular pains to secure the person of the Rajah, his two brothers, 
and his mother, and gave orders that they should be put to death rather 
than fall into the hands of the British. Sattara having been taken, 

a Manifesto, dated 11th February 1818, was 
published by Mr. Elphinstone in the name 
of the British Government, detailing the causes of the war and 
declaring the determination of the British to take possession of all the 
Mahratta Territory, except a small tract, to be reserved for the Rajah of 
Sattara. The Rajah and his family were captured after the action 
of Ashteh, 20th February ISIS, and on 11th April he was formally 
enthroned by the Commissioner. On the 25th September 1819 a Treaty 
was concluded between the British Government and the Rajah, ceding 
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to him, his heirs and successors, in perpetual sovereignty, the districts he 
has since possessed, binding him to hold his territory in subordinate 
co-operation to the British Government, not to increase nor diminish his 
]\'Iilitary Force without its sanction, and, as a fundamental condition, to 
abstain from all intercourse with persons not his own subjects, except- 
ing through the Resident at his Court; the British Government 
charging itself with defence of his temtory against external aggression. 

Tlie Rajah, having violated this Treatj^, was deposed 1839, and died 
at Benares 1847, leaving no male issue, but one daughter, and having, it 
is said, adopted, a few years before his death, the son of Bulwunt Singh 
Bhonslay, better known as B.alla Sahib Senaputtee, his first cousin 
by birth. 

His next brotlier liaving died, mthout issue, in 1821, the third 
brother, 

XIV. — SJialiJce, alias Appa Sahib, succeeded on his brother’s deposi- 
tion in 1839, and has just died, April 5ih 1848, le.aving no issue, but 
having, previous to his death, adopted Venkut Rao Bhonslay, of the family 
of Shedgaon, descended from one of the seven sons of Vittojee, the gi-eat- 
uncle of Sivajeo, who, through the Wawee branch, was the ancestor, 
by blood, in the same degree, of the Rajah himself. 

(Sd.) II. B. E. Feere, 

Resident at Sattra. 


Copy of a letter from A. JifARnT, Esq., Cliicf Secretary to- Government of 
Bombay, to H. M. Elliot, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, — 
(No. G5-1G5, dated tbe 20tb May 1848.) 


In continuation 


1. Minute by tbe Hon’blo 
tbe (late) Governor, dated 
tbe 12tb April 1818. 

2. Minute by tbe Hon’ble 
Mr. Beid, dated tbe 26th 
April 1818. 

3. Minute by tbe Hon’ble 
Mr. Willoughby, dated tbe 
lltb May 1818. 


of my letters, dated the 7th, 19th, and 25th 
ultimo. Nos. 64, 70, and' 76, I am directed by 
the Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council to 
transmit to you, for submission to the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor General of India in 
Council, copies of the hlinutes recorded, as per 
margin, by the Hon’ble the (late) Governor 
and the Hon’ble Messrs. Reid and Willoughby, 
containing an exposition of the different lines 
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of iiolic}' wliicli tlioy deem it expedient should be pursued eonsequent 
oil the de.'ith, without issue, of His Highness the lute Rajah of Sattara. 

2. I am at the same time directed to forward to you, for the 
information of the Eight Ilon’hle the Governor General in Council, 
copy of a IMinutCj recorded on the ISth instant, by the Right Hon^ble 
the Governor, explaining the re.asons which have induced His Lordship 
to defer the expression of his sentiments upon the present question. 

8. Copies of these ^linutes will be forwarded to the Hou^blc the 
Secret Committee by this day’s Overland Mail. 


Copy of a Minute by the Uon'blo the Governor, — (dated the 12tb April ISIS.) 

The death of the Rajah of Sattara on the 5th instant gives rise to 
a question regarding the succession to that Principality. 

'2. Having been for some da 3 's previously .anticipating the early 
demise of the Rajah, I had pcrsomally given directions to the Resident, 
hlr. Frcrc, who was then in attendance on me, to be prompt, when it 
did occur, in requiring the ^Ministers to carr^^ on the Administration under 
his superintendence, and all dependent Chiefs to be vigilant to pi'eserve 
order in their domains. j\Ir. Frere was also instructed by me to abstain 
from recognizing an}* adoption by means of which the childless Raj.ah 
might desire to perpet uate the sovereignty, assigning to the Rajah, or, 
after his death, to the IMinisters, as his reason for withholding consent 
the absence of the sanction of the British Government. 

3. On the 1st instant, in his convers-ation with the Resident, the 
R.njah first manifested his intention of adopting an heir to his throne ; 
]\Ir. Frcre on that occasion did all that was proper for him to do in 
order to divert the Rajah from having recourse to such a measure without 
the sanction of the British Government. There had been for some time 
an evident inclin.ation on the Rajah’s p.nrt to adopt a child, towards whom 
he showed great fondness : this child was a foundling, and not of his 
own blood ; but he had met with no encouragement from this Govern- 
ment^, or from the Resident, to a proposition, officially made last year, to 
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confer an excessive grant in land and money on this ehild, and for our 
guarantee of such grant j lie thus, I think, perceived that it would he 
futile to attempt the adoption of the child, Bulwuut Rao, and thence- 
forth was prompted by the Brahmins and by his own good sense to 
abandon that wish, and to seek among the several branches of his house 
the most eligible seion for adoption. It is apparent from Mr. Prerc’s 
report of circumstances, that, bad the Rajah survived some days longer, 
the selection might have fallen on some other child than the one now 
chosen ; but it is equally clear that he would not have adopted any one 
from the Kolapoor Raj, or from the Wawee branch of the family : besides 
these there were seven uncontaminated branches of bis Bhonslay blood, 
and the circumstance of the child now adopted being at Sattara, and 
thus available for the necessary ceremonies, seems to have determined 
the selection, which was made only a few hours before the Rajah breathed 
his last, but ivhile he was in perfect possession of his senses, and the 
Surgeon of the Residency, Dr. Murray, attending on him. 

4. This adoption having taken place according to Hindoo usage, 
there can be no doubt but that such adopted son is the late Rajah's legal 
heir, and should succeed to all his personal property. The question, 
however, remains whether he is entitled to the sovereignty of the 
Sattara State. 

5. During the last century, and until the usurpation of their 
authority by the Peishwas, the Sattara Rajahs were in a position so entire- 
ly independent of any Paramount Power as to adopt and so to devolve 
the inheritance of their kingdom without the formality of any superior 
sanction j it is necessary, therefore, to consider how far the existing 
sovereignty differs from that of former times. 

6. The downfall of the Peishwas put an end to the empire of 
Sivajec, whose representative, the powerless pageant monarch of Sattara, 
was emancipated and restored to real sovereignty by the British Govern- 
ment, whose Treaty with Sattara of the 25th September 1819 is one of 
“ perpetual friendship and alliance between the Hon'ble the East India 
Company and His Highness, his heirs and successors." 

7. To judge from the expressions of perpetual friendship" to a 
man, “ his heirs and successors," these ordinarily seem to mean a sove- 
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roigntj’’ winch should not lapse for want, of heirs so long as there is any 
one who can succeed according to the usages of the people to whom the 
I’reaty refers : the lad now adopted by the Eajah is such a successor. 

8. The terms used in the Mahratta and in the Persian versions of 
the Treaty to correspond with ‘‘ heirs or successors ” are still more explicit 
and ample : these arCj " Purjuud, wu Warisan, wu Kaim IMukanian/' 
that is, " progeny, heirs, and representatives the last word meaning 
literally “ occupants of the place." 

9. The sanction of the Pm*amount State is by custom required to 
render an adoption to a Principality valid. In the time of our prede- 
cessors this was a source of profit to the treasuiy. We require its 
observance for the better purpose of averting the dissensions and bloodshed 
that would otherwise ensue from the vindication of rival pretensions. 
Can we here without injustice exercise that right of sanction to the 
extent of prohibiting adoption ? And, if this be answered in the negative, 
is the exercise of that right now required in order to support any other 
claim in preference to that of this adopted son ? 

1 0. The Treaty states that the British Government determined, in 
consideration of the antiquity of the house of His Highness the Rajah of 
Sattara, to invest him witli a sovereignty sufficient for the maintenance 
of his family in comfort and dignity; and the Rajah engages for himself, 
his heirs and successors," to hold the territory in subordinate co-operation 
with the British Government ; and “ subordinate co-operation" is ex- 
plained in the Treaty to mean that the British Government shall protect 
the Rajah from external aggression ; that the Rajah shall not correspond 
with foreign potentates, &c., &c. 

11. There are manj’- instances of States held subordinate to another 
in all external relations, the duration of whose sovereignty it is never 
supposed could be justly terminated bj^ the superior State in default of 
direct heirs. 

12. The present Chairman of the Hon’ble the Court of Directors 
in a IHinute of dissent from the decision of the Court, dated 1st April 
1S4-0, fvide Parliamentary papers, Rajah of Sattara, Part II., 14th August 
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1843, House of Commons) in reference to tlie anticipation by the 
Government of Bombay that this Principality might escheat, observes — 
“’Admitting too that the Rajah was guilty of an infraction of the 
Treat}’-, it docs not follow that it was sncli as to cause his blood to be 
attainted. If the Rajah should have no legitimate issiie, it was competent 
to him to adopt, and his heir might be perfectly innocent and be justly 
entitled to the inheritance under the Treaty. The Government of Bom- 
bay seem, indeed, to anticipate that the Principality may escheat at no 
distant period to our Government by the demise of Appa Sahib, but 
the Principality is hereditary, and should the Rajah leave no issue or 
natural heirs, he may adopt ; and adoption with a Hindoo is not ouly a 
right, but a duty. I have the highest authority for stating that, even in 
the case of a fief or dependency, a legal adoption cannot be barred by the 
Government or Lord Paramount." 

» 

13. In the instance of Scindiah’s throne, the terms guaranteeing 
succession were similar. In 1827, when Dowlut Row Scindiah died ndthout 
an heir, or without even any testamentary declaration as to his successor, it 
was permitted to his widow, in concurrence with the advice of the British 
representative, to adopt a child, and an Article was executed on the part 
of Baiza Baee as regent, confirming the former friendship of the two 
States and recognizing the adopted child under the title of Junkojee 
Rao as the legitimate sovereign of the late Maharajah's dominions. 

14. We have by the same means sanctioned the pei-petuation of 
Holkar's dominions. 

15. In the case of the territory of Angria, which has lapsed for 
failure of heirs, the British Government in the Treaty of July 1822, Article 
4, especially reserved to itself “the right of conferring investiture on the 
Chief of Colaba on any vacancy of musnud but in this case it was 
the hope of a posthumous male child, which alone prevented the Chief's 
adoption of a son ; and as a child Avas born and placed on the guddee, a 
subsequent adoption by the -widows of his father w’as not permitted. 

16. Since 1819 the British Government has permitted adoptions 
in the jagheers of the Punt Sucheo, the Puut Pritinidy, the Nimbalkur of 
Phultun, and the DufQay of Juth : these Chiefs rank only as jagheerdars. 
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tliougli sepnrale Treaties were concluded witli each when we took the 
couutiy ; but I know of no reason "which could have been urged for per- 
mitting adoption in their cases which would not apply with much 
greater force in the present instance. 

17. If it be inconsistent with justice to refuse confirmation to the 
act of adoptioiij it is useless to enquire whether it is better for the 
interests of the people or of the empire at large to govern the Sattara 
Territories through the medium of a Native Rajahj or by means of our 
own Administration. 

is. It isj however, a question of more than speculative interest 
whether the polic 3 ’’ which guided Mr. Elphinstone in ISIS can be said 
to have failed. In deciding this question, we should look, not to the 
trouble occasioned to the Government of India by the agitation on 
behalf of the Ex-Rajah, but to the degree in which the existence of Sattara 
as a separate State has promoted the internal security of this part of the 
Deccan. Unquestionably’ a Native Government conducted as that of 
Sattara has for some time been is a source of strength to the British 
Governmeut. 1 

c 

19. I believe there can be no doubt as to the regularitj’’ of the 
adoption according to the Hindoo Law and Mahratta usage. Since the 
time of Sivajee there have been two adoptions in the Sattara familj'^ : 
Ram Raja was adopted in 1750 by Shahoo Maharajah from the house of 
Kolapoor, descended from their common ancestor, Sivajee. On the 
death of Ram Raja in 1779, he was succeeded by’- his adopted sou, Shaho(5 
IMaharajah the II., the father of the Rajah just deceased : he was of the 
house of 'W’’awee, which stood in exactly the same relation to Sivajee 
as the house of Shedgaon, to which the boy now adopted belongs. f 

I 

•20. During the same period there has been one adoption in thd 
kindi-cd house of Kolapoor, Sumbajee, the grandson of Sivajee, having 
adopted, in 1762, a son from the house of Kunwut, which stood iu the 
same relation to Sivajee as the houses of Wawee and Shedgaon. t 

7 

21. In the house of Tanjore there has been at least one adoption-i 
this house is descended from the half-brother of Sivajee, and the father 
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of the present Rajah of Tanjore was adopted out of the Jintec family^ 
which stood in tlic same relation to Sivajee and his half-brother as the 
houses of Kunwut, AVawee, and Shcd'jaon. These four houses, together 
with those of jMongy, Oodhut, and Kulus^ trace their descent from seven 
hrothersj children of Vittojeo Bhonslay, who was brother to Mallojcc, 
the grandfather of Sivajee. 

22. As regards rival claimants to succeed to the throne of Sattara, 
it may be safer to leave each claimant to bring forward his own case, 
but in the last memorandum he submitted to the British Govern- 
ment just before his death the R.nj.ah specially objected to two possible 
claimants, viz., the brother of the R.ajah of Kolapoor and the child 
adopted by the late Ex-Rajah at Benares. 

23. As regards any Kolapoor cl.aims, the Partition Tre.aty of the 
26th April 1731 appears to bar any pretension which the house of 
Kolapoor might have other than that of being eligible for adoption. 

21'. As regards the claims of the Ex-Rajah's adopted son, it is to 
be observed that nothing can possibl}- be urged on his behalf which 
might not be stated with far greater force in behalf of his adoption by 
the late Rajah. 

25. Tlie late Raj.ah died in possession of the throne, to which the 
Treatj’^ of 1839 have given him all the claims which his brother could 
ever have possessed ; even those who question the justice of the Ex- 
R.ajah’s deposition must admit that the title of the late Rajah to the 
throne was at the time of his death without fl.aw, and that, had he left a 
natural heir, the succession of that heir could not, on any principle of 
justice, have been opposed. An adopted son stands precisely in the same 
relation as the natural heir, and whatever right the Ex-Rajah m.ay have 
had to adopt, the same must be conceded to his brother, who died on the 
throne. lYhatever may be the supposed wrongs of the Ex-Rajah, it 
would be a strange mode of reparation to right them by disinheriting 
the lawfully adopted heir of his brother, who, up to the daj' of his death, 
was the unvarj-ing loyal ally of his British patrons. It is not necessary 
to suppose, as apprehended by the Rajah, that the advent of the adopted 
son of the Ex-Rajah would be the death of all the present Royal family. 
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but tliere can be no question as to the lamentable effects that would 
follow such a counter-revolution. 

26. In a matter sucli as tins question of resumption of a territory 
recovered by us and restored to an ancient d^-nasty, I would observe that 
we are morally bound to give some consideration to the sense in which 
we induced or permitted the other p.arty to understand the terms of a 
mutual Agreement. Whatever we intend in favor of an ally in perpe- 
tuity when executing a Treat y with him on that basis, by that we ought 
to abide in our relations with his successor until he proves himself 
unworthy. "We should look for escheats, not from such a source as the 
doubtful meaning of the stipulation of an Agreement, but from the 
incorngible misconduct of allies when thrown back, as they should 
be, on the responsibilities of the sovereign rights relinquished to them, 
rendering punishment in such cases signal and salutary by abstaining 
from half measures, such as largel}’’ pensioning or managing for the delin- 
quent, or-substituting his child, wife, or Minister. 

27. I am sensible that, geographically considered, this territoiy 
would seem to be a connecting link between our Deccan and S. M. 
Country, and that it is highly important, therefore, that we should have 
a firm hold of itj but I would prefer to maintain this hold by means 
of the all-powerful influence derivable from a serupulous adherence to 
the letter and the .spirit of our Treaties. 

2S. Ambiguity is the characteristic of most of our Treaties in 
this country, occasioned for the most part by the reliance of able 
Vakeels on their talents to turn ambiguous expressions to good account; 
but, if we allow ourselves on such occasions to be over-reached, we deserve in 
after-times to pay the penalty. In the present instance the terras and 
intention of the Treaty appear to me to be remarkably distinct and 
perspicuous ; should any doubt, however, be entertained, Mr. Elphinstone 
and Captain Grant Duff, under whose directions it was drawn, could be 
referred to as to their understanding of the words at the time the 
Treaty was concluded. 

29. Our views and our practice in India in regard to adoptions 
to Chiefships have been inconsistent and capricious; we have no 
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Hindoo laws to guide us in such cases : it will, therefore, he convenient 
for us and acceptable to the people if the determination of the present 
question should lead to the declaration of fixed principles for the regula- 
tion, under the authority of the British Government, of successions in 
default of heirs. 

30. The accompanying Genealogical Tree exhibits the Sattara 
family, past and present. 


(Sd.) G. Clerk. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hon’ble Mk. Reid, — (dated the 25th April 1848.) 

I FEEL assured that the Government of India and the Home 
Authorities will entirely approve* of our Hon^ble President’s proceedings 
on the occasion of the lamented demise of the' late Rajah Shahjee of 
Sattara. 

2 . The question of the disposal of the Principality on this Prince’s 
having left no issue is one of great moment; the Hon’ble the Pre- 
sident thinks that the British Government must confirm the adoption 
made by His Highness, immediately before his death, of a son from the 
cogerate house of Shedgaon, and allow that son to succeed to the 
kingdom. 


3. In my view the question is one to be decided purely on grounds 
of expediency. I cannot recognize any indefeasible right in a son whose 
adoption has not been sanctioned by the Paramount Power to succeed; 
that sanction is as much necessary to render such an adoption valid, as is 
any other form which the usage of the country or the religious law of 
the party may prescribe. 

4. A right to grant implies a right to withhold such sanction ; 
no one can, I presume, deny the claim of the British Government to be 
the Lord Paramount throughout India, and least of all throughout the 
country formerly under the rule of the Mahrattas. This Paramount 
Power is still less to be questioned in the present instance, since we our- 



APPENDIX. 


Ixv 


solves created the subordinate sovercijjnty, the disposal of which is now 
'.ndcr consideration. 

i 5. The terms of the Treaty of 1S19 convey the ceded territory 
'the Rajah, his “lieirs and successors.” Of the words used in the 
jlahratta and Persian versions, “ Furjund, Warisan, wu Kaim Mukaman, 
the first, “’Furjund,’' means, in Pemian, a child, whether male or female; 
it is scarcely adopted into the ^Mahratta language, and where it is so, not 
alwa 3 's in its true sense, as in some part of the Mahratta territory it means 
a slave born in a Prince’s famil}'^ : the second, “ Warisan,” is an Arabic 
word, meaning generall}' heirs, and is much used in ]\Iahratta : the third, 
Kaim IMukam, is Arabic, meauing a Vicegerent or Lieutenant, and what 
is intended by tlic introduction of such a word, which, I believe, is 
unknown as having any dclinite meauing throughout the Mahratta 
territory, I am at a loss to discover ; probably there was a difficult}’^ in 
translating the word “ successors ” in the English Treat}'', and this was 
meant to represent it. I consider the translation anytliing but felicitous, 
and the terms used, especially in a document liaving reference to a 
Hindoo family, indefinite and obscure. 

G. There appears, however, to be no necessity for our looking 
beyond the English version, and in the present instance we need consider 
only the first term used, that of “ heirs we can have no concern with 
a successor, who is not an heir. 

7. Had Shahjee left male issue, there could have been no question 
of the entire right of such a son to succeed to the musnud. The 
Hon’ble the President appears to consider that an adopted sou has the 
same right, and in this I should fully agree with him had that adoption 
received the sanction of the British Government. I cannot admit that 
such estates or fiefs are to bo ti'catcd precisely as jirivato property, and 
to follow strictly the law of succession which the code of the party pre- 
scribes. In these matters usage overrules, or adds to the law, and a 
deviation from such usage invalidates an adoption, so far as the State is 
concerned, as much as any deviation from the formalities required by the 
law. If, indeed, the sanction of the Paramount Power is not essential, 
and if without it the claim of an adopted son is perfect, what was the 
advantage of our declining to grant the late Rajah’s request, and nccd- 

2 I 
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lessly cmbilLcring his Iasi moments hy leaving' the question of liis sanc- 
lion in doubt and uncertainty? 

8. Tlie President has quoted (paragraph 12), as in support of bis 
opinion, the Minute of the late Chairman of tlie Ilon’blc the Court of 
Directors on the oecasion of the deposition of the Ex-Rajah in 18o!). 
The views therein expressed are certainly not those acknowledged on tliis 
side of India, and tliey are moreover those of a gentleman in the 
minority on the question tlicn before tlie Court, since otherwise the 
late Rajah Shahjee would never have been raised to the throne. I have 
been unable to procure the jirintcd volume in which this Minute is 
to be found, but I presume it must contain IMinutcs of a dilTerent ten- 
dency and (judging from the result) of superior authority. 

9. If a successor is to be admitted, I entirely concur with the 
Ilon’blo the President in tlie opinion that he sliould be the son adopted 
in his last moments by His Iliglmess Shahjee. Our Treaty of 1819 was 
with Purtab Singh, Ids heirs and successors : all Ids ancestry and those 
sju'inging from them were passed by ; no right was confirmed to them. 
The other branches of the famil}’’ springing from Kellojee Pabjee, the 
great-grandfather of Sivajoo, and the first pedigree accompanying the 
Ilon'ble the President's Minute, have no part in the settlement; they 
might, perhaps, claim the titular dignit}’-' of Rajah of Sattara, but they 
can have no jiretension to the territorial sovereignty which was created 
in favor of Purtab Singli. By tlie arrangement of 1839 his brother was 
specially admitted to the benefit of that settlement, and the adopted son 
of the' last recognized possessor of the throne must have a preferable 
right to that of the adopted son of the dejioscd Rajah or any other 
claimant. 

10. I can consider it no valid argument that we ought to recog- 
nize this adoption because we have recognized others ; what may have 
been the motives of the Government of India in recognizing those of 
Scindiah and Holkar, (who, moreover, were alw.ays more free and indepen- 
dent of our authority than the Sattara Rajahs have been,) we have no 
means of knowing. I have no doubt they were founded on the best and 
soundest policy : within our own Provinces we have sometimes sanctioned 
adoptions, sometimes declined to do so. Each ca^e has been decided on 
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its own merits ; and this course should, in my opinion, he followed in the 
present case, and in all future cases which may arise. 

11. To admit the right of adoption in all cases would be to vitiate 
our proceedings in numerous instances ; we should have to retrace our 
steps, to place an Angria on the guddee of that Principality, to review 
the Sbitc of iMandavce, and even to i-estore the jaghcers of the Chiefs of 
the Southern IMahratLa Country, which have lapsed to us in default of 
issue. I think we cannot too distinctl}”^ uphold the principle that no 
adoption by which subordinate States or property held by the State 
is affected can he valid witiiout the sanction of the sovereign authority. 

12. Whether it is expedient in this case to admit the adoption and 
the succession to the Sattara musnud is a question for the decision of the 
Highest Authorities. In favor of this course are the policy of conciliat- 
ing the population of what formed the ^lahratta Empire, the advantage 
of having a perfectly friendly and dependent State in the heart of our 
districts, whose power and influence can be made use of by us in the 
maintenance of internal tranquillity, and prol)ably a conviction tliat, under 
the mild and excellent Government of the late Ilajah, his country flourished 
in a degree with which our neighbouring districts cannot well sustain a 
comparison. 

13. As to the effect on the Mahrattas as a nation, I believe that 
bej’ond the Sattara territory itself the continuance or extinction of dynas- 
ty' would be \'iewed with perfect indifference. The good Government of 
the late Ilajah necessarily endeared his own subjects to him, and they 
would doubtless feel the breaking up of his petty Court, the absence of 
employment among his retainers hitherto open to mauj’’ of the higher 
families, and the substitution for the more loose and patriarchal system 
of Government under a Hindoo sovereign, of the definite and unbend- 
ing laws of our Administration, which is far less palatable to Natives 
o/ India thau that of well-conducted Native States under a mild and 
sensible Prince. 

14. Whether the existence of the separate Government of Sattara 
has in any way contributed to the internal security of our Provinces is 
a question on which it is difficult to ai'rive at any very definite conclusion. 
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Diii-iiig ilie disturbances a few ^'cars ago in Kolapoor^ we availed ourselves 
of the co-operation of Sattara, and that territory remained perfectly tran- 
quil j but our districts of Belgaum and Dliarwaij at a distance from Sattara 
and close to the scene of the disturbances^ remained perfectly tranquil 
also : and I know of no grounds for believing that, bad Sattara been a 
Province of the British Government, the result would have been in 
any respect dilTorent. No doubt, bad the llajah been of an intriguing 
disjiosition and actuated b3' unfriendly feelings, he might have caused 
annoj'ancc secretly without subjecting himself to be called to account 
for breach of Treaty. The adv.antage or disadvantage, therefore, of 
having this Princip.alit}'^ in the heart of onr territoiy must greatly depend 
on the character and feelings of the reigning Prince. 

15. I believe it will be universall}'' admitted that the manner in 
which both their Highnesses, Purtab Singh and Sh.ahjee, administered the 
internal aflliirs of the Sattara State was such as to hold them up as 
models to all Indian Princes. 

1 6. The arguments in favor of enforcing our right to the lapse 
arc founded on the position of this territory intervening between our 
Provinces of the Deccan and Southern Mahratta Country, thus sepai-ating 
our two large Militaiy Stations of Poonah and Belgaum, and on the 
inexpediency of allowing so large a portion of the revenues of the 
eountry to be diverted from the purposes of the general Government, for 
which the resources now at its command are notoriously inadequate. 
We must be just before we are generous, just to the community at largo 
before we are generous to an individual family. Our want of means 
prevents our doing justice to the country and improving it in the many 
ways of which it is c.apable ; and it is a matter for serious consideration 
how far we should be justified in declining to avail ourselves of an opportu- 
nity by which those means may be legitimate!}’’ augmented, and the 
public revenue of this Presidency m.ay be brought more nearly to the 
standard of its expenditure. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hox’ble Mk. ■Wh.iougiiby, — (dated the 14th May ISIS.) 

On occasions like the present, when subjects of great import- 
ance are submitted for the Board’s consideration, a IMeniber of Govern- 
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nient experiences this clifiiculty: he must either record his opinion 
imincdiatoiy, or, by detaining- the papei-s under discussion for a consider- 
able period, ho must cause a delay in their transmission for the decision 
of the Supreme xiuthority. 

3. I experience this difUculty in the present instance : a more 
important question than that of the continuance or extinction of the 
Sattara State has not arisen since I became a Member of this Govern- 
ment. It does not affect that State exclusively, but raises the general 
question of what is the right polic}’’ to be ])ursued towards any other 
Native State of India under similar circumstances; in other words, it 
raises the question whether, on failure of heirs natural, it is expedient to 
absorb them in the general sovereignty of the Anglo-Indian Empire, 
or to continue them by the Hindoo custom of adoption. 

3. A question of this grave and comprehensive character can only 
be determined after much study and research and the most dispassion- 
ate consideration, and with a full knowledge of the prerogatives vested 
in the Governments we have succeeded. It requires also to be considered 
with reference to the marvellous and extraordinary course of events 
by which the British nation has become the undisputed Lord Para- 
mount throughout India, and, what is of still more importance, with 
reference to the means best adapted for strengthening and consolidating 
British power in this countiy, not merely from motives of self-aggrandize- 
ment, but for the welfare and happiness of the millions who, under 
Providence, are now subjected to our rule. 

4. It is not my intention at present to enter at length upon the 
discussion of this interesting topic. I am aware that our late Hon’ble 
President was anxious that the question now pending regarding the 
Sattara succession should be forwarded, with as little delay as possible, 
to the high Authorities, b}-- whom alone it can be determined ; of 
necessity, therefore, I must confine my remarks within as narrow a 
compass as I am able. 

5. I shall first observe th.at on tlie general question my views are 
very much in accordance with those recorded b}"- the Government of 
India in 1811, when the question of the Coloba succession was under 
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discussion. Tliat Government was composed as stated in the margin, 

Lord Anckland, Govcr- ^veuts, as far as related to the internal 

nor General, Mr. Bird, Mr. administration of India, was surpassed by no 
Prinsep. former Govei-nment in ability and zeal, and in 

an anxious and eonseientious desire to promote the real interests of the 
Empire at large. On reference to the Minutes of Lord Auckland and his 
colleagues, it will be seen that they were unanimously of opinion- that 
our policy should be “ to persevere in the one clear and direct course 
of abandoning no just and honorable accession of territory or revenue, 
while all existing claims of right are at the same time scrupulously 
respected.” 

6. Or in the language of a former Member of this Government in 

advertence to the question of the Mandavee suc- 
cession* — “On the general question of taking 
these escheats when they fall in, I have even 
more confirmed opinions than when I last wrote on the subject : I would 
take nothing without the clearest right ; I would strain no point to make 
out that right. But when the right clearly falls, I would unhesitatingly 
take the acquisition which the right gives, and upon this great view 
that we, in taking that which has justly and legally become our property, 
extend a dominion of just principles in which the great object is 
the good of the people, who have, in fact, become our subjects, I 
hold our Government for the good of the people, for the advancement of 
intelligence, to be incomparably better than the Government of any 
Native State, not only or chiefly in the immediate operation of our 
system, but in the great end that is ever in our view, and which 
our principles and our Administration must in time surely bring about.” 

7. I entirely concur in these sentiments : I am no advocate for the 
extinction of the Native States of India by violent and unjust means ; 
when, however, they fairly lapse to us, as they would have done to the 
Government which preceded us, I would not, except under special cir- 
cumstances, perpetuate them by adoption under what I conceiv'e to be 
a groundless impression, that any accession of territory weakens, rather 
than strengthens, our authority in this country. Not only does the entire 
external defence of India devolve on the British Government, but in 
numerous instances we are bound to protect these Native States from 
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aggrossiou from wiUioul and rebellion within; we cannot escape from the 
obligation of our snbsidiaiy alliances, but it cannot be denied they have 
jiroduccd great evils in the subsidized territory. The oidy clieclv on des- 
potism, “ the wild justice of revenge,” is destro^’-ed, for, whatever may be 
the oppression and misrule in these States, all hojie of effectual resistance 
is frustrated by the certainly of our ultimate interferenee. I am satis- 
fied that the extension of British Laws and institutions, tempered with a 
due regard to the customs and prejudices of the people of India, must 
benefit the masses, and I would therefore, in cases of fair lapse from want 
of natural heirs, exercise wh.at I believe to be our undoubted prerogative, 
or that of refusing to recognize heirs by adoption. 

S. Ti’itli these preliminary remarks I now proceed to notice the 
two questions which arise consequent on the late Raj.ab of Sattara having 
died childless, namely, \sf, whether His Highness had an inherent right 
to adopt, so .as thereby to convey to the adopted sou the right of suc- 
cession to the Sattara State; and Z7ul, on the supposition that he did not 
possess such right, is it incumbent, or expedient, that the British Govern- 
ment should confer the right by confii’ming the adoption and continu- 
ing the Sattara State in favor of the child adopted ? On both these 
questions differences of opinion may be expected ; my own opinion is, that 
the late Rajah did not possess an inherent right of adoption so as to 
affect the succession, and that, taking .all circumstances into considera-. 
tion, it is not expedient that Government should confer the right. 

9. On the first question it may be observed that the creation of 
the Sattara sovereignty in IS 18-19 w.as an act of spontaneous liberality 
on the part of the British Government. It will not, I imagine, be dis- 
puted that at the close of the w.ar we had as much right to retain the 
territory comprehended in that sovereignty as we had to retain any 
other portion of the territory which belonged to the. Peishwa; our right 
was the strongest of all rights, or that derived from the successful ter- 
mination of an unprovoked war. The Rajahs of Sattara had long ante- 
cedently become virtually extinct as rulers; they retained the title, but 

none of the attributes, of power; they were 

Ho*n-Wo Mrciork’s MiniS P^PPcts, " powerless* pageant monarchs of 

Sattara,” maintained by the Peishwa for politi- 
c.al objects : we found them immured in a fort and in a prison, and we 
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placed them on certain conditions on a tlirone. To our generosity tlie 
late Rajah and his brother wore indebted for the restoration of a jiortion 
of the territory which had formerly belonged to SivajeCj and of whieli 
they had long before been deprived by the Peishwa ; wliatever rights, 
therefore, they possessed must he looked for in the Treaty of 1819, under 
which the Sattara State was created, and not in what may hav^e been the 
practice before the usurpation of their authority by the Peishwas. This 
Treaty conferred the sovereigntj^ on the Rajah, his heirs and successors, 
hut does not, in my judgment, confer a right on failure of heirs natural to 
create an heir by adoption. Admitting, however, the reverse for the sake 
of argument, to render such an adoption valid as far as relates to succes- 
sion to the State according to the immemorial and almost universally ad- 
mitted custom of India, the confirmation and sanction of the Paramount 
authoritj’’ of India is essential'. 


10. The question of the right of the Princes and Chiefs to secure 
the succession to their estates by adoption has of late been much dis- 
cussed, and I had occasion to allude to it at some length in my Minute* 
of the Gth September last, on the dispute which has been lately settled 

between the Rajpoot Principalities of Edur and 
and Gof ^to^pkra- Ahmednuggur. I tliink it was there satisfactorily 

graphs 125 and 12 G of that established that the " consent of the Suzei’ain 
. ’ or Lord Paramount is indispensable to the 

validity of an adoption involving succession to a Principalit}^, Jagheer, 
Surinjam, or even Enams.'’' In support of this position I cited proofs to 
show that this practice prevails throughout this Presidency, and, as far 
as I could ascertain, throughout India; it certainly prevails in the 
States of Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal, Nagpore, Mehidpoor, and in 
Bundelkhund and Rajpootana. My information is principally derived 
from a Report of Mr. Hart, Euam Commissioner in the Southern 
Mahratta Country, dated the 27th March 181' 7, in which is embodied 
the result of a reference on the subject to the different Residents of the 
Native States of India. 


11. The practice prevailed at Sattara itself, and I am at a loss to 
conceive on what plea it can be contended that Sattara should now be 
exempted from the general rule. In 1.819 it was the policy of the day 
to confer that sovereignty on a particular family, but in the absence of 
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any stipulation to the contrary, the gift cannot, in opposition to univer- 
sal custom, he convej'cd to another hy adoption without the sanction of 
^ ^ the power from whom the gift proceeded. In 

* Dospatcb from tlio , , r tt ^ 

Hon’blo Court of Directors the language ol the Iloii'ble Courts our sanc- 

tion is requisite, "not, indeed, to the validity of 

the adoption or to the private rights .which it 

confers, hut to enahle the adopted son to succeed to the Chiefsliip.” 

Neither the adoption hy the late Rajah of Sattara nor that hy the, Ex- 

Rajah of Sattara at Benares could convey political rights; it may he 

admitted that they possessed the right to adopt, jjut this can only affect 

the succession to private property. In support of this may he cited the 

celehrated case which occurred at Baroda in 1 81 9 : Radha Baec, the widow 

of Futteh Singh, Guicowar, was permitted to adopt, hut her adopted son 

did not succeed to the musnud. The brother of the deceased Prince 

succeeded, and, after a reign of 22 years, w'as, a few months ago, succeeded 

Ity his eldest son. Radha Race’s adopted son was entitled to nothing 

beyond the private property of his adoptive parents. 


12. In fact, the custom of the sanction of the Lord Paramount 
being essential to the validity of adoptions conveying sovereign and 
territorial rights is so ancient and extensive throughout India as to 
have the effect of law, and the reason of the custom is obvious. It was 
the practice of former Governments to make extensive grants of land, 
either hereditarily or for life, as the reward of good service or to favorites, 
at the caprice of the Prince ; hence the enormous alienations of the 
public revenue which arc found to exist in every part of India, the 
extent of which was alone checked hy the power of resumption at the 
caprice of the Prince, or more frequently often on failure of heirs. The 
grant in the latter instance being sometimes continued on paj'ment of 
a large nuzzerana or relief, we have invariably respected these alienations, ’ 
except on failure of heirs, when resumption has been the rule and a 
continuance of the grant the exception. The following opinion recorded 

in 1831 by one of the ablest* and most experi- 
enced Judicial Officers of this Presidency may be 
cited in support of the view above taken : — 


* Mr. Anderson. 


" An adoption, therefore, thus once established cannot be set aside, 
but it cannot convey property in which another has interest, such as the 

2 K 
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relation of the ruling authority in respect, to rights and properties whicli, 
failing a real son of a jnghoerdar, would escheat to it; for such a rights 
which would fall to the State, the consent of the Shite is essential/’ 
This opinion was pronounced as a Judge of the Sudder Adawlut, the other 

.... , Judges of the Court only so far din’ering from 

Ito"i8tci fl lolfrr to Mr. nr < i j -i -i i ^ r 

Socrctnry Willoughby, (intod Aiulcrson tliat tlicy Considered tiiat tlie tact 

iho lltli April i 8 ai, nnd v'hich Iic assumed ns a matter of course, or ner- 
ncconipaiumciilB. 

Jiaps Irom personal Knowledge of circumstances, 
would, in the event of trial, rciiuirc proof hy evidence that Government 
has a right to prevent adoptions where its own interests arc conccnicd ; 
at the same time the}’’ were of opinion that, until the point had hy some 
means been decided in the negative. Government need not give np the 
right hy refraining from the exercise of any prerogative. 


13. Oa this occasion the Government of Lord Clare resolved^ 

• Jlr. Socrotary Bax^n " continue lo grant or to withhold its per- 
Inttor, dated the 2Sth April mission to adoiit according to circumstances,” 

and such has always been the piacticc of this 
Presidoney. It does not appear lo me that the proceedings of Govern- 
ment in regard lo the exercise of this jircrogalivc have been so capricious 

and i nconsislcnt as is sujiposcdt by onr late Hon’blc 
President. It is usual to decide each case on its 
merits according to the principles prescribed hy 
the Ilon’ble Court of Directors in their Despatch- 
es quoted in the margin; the nature of these 
maj’- be gathered from the following extracts : — 
We there stated it to be onr wish that wher- 
ever the tenure of the estate and the custom of 
previous Governraouts are such that the refusal 
of your permission to adopt would be considered an act of harshness, 
still more when it would be considered an injury, the permission 
should be given, but otherwise not, unless as a reward merited either 
by special services or by general fidelity and good conduct, and especially 
by a good administration of the jagheer. It is your duty not to violate 
any express or constructive I'ight, nor to defeat any just expectation; but 
when your refusal to recognize an adoption would not have any such 
effect, we are not disposed to renounce the prospective claims of Govern- 
ment, unless when the Chief or family in whose hivor the renunciation 


t Vtilc Ilia Minnto, pnm 
grnpli 29. 


mil Jnno 1831. 
2Gth Sept. „ 
17th Nov. 1811. 
2GthOct. 1812. 
0th Fob. 1815. 
18th Mar. „ 
23nl Deo. 181G. 
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is solicited may have deserved reward at onr hands, and wlien this mode 
of conferring it is most cligihlo in respect of the interests of all parties, 

including both the Government and the inhabi- 
ilaLf iho^llUiTilio 1831? the jaghcer-^'-,'” and on another occasion, 

when repeating these orders, the Ilon’ble Court 

t non’blo Conrl’s lottor, ol^scrvcdf— “ On the wholo, therefore, we are 
dntod tlio '^Gth Sqiicinbcr unablc to frame any more precise direction for 

your guidance in such eases than that, wherever 
it is optional with you to give or withhold your consent to adoptions, 
that indulgonce should be the exception, not the rule, and should never 
be granted but as a special mark of favor and approbation.” 


t TTon’bIc! Conrl’fi lottor, 
Gniotl tbo ’.IGtli Sciilcinbor 
1S31. 


l‘t. On the above juanciidcs, on failure of heirs natural, permission 
to adopt has been refused in the eases of the petty States of Colaba and 
I\randavcc, and of the Jaghcers of Ncpancc, Chinclmce, Sonoe, and others 
of minor imporlancc in the Deccan and Southern Mahratta Country, which 
have in consequence become incorporated into the general sovereignty : on 
the other hand, as exceptions to the general rule, the Chief of Sangleo, 
though still alive, has, for his loyalty and attachment to the British 
Government, been allowed to adopt a son, and an adopted son has been 
allowed to succeed to the .TumUhundec J.aghccr on the death of its former 
Cliicf, "who, from his uniform loyalty and the good administration of 

^ ^ his iaghcer, had the strongest claims to that 

t Hon bio Court’s Dos- . J p ■ , n ^ 

patcli, Gated tlio l7Ui No- indulgence.”! The lour instances ol adoption 

vcinbcrisil. alluded to ill the IGtli paragraph of our late 

Iloidble President’s ]\Iinutc were not sanctioned on the same principles. 

The parties adopting stood nearly in the same relation to the Rajah of 

Sattara as the latter did to us; they were his vassals, and when he 

as their Suzerain sanctioned the adoptions, the British Government, 

when applied to as Suzerain over all, did not deem it expedient to 

withhold its confirmation. 


15. With one important exception the opinions of most of the 
distinguished men who have of late years been connected ivith the 
■ “ -Jpdia, at all events those which have passed under 

i'>^conformity with the Rules laid domi by the 
tare, as a general system, adverse to adoptions, 
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relation of the ruling authority in respect to rights and properties which, 

iailing a real son of a jagheerdar, would escheat to it; for such a right, 

which would fall to the State, the consent of the State is essential/^ 

This opinion was pronounced as a Judge of the Sudder Adawlut, the other 

, Judges of the Court only so far differing from 

Registers letter to Mr. , .i n 

Secretary Willongliby, dated nlr. Anderson that they considered that the tact 

the 11th April 1831, and -which he assumed as a matter of course, or per- 
accompamments. -i,. 

haps from personal knowledge oi circumstances, 

would, in the event of trial, require proof by evidence that Government 

has a right to prevent adoptions where its own interests are concerned ; 

at the same time they were of opinion that, until the point had by some 

means been decided in the negative. Government need not give up the 

right by refraining from the exercise of any prerogative. 


13. On this occasion the Government of Lord Clare resolved* 
* Mr. Secretary Bax’s “ continue to grant or to withhold its per- 


lotter, dated the 28th April 
1831. 


mission to adopt according to circumstances,” 
and such has always been the practice of this 
Presidency. It does not appear to me that the proceedings of Govern- 
ment in regard to the exercise of this prerogative have been so capricious 

and inconsistent as is supposedfby our lateHon’ble 
President. It is usual to decide each case on its 
merits according to tlie principles prescribed by 
the Hon'ble Court of Directors in their Despatch- 
es quoted in the margin; the nature of these 
may be gathered from the following extracts : — 
'‘We there stated it to be our wish that wher- 
ever the tenure of the estate and the custom of 
previous Governments are such that the refusal 
of your permission to adopt would be considered an act of harshness, 
still more when it would be considered an injury, the permission 
should be given, but otherwise not, unless as a reward merited either 
by special services or by general fidelity and good conduct, and especially 
by a good administration of the jagheer. It is your duty not to violate 
any express or constructive right, nor to defeat any just expectation; but 
when your refusal to recognize an adoption would not have any such 
effect, we are not disposed to renounce the prospective claims of Govern- 
ment, unless when the Chief or family in whose favor the renunciation 


t Vida his Minute, para- 
graph 29. 


11th Juno 1831. 
26th Sept. „ 
17th Nov. 1811. 
26th Oct. 1813. 
6th Fob. 1815. 
18th Mar. „ 
23ra Dec. 1846, 
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mny hnvo iIcnTVt'd rownnl jjt onr liands, and wlicn tliis niodo 
of i'i*nforring' it is nJO^t clii^ilde in rn^jn'ct nf llio inlorcst't (»f nil jiarlics, 

includiiij^ lioth thn (iovt’ninu’iit and Uie inlinld- 
3X1*}? " nnd on anollior occasion, 

when n'peatinjr these orders^ tlio HonMde Court. 
* r> oh'orvedt — " On th(! whoh'. Iherofore, wo arc 

•t ii.-t Oip "ii'ii ‘-'rjiKiiiiirr tJiiahlo to frame nnv more nroeiso direction for 

yonr }r«idanec in Mieh cases than (hat, wherever 
it is optiniin! with you to irive i>r withindd your conHcnt to adoptions, 
that indulto-in'e ihmdd he (he exception, imt the nde, and should never 
h* uranted hat as a riiecial mar): of favor and iipproh.ition/’ 


1 5. On (he ahave |>rini'iples, on failure of heirs nntnnil, permission 
to adopt has Ihmj refu'tsl in the e:c''*.s of (he petty States «)f Colalia and 
Manila vee, and of the Ja;;he.TS of Xepanee, Cliinchnee, Sonee, and others 
of minor imjiortanco in (In' l).vixm and Southern Mahratta Country, which 
have in ounnjuenee heeorne ineorponi(<'il into the general roverejonty : on 
the othi.-r hand. a>‘ cxeepiions (i* the pmeral rule, the Chief of Sanolee, 
thou-h still alive, has, for his loyalty and attachment to the llritish 
Coverninent, lt^^•n idlow.'d to adopt a son, aiid an adopted son has been 
.'dlowed to l ueeivd to the duinhlnindiV .hnjrheer on the death of its former 
Cliief, '' who, from his nniform !oy;dly and (he p'od administration of 

his jai^luvr, had the slronc^est claims to (hat 
Tlie four instances of adoption 




ji'tu Otit-fNl i!jo )7th Ntv 




M ait'i-r tstt. alluded to in the IGth paragraph ofonr late 

Ilmride President's Minute were not sanetioned on the same principles. 


The parties adoplinjr stood nearly in the same relation to the Unjah of 
Sattara as the latter did to us; they wore his vassals, and when ho 
as their Suv:cniin sanetioned (he adoptions, the llritish (iovernnicnt, 
when apjdied to as Suzerain over all, did not deem it expedient to 
withhold its confirmation. 


15, ‘With one important cxccjdion the opinions of most of the 
dislin^onshed men who have of late ycar.s heen connected with the 
Administnition of India, at all events those which have passed under 
my ohservation, arc, in eonformity with the Rules laid down by the 
Hon’hlc Court, that is, they are, as a general system, adverse to adoptions, 
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except as relates to private property. The last I have seen was recently 

recorded* by Mr. Hamilton^ the present able 

vonimcnJof India. llcsidetit at Hollcar’s Court. The exception was 

the late Sir John Malcolm, who, I admit, is a 

great authority, for in alhlity, experience, and an ardent desire for the 

welfare of this country, this distingnislied man had but few equals. His 

views on the expediency of sanctioning adoptions 
t Tlioy nro rcconlod in , i t • n 

an elaborate Minute, dated as a system and malung them a source of 

tho 1 0th Jnno 1828, and revenue by tlic levy on all occasions of 
were dissented from by the „ 

llon’blo Court in their Dos- nuzzcraiiast Of rebels arc Well known, but they 
t'oinbor 18^2 have not received that general acceptance which 

has been accorded to the generality of the 
principles he advocated for the future government of India. The views 

of this distinguished man were opposed by Lord 
February l,jg successor, in an able Minute,J and it 

was, I believe, on a consideration of the argu- 
ments adduced on both sides that the Hon'ble Court of Directors issued 
their instructions on the subject. 


10. The experience which has subsequently been gained is certainly 
not in favor of the system advocated by Sir 
§ Sir G. Arthur. John Malcolm. Tlic social evils resulting from 

adoptions are forcibly depicted in the following extract from a ]\Iinute 
recorded by another Govcrnor§ of this Presidency, under date the 
12th August 1S45 : — • 


“ The dissensions which exist between the Chief of Tasgaon and his 
adoptive mother strongly illustrate the evils of adoptions and the wisdom 
of not permitting them, except under the circumstances prescribed by 
the Hon’ble Court of Directors. So long as the adopted son is a minor, 
all proceeds outwardly smoothly enough ; the estate is managed by the 
Agents of the former Chief under the general guidance of the widow 
who adopts j all, however, taking good care to enrich themselves to the 
great detriment of the interests of the future Chief. TThen, however, the 
Chief arrives at the age of manhood, a struggle for power ensues; the 
fictitious union existing between the parties is dissolved, and jealousy 
and heartburnings are engendered, terminating, as in the present 
instance, in a deadly feud.” 


Arrr.N'mx. 
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3 7. A more sinking exempli ficiii ion of llic evils jibovc referred to is 
.nfTorded in the dissensions in the fainil}* of Dowlnt llao Scindiah. On 
the death of this Chief, his widow, Her Highness Baiza Bacc, adopted 
n son, and continned to exercise regal powers for some ywirs, until at last 
a s( niggle for 1 he supremacy occurred hetween them, tcnnin.ating, in 1833, 
in the adopted son being proclaimed sovereign, his mother being obliged 
. f peek an asylum in British Territory. Tliis 
Bnij'ph liulin, Vol. Chief dyinir on the 7th Fchniary 3813, another 

adojiliou was allowed, and the political evils 
resulting therefrom, and a violent collision with the British Govern- 
ment, terminating only in war and bloodshed, arc of too recent ocenr- 
ivncc to require to he dwell upon. These arc strong facts in sujiport 
of those who arc of ojunion that, the nnnoyanee by adoptions of sovereign 
and territorial rights ought, in the jircsent state of India, to he dis- 
conniged as much ns i>ossihlo, and that all fair Injiscs should bo annexed 
to the 15ritish Indian Ihnpiro when no absolute right will therehy he 
vinlntcd. 'Hie cxislonco of so many Sovereignties and Chiefships in- 
terspersed with our own territory is in many ways inimical to good 
government and to the welfare ami prosjicrity of the jicoplc, and if 
this is admitted, it follows that on every fair occasion their number 
ought to he diminished. 


38. Although, liowevor, I concur with tlioso wlio arc opposed to 
adoptions on jirineiplc, I should he very' glad to see a relaxation from 
that maxim of our rule in India which is hostile to the acquisition 
of property' in the soil. I should like to see rent-free estates created 
throughout the country, cither by' grants conferred in pcrjictuity' or on 
long leases on those who liave consj)icuously’ distinguished themselves 
iu the service of the Stale, and such grants might occasionally ho 
substituted for the pecuniary' pensions at present awarded j I should also 
like to see a system, gradually introduced, of allowing in the first instance 
on a limited scale, and under such rules as would secure the rights of all 
parlies possessing an interest in the soil, the redemption of Die land t.ax 
now paid to Government. The creation of rent-free oslalcs by' these means 
would, I think, he a v.ast benefit to ludi.a, and would developc its 
resources far more cfiectually' and expeditiously' than can be expected 
BO long as the Government shall continue the landlord of the whole 
country'. 
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"The best of all workmen is lie who works for himself; thus the 
enterprise of an individual, when well directed and ably sustained, will 
generally be found to exceed that of the State or of incoi-porated com- 
munities. The economy of the man who is to reap the whole profit of 
a venture, his keenness, vigour, and spirit arc unconquerable ; his daring 
is commensurate with his gain ; he stands unequalled, because others have 
divided interests and he but one.” I hope I shall be pardoned this allu- 
sion to a very large question, which is not, I conceive, altogether 
irrelevant to the subject under discussion. 

19. I conclude it will not bo contended that the British Govern- 
ment does not stand in the relation of Lord Paramount to the Sattara 
State ; if this, however, be disputed, it can be maintained, I conceive, 
on three separate grounds. Is/!, as successors to the Emperors of Delhi ; 

as successors to the Peishwas, the de facto rulci-s"‘ of the Mahrattas ; 
and 2>rd, as the grantors of the territory of which the Sattara State 
is composed. On each of these grounds, I conceive, we are entitled to 
claim all the prerogatives of Suzerain, one of wliich I have shown is 
to grant or -withhold permission to adopt; and as regards the first, 
it may be observed that, although Sivajec’s Empire was extorted by 
force of arms, he sought for and obtained imperial grants from Delhi 
in confirmation of his conquests, having now the power to exercise 
■rr.. 0 . -r. m TT- fhc prerogutivc which the Imperial house of 

toi-y of the Mahrattas, Vol. Delhi would have exercised m the days of its 
I., page 450, and note. vigour. It devolves on the British Government 

to determine, in default of heirs, whether those grautsf shall be renewed 
or not; I consider, however, the third ground, or that -ive ourselves 
created the sovereignty now to be disposed of, may, perhaps, be stiU 
more relied upon in support of this prerogative. 


* They became so in a. d. 1749, nndcr a real or pretended grant from the 4th Bajah 
of Sattara. “ From this period the Peishwas have been considered the sororeigns of tho 
Empire, negotiated with as such by other powers and obeyed by tho Chiefs and Princes ; 
the Bajah being Bubjcctcd to an honorable and not very rigid confinement in the 
Fortress of Sattara.” — Colonel Sutherland’s Sketches of our Relations with tho Native 
States of India, page 162. 

f The late Bajah, at his interview with the Ecsidont five days before his death, 
“ produced the Sunnuds relating to the grant by tho Delhi Emperors of tho Sirdesh- 
mookeo and other Wuttuus and royal rights,” vide Mr. Frero’s Eoport, dated 3rd 
April 1S4S. 
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this line of Princes to he continued by the Hindoo custom of adoptioHj 
a question which should be left entirely open for consideration when 
the event on which it depends shall actually occur." 

With reference to the 15th paragraph of Mr. Frere’s letter of 
the 8th ultimOj pointing out a difference between the English and Mah- 
ratta versions of the Treaty of 1819^ I do not think that either by the 
most forced construction can be held to empower the late Rajah to adopt 
a son and heh' without the consent of the British Government. Admit- 
ting, however, the reverse, I must maintain that for the true construction 
of any doubtful point in the Treaty of 1819 the English, and not the 
Mahratta or Persian version, must be referred to, for this, if for no other 
reason, that by that Treaty the British Government were bestowing as a 
free gift what it had a perfect right to grant or withhold ; under such 
circumstances, we surely had a full right to prescribe our own terms for 
the gift, and if these are contusted, the language of the grantor, and not 
that of the grantee, must be the guide. I have no doubt from the cir- 
cumstances imder which this Treaty was entered into, it was first drawn 
up in the English language, and then translated from it into the Native 
languages. 


23. Tliere are precedents, moreover, in support of this view of the 
^ T> • case. In 184-3, on a point being raised respect- 

dent in Cntch, dated the lug the true construction ot our Ii-eaty with 
13th February 1843. Cutch, it was determined* that, as we had 

entered Cutch as belligerents, and were in a position to dictate our own 
terms, the language of the party who concluded it (Captain Maemurdo) 
must be held to indicate what were the real intentions of the contracting 


parties. In like manner a discussion occurred in 1S4G on the correct 
interpretation of an Article of our Treaty with the Baroda State, the 


t Vide Mr. Secretary 
Currie’s letter, dated tho 
17th Juno 18-lG, and the 
proceedings to ■which it re- 
lates. 


Bombay Government interpreting it according 
to the English, and His Highness the Guicowar 
according to the hlahratta, version. The question 
was referred to the Governor General of India, 


when His Lordship f “ 

J Vide Despatch to Bom- 
bay Government, dated the 
23rd Juno 1847, para- 
graph 5. 


concurred with the Government of Bombay that 
the English, aud not the Mahratta, is the 
authoritative version of the Treaty of 1805j" 
and this decision was afterwards concurred in 
by the Hon^blc Court of DircctorsJ. 
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Ji4-, On this point, Uiorefore, I entirely concur in ^Tr. Reid’s remarks 
in tlie 5th and Gth paragraphs of his Minute. No argument can fairlj”- be 
drawn in favor of the adoption made h^' the late Rajah from the words 
introduced into tlio Mahratta, and not to be found in the English, version 
of tiic Treat }’- ; there is no reason, therefore, in the present instance, wliy 
* FWc paragraph 28 of should be ^overreached, and pay the penal- 
oiir late Hon’blo President’s ty of allowing ambiguous phrases to be introduced 

by able Vakeels’ relying on their talents to turn 
them to account on the occurrence of a favorable opportunity. 


25. I now proceed to consider 2ndli/, on the supposition that 
the late Rajah of Sattara did not possess the power to transfer the 
Sattara State to a child adopted without the sanction of the Para- 
mount Government, from whom he himself receis’ed that State, are 
we called upon, or is it expedient, to recognize the child so adopted 
and continue in his favor the Sattara sovereignty? The decision of 
this question must depend on military, financial, or political con- 
siderations, singly or combined. 

2G. The two first may be dismissed in a very few words. I 
cannot concur in the opinion our late Hon’ble 
+ Paragraph 18 of Mi- President has recorded,t that a Native State, 

like that of Sattara, can be a source of strength 
to the British Government ,* but, on the contrary, I can imagine various 
contingencies under which it might become a source of great weakness. 
In a military point of view the recognition of the adoption cannot, I 
think, be recommended, for it will scarcely be contended even by those 
most favorable to recognition on other grounds, that it is desirable that 
a small Native State should be interposed nearly midway between two of 
the principal dmsions of the Army of this Presidency, namely, those of 
Poona and Belgaum', vdth the power, if the will existed, of partially 
interrupting our communications with the Concau. 


27. Neither can it be said that, in the present state of the finances 
of India, recognition of the adoption can be 
recommended on financial grounds. With an 
annual deficit diuing the years mentioned in 
the margin of nearly a million and a half 


1813-44, 

1841-45. - 

1845-46, according to a 
Eetum made to the House 
of Commons on the 20th 
December 1847 “ of the 
revenne and expenses of 
India for the last three 
years.” 


sterling in the revenues of British India 
generally, and with an estimated deficit for 
the year 1848-49 in the revenues of this Presi- 

9 T, 
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dcncy, and Sindc in particular, very nearly amounting* to £700,000, 

• ride Acconnlnnt Gone- with truth, he said that the ultimate 

ral’s Report, dated 10th reversion into the General Exchequer of India 
January 1848, jNo. 04'. p , . , , o, „ 

ot a revenue which may hereafter vary from 

£120,000 to 140,000 is of no importance; I say ultimate reversion, 

since for many years to come a considerable portion of the present 

revenue of the Sattara Territory would be absorbed in the provision 

which ought justly to be assigned to the late Rajah's family and to 

all who possessed a claim or were dependent on that State. These 

should, in fact, he regulated on the same liberal principles as were 

adopted by the Ilon'blc Mr. Elphinstone in his settlement of the tcr- 

t Vide in particular Ap- conquered from the Peishwa, and which 

pondix pages 18 and 19 to will bo found dctailedf at length in his Report, 
tho Bombay edition. dated the 25th October 1819, and which was 

afterwards printed by Government. 


28, If, therefore, it is conceded that the recognition of the 
adoption is uuadvisable on military and financial considerations, it can 
only be supported on grounds of State policy ; and here I would first 
remark that even in 1818 the policy of creating the Sattara sove- 
reignty was by some disputed notwithstanding the forcible reasons 
urged in favor of the measure by the eminent pei-son until whom 

it originated. I find the following reasons were 
Ml? X^SouSb ort! assignedt in favor of the an-angement The 

page 1, dated tlio 25th advantages that principally weighed in favor of 
Octobei 1819. giving His Highness a territory were his 

popularity with the hlahrattas and the asylum which his Government 

§ rac also Grant DulTs unwilling to serve§ us," 

Historj' of tho Mahrattas, counterbalanced, however, Mr. Elphinstone ad- 
Vol. III., page 439. mits, by two corresponding evils : “ the influence 

which the Rajah may be expected to possess among his nation, and the 
concourse of disaffected persons likely to assemble at Sattara." 


29. The question, therefore, now arises whether, after a lapse of 
thirty years, we are likely to derive the same advantages as were antici- 
pated by Mr. Elphinstone, and whether thej’- are of sufficient moment to 
render it expedient that the Sattara State should be re-constituted for the 
benefit of a boy hitherto brought up in obscurity, and of whose existence 
we were not aware until he was adopted by the late Rajah. Admitting 
that Mr. Elphinstone's reasons may still be urged, it cannot be denied 
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llial their original force hashyilic lap?c of lime become much diminished ; 
it was jNfr. ]'Hj)hins(ono’s avowed policy, and the Sattara Treaty was 
framed accordingly, — “ most carefully to destroy all connection het.wccn 
the Itajah and the Mahrattas not subject to his authority.” It is not 
prohahle, therefore, all intercouivc and connection between Sattara and 
the other ^^fahratta Slates of India having long since ceased, that the 
decision of the question at issue will create ain’^ but a local interest. 
The annexation of the Sattara State to the Anglo-Indian Empire will 
be noeessarily felt ly all wbo have been in aiy w.ay connected with it, 
and the measure will be unpopular among the old Jlrahminicid and 
Mahratta families, who jiossessed inllucnce and power under the Pcishwa's 
rule ; but beyond this, the question will most probably be regarded with 
inditrercnce. 


30. ^Ir. Reid has ver}' correctly observed, that, had the late Rajah 
left a son, no question eoidd have arisen of the entire right of such sou 
to succeed to the musnud. Tlic case, Imwcvor, becomes ver}’’ ditlcrcnt 
when we have to consider the cxpcdienc}' of bestowing that musnud on a 
boy possessing no personal claims, who has been brought up in poverty* and 
seclusion, of whose capacity' and disposition we know nothing, of whose 
])robable fitness for rule no judgment can at present bo formed, and 
who owes his good fortune of having been selected for adoption, not to 


any superiority of claim over that of other members of Sivajee’s 


• See nlpn 3 of 

our Into Jloii'blc rrc.siJcnl’B 
Minute. 


descendants, but to the lucky accident* of his 
being oji the spot at Sattara at the period of 
the late R.ajah’s demise. “ Up to an hour or 


(observes Mr. Frere) before the adoption, there appears to have been no 


thought of selecting this boy.” 


31. It will not, I think, be contended that the Sattara family 
possess any strong personal claims on the favor and generosity of 
Government beyond an assignment of the most liberal provision for 
their future support. I will not bo deterred by the unjust reflections 
which have been cast upon the Commission of 1836, of which, contrary 


f I Imvo still in my pos- 
session a letter from tlio 
Into lamented Sir It. Grant 
in reply to a request I had 
preferred to bo c.'ccmptcd 
from tho duty. 


to my own desirc,t I was appointed a member 
from asserting my solemn conviction that the 
Ex-Ilajah of Sattara did engage in intrigues 
against the British Government, and that he 
did violate the 5th Article of the Treaty of 



Isxxiv 


pi;(;ci:ssi<)K TO Tiir. Knnowi.r.r, oiiiKiTiiir. 


+ Cajilniti fimiit Diiir, riitr 
Iiin Hi-ftory (if llif Mtiiinit- 
tun, Vdl. 111., jmfjc IH'.l, ntiil 
(loloiK'lSiitluM'lmiil'tiiikololi- 
rn of (Mir Itclulion.M with Iho 
j'l'iitivti Stut(‘« Ilf Iiiilin,|i:i^t',r 

lO.'l II 11(1 Kit. 

t Tlio Into Mujdr Gcticnil 
Itdlu'iTsoii. 

§ Miijor Gciioml Jlrijrg.'’. 


ISin, .Til Arlicle wliidi \v!W (•x|m.“-.Tly tlodaral fo be (lie ftindninofifnl 
<;oiuIilitju ol Aj^reomciit , n (lepailtire from whicli v/oiild involve (lie 

I'orreiture of nil (be ndvanln^^t'j; it t-ceiired to 
i)!' Tr('uti(;l,'lm^ liiiiu'^ 1 Ii>i .Tinbitioiiii vievv.s nnd di.MjiO'..ilion t(j 

iidrione did not iw;i]ie (be noiiec of (be able 
Olllecrt who \V!i.s (be fiivt npiKiiided Ilv-Mident nt SnKani; Ih’.t intrif^iic.s 

widi (lO.T were Iniown to anolbcr Ilc.^ideidJ, 
{.•evernl 3 'ear.M bedbre (be fonnafion of tlic 
ennsptrac}' bv wliieb, liis advocate.^ n.M.n'ert, Jii.*; 
de.nlnit'lion wan iiec'^mjdi.'died : la.xth', a (bird 
Jte.nidenl^, who ba.^ Minr;c lieeoine one of bis niy.'-t 
slrcmunts stipporlen?, otiided bv the knowledt^e 
be pos.ce.M.sed of the Kx-Kajab’s ebaraeter, pre- 
dicted ten 3 '('nrs before tlie event Ids ultimate 
downfall in the jireei.'O manner in wbicb it bn.s occurred. “JIc i.n, how- 
ever, (observed Major (Jeneral llri^'Ts on (be 1st .Tamiar}' 1S27, and the 
jiropbecy cannot be too oilen repeated in reply to (hose wlio, in 
the sacred name of justieOj have endeavored to a.spcrsc the clmracter 
of honorable men, for bavinjj conscientiously* discharged a painful and 
invidious duty*,) temicious of bi.s prerogative, and will every day more 
and more re.scnt our control ; lie has lately been dattcred by those 
around him into an enormous c.stimate of bis own importance, and 
be ba.s already* evinced strong inclinations to e.xteml bis connections 
beyond the limits as.«igncd by* Treaty’. It will be fortunate, perhaps, 
for Ilis IIigbno.s.s, if events adbvd the Government an early’ opportunity, 
to give him timely' warning of the danger be is incurring, or l should be 
very’ apprehensive that be may* suceeed in involving himself in secret 
communications with those who may, nt some future period, provoke 
the resentment of Government, when it is likely’ a development of 
a system of intrigue with Ilis IIighne.ss will take place tvliich will 
altogether shake our eonfidence and may’ lead to his tdtimate ruin.” 
The Major General, instead of being grateful to those who have 
proved the wisdoin and s.agacity’ of his prediction, has thought proper 
to join in the hue andcry’ wbieh the Ex- Rajah's gold has r.iiscd against 
the men who brought his intrigues to light ; to say’ the least, his 
inconsistency is remarkable. With respect to the Ex- Rajah’s deposal, 

I rcg,Trd it as his own suicidal act. The Authorities both in India 
and England were anxious to save him from the consequences of his 
intrigues; but, trusting to the agency’ he had established in both conn- 
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trieSj he fellj not, according to the gloss given hy his advocates, because 
he felt indignant at being required to sign a confession of his guilt, 
hut because his ambitious spirit could not brook being again subjected 
to the provisions of the Treaty of 1819. When that Treaty was 
proffered by Sir James Carnac for his re-acceptance, this misguided 
Prince in mj’’ presence declined it, with the observation that it would 
reduce him to the condition of a Mamlutdar. I could write much more 
on this subject, but I will oul^’^ add that, in the opinion of all who 
believe with me in the existence of the intrigues imputed to the Ex-Rajah, 
they will not be held to strengthen the claims of his family to any- 
thiug that can with justice and propriety be withheld, or to siqjport the 
policy of perpetuating the Sattara sovereignty now that it has become 
extinct by default of heirs natural. 

32. Entertaining these views, it seems to me that the question at 
issue ought to be determined on a consideration of the broad principle 
of what is likely to be most conducive to the interests of the Empire at 
large, what will be the best for British India and the people of India 
generally. Those who regard the Native States of India as safely valves 
for the discontented, aud for particular classes of persons for wliom it is 
difficult to find employment under our rule, will probably decide on the 
expediency of re-creating the Sattara State in favor of the adopted child 
on the principle that it is wise to perpetuate the Native States of India 
still remaining notwithstanding the anarchy and misrule, tlie oppression 
and injustice, which is too often found to prevail in their administration, 
and of which we have a melancholy instance close at hand in the 
adjacent territories of the Nizam. Those, on tlie other hand, who concur 
udth Lord Auckland’s Government that we should abandon no just and 
honorable accession of territory and revenue, while all existing claims of 
right are at the same time scrupulously respected, and are at the same 
time of opinion that British ride should on every fair occasion be 

extended under the strongest conviction that 
* Eecent speech of thoEight Government exists of which the intentions 

Hon ble T. B. Macaulay. 

are purer, or which, on the whole, has done more 
to extend civilization and promote the happiness of the human species,” 
will no doubt take the opposite view of the question, and determine, in 
virtue of our prerogatives as Lords Paramount, not to confirm the 
adoption, when, as a necessary consequence in the absence of an heii- and 
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successor to the late Rajah, the Sattara Territory will revert to the 
general sovereignty. 

33. In the event, however, of the first opinion prevailing, and it is 
resolved to submit to all the evils of a long minority, and to govern 
Sattara through a Regeney, at the head of whieh must he the Resident, 
then I should entirely concur with our late Hon'’ble President and with 
Mr. Reid, that the adopted child of the late Rajah of Sattara, the last 
possessor of the musnud, has an undoubted claim to be recognized in 
preference to all other candidates for the succession. In this case our 
right to levy nuzzerana according to the rules in force in this part of 
India ought not to be relinquished, and immediate measures should be 
adopted for the proper education and instruction of the child who is 
destined to become the future ruler of the Sattara State. 


34. Just as I am concluding this Minute, the last debate in Parlia^ 
ment on the Sattara question, as reported in the London Times- oi the 
7th ultimo, has come under my observation. The following extract 
from the speech of Mr. Lewis, Secretary to the Board of Control, and 
therefore no doubt derived from official authentic sources, entirely con- 

firms the account I have given'*^ of the former 
condition of the Rajahs of Sattara, and of the 
circumstances under which the Rajah, deposed in 1S39, was, througli the 
spontaneous generosity of the British Government, raised from the con- 
dition of a captive to a throne : — 


* Vide paragraph 9. 


“ It is perfectly well known that Sattara was a portion of the Mah- 
ratta empire, and that the Peishwa, not the Rajah, was the head of that 
State; the Rajah was a mere State Prisoner, and ivas allowed half a lakh 

of Rupees, or £5,000, a year; and when , the 
Peishwa suri’endered to Sir J. Malcolmjf the 
Rajah was released by the English Troops, and 
by a most fortunate accident his life was saved : 
there was, in fact, nothing in authentic history 
which showed that the Rajah ever possessed 
any substantial power. In 1818 Mr. Elphin- 
stone thought it would be politic to assign, as a 
mere bounty, and as a voluntary act on the part of the British Govern- 


This is either a mistake 
of the .speaker or of the 
Reporter. The Rajah was 
released on the field of 
battle at Ashtah and his 
family from the I'ort of 
Wagsota, vide Grant Duff’s 
Histoiy of the Mahrattas, 
Vol. III., pages 445 and 
4S1. 
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niout., a Fmall pnvoroignf}' to Iho Kajah of Saltara. There iircvailed a 
(lideronfo of opinion at (ho time on the fjnhjeet, and it was agreed that 
the llajah shonld ho jdaood on trial and he invested with the jirovisional 
sovereignty of Sa(tara; he was accordingl3' pnt in possession of the 
S(n(e, hut in entire subordination to the British Government; and it was 
stipulated that all his political relations were to bo suhservient to British 
authority. It was agreed that the British Government shonld cede the 
sovereignly to the Bajah of Satlara (hear, hear) ; yes, hut it was at the 
same time stated that the territory belonged to the British Government; 
the Bajah was to hold it in subordination to the British power, and to 
he guided in all matters by the advice of the British Agent, resident at 
Ilis llighnoss's Court: (he Bajah also cngiged for himself and his suc- 
eesscirs to forbear fronr all inlereonrsc with foreign powers. The Ararcpiis 
<ir Hastings was the Governor (hmend wlio made the arrangements with 
resjieet to Sattani, and in a paper written l>y liim during the voyage 
home from India, His litirdship g;»vo a summary of tlio trans.nction, in 
whicli it w.as slate<l tlnit to the Bajah of Saltara an independent terri- 
tory had been .ns'-igned out of the late Peishwa’s possessions; that he 
had a large revenue competent to the maintenance of considerable pomp : 
that this w.'Ls an extraordinary ch.'inge in the position of one wlio used 
to he ]cej)t in strict custody by B.ajee B:io, who gave orders to his (the 
B.ijah's) escort to juit him and his family to death on any probahilit}' of 
his being delivered from captivity; :md which orders were only prevented 
from being carried into execution by a sudden attack made by the British 
Troops, wlio rescued the Baj:di from the Peishwa, Bajee Rao.” 


Copy of a !Minaic liy tlio Bight Hon'hlo tho Governor, concinrcd in by tbe 
Krm and tlie IIox’iiLt Mu. M'illougiibv, — (dated the IStli May 

18 IS.) 

Tjinsn jiapers have reached me so late, that it is quite impossible I 
can make my.self master of their contents and record an opinion on tlieni 
previous to the departure of the packet on the day after to-morrow, by 
which, I am informed, it is necessary that they sliould he sent. I beg 
that as soon as copies of the.se documents shall have been dispatched to 
Europe, that the originals may be returned to me for consideration. 
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Cojiy of a letter from H. Jf. Eu.iot, Esq., Secretary to Govcniincnt of India, 
Foreign Department, to Uio Cliicf Secretary to Government, Jloinbay, — 
(No. IG'IO, dated tlic 8tli .Inly 1818.) 

AVitii reference to your lei, for. No. 05, dalcd 20tli IMay ]a.st, 
forwarding the Dlinuie.s of l,hc late Governor of Bombay and of tlie 
Members of Council on the question regarding the succes.«ion to the Satlara 
Slate, I am directed to ob.servc that the Government. of Indm, under- 
standing it to be tlio intention of the Biglit Ilon'ble the Governor of 
Bombay to express his oj)iniou upon thi.s question, consider it due to llis 
Lordship to give no decision on the 8ul)ject until lli.s Lordship’s views 
shall have been communicated to them ; I am at the .came time desired 
to request (as it is expedient that the question slioidd not lie held 
in suspense longer than can be avoided,) that, ,t.s .coon a.s Ilis Lord.ship's 
opinion is recorded, it may bo sent without del.ay for the information 
of the Governor General in Council. 


Copy of a letter from A. Af.vi.r.T, E.sq., Chief Secretary' to Government, Bombay, 
to II. J[. EraaoT, Esq., Secretary to Government of India, — (No. 131-8191, 
dated the 31st July 1818.) 

I AJt directed by the Eight Ilon’blc the Governor in Council 
to acltnowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 1010, dated the Sth instant, 
communicating the wish of the Government of India to be I'urni.shed 
with the views of Uis Lordship the Governor of this Presidency before 
coming to a decision on the question of the succession to the Sattara 
throne. 

3. In reply, I am desired to transmit to you, for submission to the 
Bight Ilon’blc the Governor General of India in Council, copy of a 
Minute recorded by the Right IIon’Me the Governor, under date the 2Sth 
instant, in which His Lord.ship has recorded his opinion on the position 
of the State of Sattara consequent on the demise of Ilis- Highness 
the late Rajah. 
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Copy of a Minute by tbe Right Hon’blo tbe Governor, — (dated the 28th July 1848.) 

The papers treating of the . Sattara succession first came before 
me shortly’- after I had assumed the charge of this Government j they 
were then about to be dispatched for the consideration of the Supreme 
Government and the Hon’ble Court of Directors; and as it did not 
occur to me that my opinion was required on a question which had arisen 
during the official career of mj’" predecessor, and the discussion on which, 
in the Council of Bomhaj’", appeai'ed to bo brought to a termination by 
Dir. Willoughby’s very able Dlinute, I was anxious that these documents 
should not be longer delayed than they had already been, but be forwarded 
at once for the decision of the superior Authorities, awaiting which, 
however, I deemed it my dut}' to study the question in all its bearings ; 
and therefore, although my Minute of the 18th May was meant to go no 
further than to indicate an intention of doing this, and not of recording 
any opinion on the case, I am prepared to state the views I have formed 
upon the subject. 

Z. It is scarcely necessary for me to premise that, having no expe- 
rience in Indian politics, I am compelled to rely on others for information 
in regard to many things, a knowledge of which is essential to enable 
me to arrive at a conclusion on the matter under consideration. Thus 
circumstanced, I esteem it most fortunate for myself as well as for the 
public interests that three such men as Sir G. R. Clerk, Dir. Reid, and 
Dir. Willoughby, men thoroughly versed in all that relates to India and 
its laws, to the practice of its Courts, and the rights and customs of its 
Princes and its people, should have lent their knowledge and ability to 
elucidate every part of this important case, in regard to which the judg- 
ment I have formed is mainly founded on wliat appear to me to be 
admitted facts, that are put prominently forward in the Dlinutes of my 
predecessor and his colleagues. 

3. The Sattara sovereignty in its present form dates no further 
back than from the year 1819, when the British Government, in the 
■ words of the preamble of the Treaty, " determined, in consideration of 
the antiquity of the house of His Highness the Rajah of Sattara, 
to 'invest him with a sovereignty sufficient for the support of his 
family in comfort and dignity;’’ and then, according to the first 
Article of the Treaty, agreed “to cede in perpetual sovereignty to 
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the Eajah of Sattai’a, his heirSj and successors, ” certain districts which 
have since been designated the Sattara Territory. In 1839 the British 
Government, by an act of Paramount Authority, and for reasons which 
need nob here he recapitulated, deposed the Rajah with whom the Treaty 
of 1819 was contracted, and placed his brother on the throne: this 
brother is the Rajah who has recently died, leaving behind him no natural- 
horn heir, but au adopted son, whose rights are now to be examined and 
determined. 

4. The rite of adoption is a rite perfectly understood by the Hindoo 
people, accurately defined by their laws, and guarded by restrictions to 
prevent its abuse. It is admitted on all hands that the adoption by the 
late Rajah, although the ceremony was performed only a few hours 
previous to his death, is perfect according to Hindoo law, and valid to 
the extent of the validity given to adoptions by that law. This com- 
prehends the inheritance of all private rights and personal property, but 
certainly not, in so far as I have been able to ascertain, the succession to 
public rights or the inheritance of a sovereignty. 

5. It is stated by Sir G. Clerk that “the sanction of the Para- 
mount State is by custom requited to render the adoption to a Prineip^ity 
valid,” and Mr. Reid and iSIr. Willoughby prove by the conduct of the 
late Rajah himself, by the memorandum containing his last wishes (see para- 
graph 20 of Mr. Willoughby^s Minute), as well as by arguments of great 
cogency, by precedents and by rules and principles of acknowledged autho- 
rity, that this custom is virtually a law, recognized and respected as such 
throughout all India. Tlie conclusion from all that has been adduced on 
this point is to my mind irresistible, that as a claim to the succession 
the adoption is worthless until confirmed by the British Government as 
the Paramount Power; and, thinking thus, I cannot agree with Sir G. 
Clerk, that, although we possess the right to confirm, or to refuse to 
confirm, the adoption, it would be unjust to exercise that right in 
refusing to confirm. The right to give necessarily implies the right to 
withhold ; and, so far from its exercise in either mode being compulsory, 
I consider the right a sacred trust vested in us as the rulers of Indian 
Empire, to be used, with cautiou anddeliberation, in such manner as may 
appear to our judgment to be most conducive to the benefit of the people 
at large. 
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C). I agree, then, with Hr. Reid and Mr, Willoughby that the 
course of the British Government in regard to the disposal of the throne 
of Sattara may, in all justice and Hiirnoss, bo determined by considerations 
of expediency only, ibr I presume it can hardly be contended, that, 
passing over the adopted son, there is any other party who can advance 
a claim to tlie vacant tlirone. 1 do not consider it material to notice the 
adoption by the Bx-Rajah at Benares, because the circumstances being 
similar, all that militates against the validity of the Sattara adoption 
must be equally adverse to the validity' of the other; and if either 
adoption is to bo made valid by our conlirming act, it should be that of 
the Bajah who died upon the tlironc, rather than that of tlie Rajah 
whom we ourselves dethroned and who died in exile. The Government 
of 18^39 knew of no pnrt^' who could claim the succession 1y 'Giercditary 
right;” and although there arc doubtless a great number of blood relations 
belonging to the ancient house of Sivajee, I have never heard of any in- 
dividual who co\ild be brought forward to stand in the place of “ the 
heir and successor” contemplated by the Treaty of 1819. 

7. I assume then that the heir to the sovereignty is the adopted 
son, or that there is no heir ; and as, for the reasons I have cited above, 
it seems evident that we have the right to confirm or repudiate the 
adoption, it is for us to decide whether it be expedient to continue the 
sovereignly or to terminate it by incorporating the Sattara Territory 
with the adjoining British possessions. 

8, This part of the subject has been very clearly treated by 
iMr, Willoughly in the 25th and following paragraphs of his Minute, and 
to the opinions therein advanced I subscribe generally. I conceive that 
the question is not to be regarded as concerning only the Sattara family, 
or even the people of the Sattara State, but with reference to the whole 
of our Eastern dominions and its bearing upon the interests of the entire 
communit 3 ^ I cannot doubt that the consolidation of our possessions by 
the absorption of the small kingdoms and independent Principalities, 
which arc surrounded by our territories, must tend to augment our power. 
Sir G, Clerk believes that a Native Government, administered as " that of 
Sattara has for some time been, is a source of strength to the British 
Government,” and this may be the case ; but the Sattara Districts are hilly 
and strong, the population hardy, daring, and disposed to be predatory 
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in Iteir habits. Let it be supposed that the' Government of that small 
kingdom were badly conducted, (and what security can we have that it 
shall not be so ?) and, instead of a source of strength from whence 
assistance might be derived in times of difficulty, it will at once become a 
source of perpetual annoyance to our Officers, of injury to our subjects, 
and weakness to our Government. The interposition of a tract of 
difficult countiy between two divisions of one army can be of but little 
consequence so long as it shall be held by a friendly power sufficiently 
strong to restrain and command the people by whom it is inhabited, but 
let the ruling power become weak or hostile, and our Military communi- 
cations would be interrupted, perhaps, at the very moment when they 
would be most serviceable ; our real security, therefore, will at most 
times, and under most circumstances, be more effectually promoted by the 
consolidation of our territories than by the delegation of power to 
subordinate rulers, for whose constant good conduct we can have no 
guarantee. 

9. I am not disposed to dwell much upon the financial considera- 
tions attaching to the question, though I am sensible they ought not to 
be altogether disregarded. Tlie British Government need not covet the 
revenues of this petty State, and I do not think it is desirable that we should 
be supposed to be influenced in our determination of this question by the 
present condition of our treasury. It appears to me that our right to 
the Sattara Territory as a lapsed fief of our Empire, being (as I considered 
it to be) once established, if, by incorporating it with our other 
possessions, we can obtain additional security fOr the peace and prosperity 
of the whole, then that the argument in favor of its being so incor- 
porated is sufficiently strong even if the advantage to be derived at some 
distant day from an acquisition of revenue be entirely set aside. 

10. Mr. Willoughby has shown, and to my mind satisfactorily, 
that, whatever course may be pursued in this matter, there is no reason to 
apprehend that feelings of distrust or alarm towards our Government 
will be engendered among those Native Princes and feudatories whose 
confidence it is essential that we should possess, or that evil consequences 
of a political nature will ensue ; and I am of opinion that, if the Authorities 
with whom the decision of this question rests shall determine to deal 
with the Sattara' Territory as with a lapsed fief, no " express or con- 
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strucfcive riglit will be vicflatedj no just expectation defeated," while the 
prospective interests of the British Government and of those subject to 
British rule in India will be promoted and secured, 

(Sd.) Falkland. 


Copy of a Minute by the Bight Hon’ble the Governor General, — (dated the 30th 

August 1848.) 

The death of His Highness Shreemunt IMaliaraj, the Sovereign 
of Sattara, has rendered it necessary for the British Government to 
determine the important question whether the State of Sattara shall 
he continued as an independent sovereignty, or whether it shall be 
held to have lapsed to the Paramount State, and shall henceforth form 
an integral portion of the British Empire in India. 

2. The Minutes of Sir George Clerk, the late Governor of 
Bombay, and his colleagues in Council, Mr. Beid and Mr. Willoughby, 
have been for some time 'before us. 

I deferred, however, submitting the question for the consideration 
of the Supreme Government until I should have received the Minute 
of the present Governor of Bombay, Viscount Falkland, who had 
intimated his intention of expressing his opinion upon it. 

His Lordship^s Minute has now arrived, and I lose no time in bring- 
ing the subject under the notice of the Council, in order that the opinion 
of the Government of India may be transmitted with as little delay as 
possible to the Hon^ble Court of Directors, by whom a final decision can be 
given. 


3. After a careful consideration of the many documents which 
relate to the Sattara State, as well as of those more immediately before 
us, and after deliberate review of the various arguments which have been 
fully and ably stated by the several members of the Government of 
Bombay, I am clearly of opinion that the death of His Highness 
Shreemunt Maharaj, without heirs natural, having rendered the throne of 
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Satfcara vacant, that territory should beheld, in accordance with practice 
and with law, to have lapsed to the Paramount State, and should hence- 
forth he incorporated with the British Territories in India, 

4'. In the Minutes of the Members of the Government of Bombay 
the whole facts of the case arc so clearly set forth, and every arg-ument 
is so fully treated, that I feel it to be unnecessary to enter at any 
great length into the discussion of this question ; I shall rather endeavour 
to state as concisely as I can the conclusions at which I have arrived 
and the reasons on Avhich they are founded, referring to the Jlinutes in 
question for the more detailed statement of the arguments in which 
I have expressed my concurrence. 

5. His Highness Shreemunt INIaharaj has died, leaving no heirs 
natural, but ha\nng, in accordance with Hindoo custom, adopted one of 
his kinsmen as his heir a few hours before his death. 

6. The questions for decision arc — 

— Is the British Government bound, as a matter of justice and 
of right, to recognize the boy thus adopted as being actually the successor 
of the late Rajah and heir to the throne of Sattara ? 

2«f?. — If not as a matter of justice and of right, ought the British 
Government to approve of the succession of this boy as a matter of 
wisdom and sound policy ? 

7. If the late Rajah had left an heir of his own body, no question . 
would have been entertained of the perfect right of such heir to succeed 
to the throne. It is equally clear, I think, that the boy who has 
been adopted by the late Rajah, in justice and as his right, ought to 
succeed as heir to the personal and private property of the Prince who 
adopted him. 

But I think that Mr. Willoughby has proved to demonstration in 
his Minute that the boy has not, by reason of the ceremonial of adoption, 
acquired any right whatever to the sovereignty until the adoption has 
been ratified and confirmed by the Britisb Government as the Lord 
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Pai'amouut of the State of Sattara; and further^ that the British Govern- 
ment is not hound, as a matter of justice and of right, to confirm the 
adoption, hut is free to give or to withhold its ratificatiou as it may think 
right. 


8. I hold it to he established as a general rule, beyond cavil or 
doubt in the papers now before us, that, while adoption by a Prince of 

Mr. Willonghby’s Minute, a'ny individual is valid so far as to constitute 
paragraph 10. Jjeir to the adopter’s private possessions, it is 

of no power or effect whatever in constituting him heir to the Principality 
or to sovereign rights until the adoption so made has received the 
sanction of the Sovereign power, with ■whom it rests to give or to refuse it. 

9. This appears to have ever been the practice throughout all 
the State of India. It has been frequently acted upon heretofore by 
the Government of the Hon’ble Company, by whom the sanction 
asked has sometimes been given and sometimes withheld : their pro- 
ceedings have received the approval of the Court, who declared 
that our sanction is necessary, “^not, indeed, to the validity of the 

, , 0.0 adoption or to the private rights which it 

confers, but to enable the adopted son to 
succeed to the Chiefship.” 

10. Abundant proofs will be found in the papers laid before 
Parliament relative to the affairs of Sattara that that power has always 
itself recognized and contended for the principle that, on the death of the 
holder of a fief without issue, it rested with the Sovereign authority to 
decide whether he would annex the territory to his own possessions or 
permit adoption. There is evidence equally direct that the rule has ever 
been regarded as applicable to the destination of the State of Sattara 
itself. 

11. Thus, in discussing the state of the Raj in 1839, the Governor 
of Bombay, Sir J. Carnac, after describing himself as " a strong and 
earnest advocate for upholding the Native States of India,” goes on to 
observe : — “ Neither the Rajah about to be deposed, nor his brother, who 
is to be substituted in his place, have any children ; and at their advanced 
period of life it is not very likely that they will hereafter have any. 
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and I know of no other party who can claim the succession by hereditary 
right. It follows^ therefore, that, on the demise of the new Rajah the 

Sattara State would lapse to the British Govern- 
indeed, it shall he then judged 
S, 26. expedient to allow this line of Princes to be 

continued by the Hindoo custom of adoption ; 
a question which should be left entirely open for consideration when the 
event on which it depends shall actually occur.’’^ 


13. Sir James Carnac held it to be a point without doubt that the 
Raj would lapse to the British Government, and that it was for the 
British Government alone to say whether it would allow its continuance 
by adoption or whether it would not : this view was in no degree repu- 
diated by the State of Sattara. The Vakeels of the Ex- Rajah, in their 

, ..... letter to the Court of Directors, advert to these 

8th Feb. 1841, p. 109. . e . i ^ • 

expressions ot the Governor of Bombay, m 

which they say he “ holds out (by not allotoing the present ruler of 

Sattara an adoption) the almost immediate prospect of a large increase 

to your territorial revenue as a born for the confirmation and indemnity 

of his conduct.” They give vent to their own dissatisfaction at Sir J. 

Carnac’s proceedings, but they never for a moment call in question the 

correctness of his statements as to the occurrence of a lapse or dispute 

his right of “ not alloioing an adoption.” 

13. Lastly, it was fully admitted by the late Rajah himself that 
the sanction of the British Government was necessary in order to render 
his adoption valid. He frequently applied for permission to adopt : his 

„ last request to the Resident was to obtain a 

Eesident afc Sattara, -.up, , • . i . j 

3rd April 1848. “ recognition ot the adoption he contemplated 

M^wnionghby’s Minute, making; and he relied on the absence of that 
paragraph 20. recognition on the part of the ' British Govern- 

ment as fatal to any claim which might be set up by the adopted son of 
the late Ex-Rajah at Benares. 

14'. It is on these grounds that I found my conviction that the Bri- 
tish Government is not bound, as a matter of justice and right, to recognize 
this boy as actually the heir to the sovereignty of Sattara, but is free 
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in this case, as it has boon in others, to confer or to refuse its sanction as 
it nnn' think fit. 

15. This jiowcr it possesses In* virtue of its authority as tlic 
Sovereign State of Sattara, a position whicli it. holds ec|nall\' as the 
sncci'ssor of the Emperors of Delhi, as the snccc.ssor hy concpiest of the 
Poislnvas, (he virtual Sovereigns of the Itaj.-ihs of Sattara, and lastly 
and especially the creators of the Raj of Sattara under the Treaty 
of ISIO. 

IG. It was Under the clauses of that Treaty that the present Raj 
w.as c,’dled into existence hy .an exercise of the power and generosity of 
the Rrilish Government ; all the ordinary rights, therefore, possessed hy 
a Sovereign over n snliordinate and long-constituted State must, from the 
very nature of the case, have hecn .stronger in this instance than in any 
other. 1 cvin find nothing whatever in the terms of the Treaty which 
wotdd jnstifv the assumption that it w.as intended to curtail those rights 
or to confer larger power..^ in respect of adoption on the Rajahs of Sattara 
than are enjoyed Ity old established States. The words “heirs and suc- 
cessors’' must he road in their ordinary sense, in the .sense in which they 
are employed in other Tre;Uio.s hetwecti State.s; and, in the ab.-'ence of all 
cn’dcncc or reasonable presumption founded on known fact.s, or on some 
special wording of the English instrument, in favor of a wider inter- 
pretation, those words cannot be construed to secure to the Rajahs of 
Sattara any other than the .succession of heirs natural, or to grant to 
them the right of adopting succc.^sors to the Raj without tliat sanction 
of the Sovereign State which may he given or may be withlield, and 
which, by ordinary and invariable jwactice, is necc.-^sary to the validity 
of such an act of ado]ition by the Prince. 

17. Having thn.s stated the ground.s of the conclusion I h.ave 
formed, that the Rajah of S.itfara had not, either hy tJie terms of 
the Treaty or by any rule of law or practice, the right to adopt a 
successor to hi-s R.aj, and that the British G.overiiment is not bound, 
as a matter of justice and right, to recognize the boy Ilis Highness 
named as actually his sncccs.^or in the Raj, I proceed to set forth .the 
considerations which have induced me to form an opinion not less 
decided, that we ought not to recognize this sncee.s.sor .as a matter 

2 X 
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of expediency nnd policy, but that we oiiglit to regard the territory 
of Sattara as lapsed, and should incorporate it at once with the 
British dominions in India. 

18. However wise the policy m.ay have been which led to the 
creation of the Slate of Sattara in 1819, and however strong the 
re.asons which induced the Government at that period to establish anew 
a Mahratta State on that side of India, I venture to think that the 
same reasons do not exist for its continuance now, 

19. The power of the Mahratlas, at that period still formidable, 
is no longer a source of anxiety to us. Tlie territories of the Peishwa 
have for .30 years remained tnanquillj' in our possession ; the supremacy 
of the British Government has )’car by 3'oar become more firmly estab- 
lished j Scindi.ah and Holkar h.ive, in the course of events, been efrectu.Tlly 
reduced to harmlessncss ; nnd there is now no reason, as there formerly* 
was, to apprehend the formation of alarming confederacies among Jlah- 
ratta Chiefs, nor any necessity for maintaining as a coimterpoise the 
nominal sovereignty of the house of Sivnjee. 

20. The assumption of the Raj b}-- the British Government will 
cause no ferment or discontent .among other Native powers, though 
it must of necessity- be obnoxious to the pride and to the feelings of 
those who have lived and held inlluence within its bounds. 

21 . While, therefore, I do not presume to dispute the wisdom of 
creating the Raj of Sattara in 1819, I conceive that the same reasons 
do not prevail for its re-constitution now, when it is again placed by 
events at our disposal. 

22. I am unable to admit the force of the argument advanced bj' 
Sir G. Clerk for its continuance, which is founded on the happy and 
prosperous condition of the State and the just and praiseworthy Govern- 
ment of the late Rajah. 

. 23. These, indeed, would be str6ng arguments for its continuance 
if the late Rajah were yet alive, or if it could be shown that the excel- 
lence of his Administration arose, not from his own personal qualities. 
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but from the nature of tlie institutions of the State, b}’ whicli the 
dispositions of the Sovereign would always be guided or compelled into 
an observance of the miles of good Govcnimont. 

But if the excellence of his Government jiroceeded only from the 
excellence of his own disposition, I find in that part no argument 
for the continuance of his sovcrcigntj’’ to others, whose dispositions 
ma}’’ difler widel}’’ from those so happily displayed by His Highness, 
and whose Administrations may be as conspicuous for oppression and 
misrule as that of Shreemuut Maharaj has been for wisdom and 
mildness. 

24-. While I find no suflicient reasons for the re-constitution of 
Sattara cither in the consideration which led to the original formation 
of its Government, or in the manner in which that Government has 
lately been administered, I conceive that many powerful arguments may 
be adduced in favor of its ceasing to be a separate State and being 
resumed as a portion of the British Territories. 

25. I take this fitting occasion of recording my strong and deli- 
berate opinion, that, in the exercise of a wise and sound policy, the 
British Government is bound not to put aside or to neglect such rightful 
opportunities of acquiring territory or revenue as may from time to time 
present themselves, whether they arise from the lapse of subordinate 
States by the failure of all heirs of every description whatsoever, or 
from the failure of heirs natunal, where the succession can be sustained 
only by the sanction of the Government being given to the ceremony 
of adoption according to Hindoo law. 

2G. The Government is bound, in duty as well as in policy, to act 
on every such occasion with the purest integrity and in the most scrupu- 
lous observance of good faith; where even a shadow of doubt can 
be shown, the claim should at once be abandoned. 

27. But where the right to territory by lapse is clear, the Govern- 
ment is bound to take that which is justly and legally its due, and to 
extend to that., territory the benefit of our sovereignty, present and pro- 
spective. 
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28. In like manner, while I would not seek to lay down any inflexi- 
ble rule with respect to adoption, I hold that, on all occasions where heirs 
natural shall fail, the territory should he made to lapse, and adoption 
should not be permitted, excepting' in those cases in which some strong 
political reason may render it e.xpedient to depart from this general 
rule. 


• 29. There may be conflict of opinion as to the advantage or the 
propriety of extending our already vast possessions beyond their present 
limits. No man can more sincerely deprecatfi than I do any extension of 
the frontiers of our territory which can be avoided, or which may not be- 
come indispensably necessary from considerations of our own safety and 
of the maintenance of the tranquillity of our Provinces j but I cannot 
conceive it possible for any one to dispute the policy of taking advantage 
of every just opportunity which presents itself for consolidating the 
territories that already belong to us by taking possession of States 
which may lapse in the midst of them, for thus getting rid of these petty 
intervening Principalities, which may be made a means of annoyance, but 
which can never, I venture to think, be a source of strength, for adding 
to the resources of the public Treasury, and for extending the uniform 
application of our system of Government to those whose best interests, 
we sincerely believe, will be promoted thereby. 

30. Such is the general principle, that, in my humble opinion, ought 
to guide the conduct of the British Government in its disposal of 
independent States when there h.as been total failure of all heirs what- 
soever, or where permission is asked to continue by adoption a succession 
which fails in the natural line. 

31. It would be difficult to imagine a case to which the rule 
founded on this general principle would be more closely applicable than 
to the Raj of Sattara. 

32. The territories lie in the very heart of our own possessions ; 
they are interposed between the two principal Military Stations in the 
Presidency of Bombay, and are at least calculated, in the hands of an 
independent Sovereign, to form an obstacle to safe communication and 
combined Military movement. 
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The district is fertile and the revenue productive ; the population, 
accustomed for some time to regular and peaceful Government, are tranquil 
themselves and prepared for the regular Government our possession of the 
territory would involve. 

33. By incorporating Sattara with our own possessions we should 
acquire continuit}* of iMilitar}' communication and increase to the 
revenues of the State ; we should obtain uniformity of administration 
in matters of justice and of revenue over a large additional tract: 
and in my conscience, I believe, we should ensure to the population of 
the State a perpetuity of that just and mild Government which they 
have lately enjoyed, but which they will hold by a poor and uncertain 
tenure, indeed, if we resolve now to continue the llaj and to deliver it 
over to the Government of a hop’- brought up iu obscurity, and selected for 
adoption almost by chance, and of whose character and qualities nothing 
whatever was known to the Kajah who adopted him; nothing whatever 
is known to us. 

34. Firmly convinced, then, that we are not borrnd, bylaw or prac- 
tice or Treaty, to recognize, as being actually the heir to bis throne, the 
boy whom the llajah has adopted, I am of opinion that every considera- 
tion, as well of the interests of the people of Sattara as of the 
British Government, should lead us to incorporate that State with the 
British Territories, and I recommend that measure accordingly. 

3.0. An ample provision should be made for the Kanees of the 
late llajah and his retainers according to their respective claims, as well 
as Ibr the foundling whom he so specially recommended to our protection. 

36. The boy whom he adopted shmdd at once be allowed to succeed 
to all private property and to everything, excepting public rights. 

If this provision should not he sufficient for him, a stipend shoidd 
be allowed to him from the revenues of the State. 

37. I would also strongly recommend, as a measirre of sound policy, 
that provision should he made from the revenue^- of Sattara for the hov 
adopted by the late Ex- Rajah at Benares. 
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38. He 1ms no claims whatever on the throne of Sattara ; his 
adoption, oven if it had received the sanction of the liritish Govern- 
ment, which it has not, would not have conferred on him any claim of 
that nature. Pertaub Sing-h could not convey to the boy by adoption 
any rights which did not belong to himself; he had been stripped of his 
rights of sovereignty when deposed from his throne and banished from 
his kingdom; consequently, he could convey no such rights of sovereignty 
to the boy. Nevertheless, if the Haj be resumed, diseonlcnted spirits 
may arise, and some may be found mad enough to become his partizans 
hereafter; I therefore think it would be politic — I will even say it would 
be only fair, regard being had as well to his position as to his near 
relationship to the late and Ex-Rajahs — that some provision should be 
made for his maintenance. 

39. Allow.ances should also be made to such deserving servants of 
the State as may appear to be entitled to that favor, and changes in the 
Administration should be introduced gradually and tenderly. 

40. The widow of the Ex-Rajah has at her disposal her allowance 
whenever she chooses to receive it, which hitherto she has refused to do. 

41. The daughter has also her allowance, and will return to Sattara 
after the rains. 

42. The amount of the stipends, which should all be for life only, 
may, witb all other details, be left for future arrangement. 

(Sd.) Daehousie. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hon’ble Major Gesehal Sir J. H. Littler, — (dated 

the 5th September 18‘18.) 

The subject of the Sattara succession has been already so ably dis- 
cussed in all its bearings, and such powerful arguments adduced in 
opposition to the adopted son^s claims to inherit the sovereignty, that I 
have little more to add than to express my concurrence in what has been 
advanced. 
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In 1S39 tlie elder branch of the late Riijah’s family, with whom 
the Treaty of IS 10 had been contracted, was deposed for an infringe- 
ment of his engagements, and for other reasons which the Government 
of India deemed of sutTicient importance to direct his removal to 
Benares. 

His brother, the late Rajah, who recently died at Sattara, left no 
issue, but, a few hom-s previous to his death, he adopted a youth distantly 
connected with the family as his heir. 

Tlio rite of adoption is in strict accordance with Hindoo law and 
usage, and fully recognised by the British Government. 

Tlie ceremony was dul}' performed at the suggestion and under 
the advice of the Brahmins, by which proceeding it obtained a religious 
character, and invested the adopted son with a title to the inheritance of 
the private rights and property of the deceased. 

Doubts, however, are now entertained, and I think very justly, of 
the right the boy possesses, under this adoption, to succeed to the sove- 
reignty of the Sattara Territory. 

To render such claim to a Principality b}' adoption valid, the 
sanction of the Paramount Authority is, by established custom of the 
countrj', indispensable. That sanction has not been obtained, nor should 
it, I think, in the present instauce, be granted, for the reasons assigned 
b}' the Governor General and in the other Minutes submitted. 

As the Gov'ernment holds the right to confirm, they have also the 
full power to withhold their sanction. 

Should it be ultimately decided that the adopted son of the late 
Rajah shall succeed to the sovereignty of the Sattara Territory, as 
suggested by Sir G. Clerk, I am not aware that any practical inconve- 
nience would result, in a Military point of view, from its being situated 
between two of our Divisions. 

As a general rule, however, the absorption of small independent 
Principalities, which happen to be surrounded by our territories, will not 
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always, in my opinion, tend to augment our power ; on the eontrarj', it 
appears to me that sucli a polic}’- would he a])t to weaken it (execpt-iu 
special cases) by extending; the Uritish possessions beyond the limits to 
which our supervision could he safely and cffeetually afforded. 


Copy of a Minute by the Hon-'di.t. F. Mislett,— (dated the GLh September 

1818 .) 

The Minutes received from the Government of Bombay and that of 
the Governor General have exhausted this very important subject, and 
I shall, therefore, confine myself to a brief record of my opinion upon it. 

2. It is to my mind clearly established as a constitutional principle 
that an adoption gives no title to succession to a Sovereignty or Princi- 
pality unless recognized and confirmed by the Paramount Power; and that 
the Paramount Power is unfettered in the exercise of its discretion to 
o-rant or withhold that confirmation save by the dictates of a sound 
policy as apjdicable to the circumstances of each particular case. 

3. There is nothing in the Treaty of 1S19 to warrant the infer- 
ence that the British Government intended to waive this prerogative in 
the case of the Sattara State : no reference is made to the right of adop- 
tion in the correspondence of the time, but the supremacy of the 
British Government is therein insisted on as a point of vital importance. 
As respects the Treaty of 1S39, we have the explicit declaration of the 
Governor of Bombay, by whom it was made, that no such intention 
was entertained by him. The late Rajah admitted the principle; the late 
Ex-Rajah did not deny it; and the Sattara State acted upon it in its 
dealings with its own dependencies. 

4. On the general question of annexation I agree with those who 
think that, when, by the failure of heirs natural in the families of Native 
Princes or Chiefs, we acquire a title to territory on which no sh.adow of 
doubt rests, it is wise and politic to take the benefit of it, unless in any 
case special reasons exist for pursuing a difibrent course. IVe bear an 
unequal burthen in having to provide for the general defence and security 
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of UlC comitry, whilst, a vciy large portion of its revenues remain at the 
disposal of others, and the intersection of our territories h}' manj’- Native 
States interferes with measures of general improvement. I believe it to be 
for the best interests of the people that our direct administration should 
gradually extend itself over the whole country' comprised within the 
hounds of British India, for, even under the most favorable circumstances, 
the benefits of Native rule are transient, dependent upon the pei'sonal 
qualities of the reigning Prince, without security for the future. 

5. In the particular case before us the considerations which in 
ISIS led to the creation of the State of Sattara no longer e.xist, or 
operate with greatly diminished force, whilst, on political, military, and 
financial grounds, there arc now strong reasons for adopting an opposite 
course. The assumption of the country by us will affect injuriously only 
local interests ; the old and ro.spectable families connected with the Dui-bar 
will lament the extinction of the dynasty of Sivajee and feel the loss of 
influence and cmplo 3 ’mcnt ; and the sudden cessation of the expenditure 
occasioned ly the presence of a Native Court will affect the industrious 
classes in the citj’- and its neighbourhood : these are among the imme- 
diate evils attendant upon all great changes, and, however much to be 
regretted, cannot be avoided. 

G. I agree with the Governor General that it is expedient to 
resume the Sattara Territory’’ and annex it to our own. 

7. I concur in the propo.sitions contained in the 35th, 3Gth, and 
39th of his ^linute regarding a provision for the Ranees and retainers of 
the late Rajah and the foundling he commended to our care, for his 
adopted son if the private propertj’^ to which he is entitled prove insuffi- 
cient, and for the deserving servants of the State; and that the changes 
in the Administration should be introduced graduallj'^ and tenderly. 

8. I also think, for the reasons stated in the 37th and 3Sth para- 
graphs, that it will be politic to allow a provision for the adopted son of 
the E.X- Rajah, whose claim to succeed to the Raj is of course inadmissible. 
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Copy of a Despatch from the Hon’ble the Court of Directors,— (No. 4, dated 
London, the 24th January 1849.) 

***** 

3. The late Rajah died without issue, but adopted, a few hours 
pre^nously to his death, a boy distantly related to his family. 

4. The adoption, it is presumed, is valid in respect to the private 
property of the Rajah. The question is, whether the adopted son should 
be permitted to succeed to the Principality of Sattara. 

6. This subject has been maturely considered first by two suc- 
cessive Governments of Bombay and afterwards by you : and most of 
the members, both of your Government and of that of Bombay, have 
recorded their sentiments in Minutes which have been transmitted 
to us. 

6. The questions for consideration are first, whether we are bound 
by Treaty or other positive obligation to allow the transmission of 
the Sattara Raj to adopted heirs ; and, secondly, assuming that we are 
free from any such obligation, whether such transmission would be 
expedient. 

7 . Sir George Clerk has expressed on both these questions an opinion 
in the affirmative ; the negative is maintained by his colleagues, Mr. 
Reid and htr. Willoughby, by his successor. Viscount Falkland, and 
by your Government j the Governor General and two Members of Coun- 
cil having recorded that opinion in Minutes. Sir T. H. Maddock, being 
absent from the Presidency, has not expressed his sentiments on the 
subject. 

8. We have read these various papers with the greatest attention, 
and have weighed all the considerations set forth in them udth a deep 
sense of responsibility. The result of our deliberation is, that, concur- 
ring with you in opinion, we are fully satisfied that by the general 
law and custom of India a dependant Principality, like that of Sattara, 
cannot pass to an adopted heir without the consent of the Paramount 
Power; that we are under no pledge, direct or constructive, to give 
such consent; and that the general interests committed to our charge 
are best consulted bj’- withholding it. 
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9. The pretensions set up in favor of the adopted son of the 
Ex-Rajah being wholly untenable, and all claims of collaterals being 
excluded by the fact that none of them are descended from the person 
in whose favor the Principality was created, the Ex-Rajah, Pertaub 
Singh, it follows that the territory of Sattara has lapsed, in failure 
of heirs, to the power whicb bestowed it, and we desire that it be 
annexed to the British dominions. 

* * -St- * * 


Copy of a Despatch from the Hon’ble the Coiirt of Directors, — (No. 34, dated 

London, the 2nd August 1854.) 

•Jf -Jr •Jf 

2. The Rajah of Jhansi adopted one of his cousins as his son, and 
his widow has demanded that this boy should be acknowledged as the 
future ruler of the Principality; but, after full consideration of our 
relations with this State, you have determined not to recognize the 
adoption as conferring any right to the succession. 

3. In 1804! a TVeaty was concluded with Sheo Rao Bhow, Subadar 
of Jhansi; that Engagement was merely personal. In 1817 the British 
Government “ resolved to declare the territory of Jhansi to be hereditary 
in the family of the late Sheo Rao Bhow, and to perpetuate with his 
heirs the Treatj’' concluded with the late Bhow ; accordingly, a Ti’eaty 
was made with Rao Ram Chund, grandson of Sheo Rao Bhow, by the 
second Article of wdiich the British Government consents to acknowledge, 
and hereby constitutes, Rao Ram Chund, his heirs and successors, heredi- 
tary inilers of the territory enjoyed by the late Rao Sheo Bhow.^^ By 
an indulgent construction of this Engagement, it was held not to be 
confined to the lineal descendants of Rao Ram Chund, but to extend to 
the lineal descendants of Shed Rao Bhow. There is no such descendant 
now living, and we have no hesitation in approving your intention to annex 
the territory of Jhansi to the British possessions ; and you will make 
such’ provision for the widow or wddows of Gungadhur Rao as you may 
deem expedient. 
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4. You '^have come to a contrary decision in the case of the 
Tehree State, which stands” (you say) “in a different relation to 
the British Government; and the Chief of this State having died 
without issue, and without having adopted a son, you have directed 
such measures to be taken for its continuance under a Native ruler 
as seemed to you best under the very peculiar and complicated cir- 
cumstances of the ease/^ 

5. Jhose circumstances were, that the late Rajah, Soojan Singh, 
was the adopted son of his predecessor, Tej Singh, to whom he appears to 
have stood by birth in the relation of a son of a first cousin (Major 
Malcolm calls him Tej Singh’s nephew) ; that Soojan Singh had died at 
the age of 19, leaving a widow, but no heir of his body, and without 
having had recourse to the ceremony, of adoption ; having, however, 
nominated as his successor Deva Singh, by birth a first cousin, and a 
man of mature age, who accordingly claimed the Raj, and whose claim 
was supported by one party in the State, having on their side the youthful 
widow of Soojan Singh ; and tbat,.on the other hand, Deva Singh’s claim 
was opposed by a powerful section, at the head of which was the Soraee 
Ranee, who claimed the Raj for herself, because, though not the widow 
of Tej Singh, she was Regent of the State for several years during 
the minority of the last Rajah, Soojan Singh. 

6. The measure taken by you under these circumstances was the 
approval of the suggestion made by the Political Agent, Major Malcolm, 
that the neighbouring Boondela Chiefs should assemble and indicate the 
nearest collateral heir to the late Rajah capable of adoption ; that this 
child should be adopted by Durayee Ranee, the widow of the late Rajah ; 
and that, when that adoption had been made, the Soraee Ranee should 
become the actual ruler of the State under the title of Regent, her 
authority being limited to the duration of the young Rajah’s minority, 
or to that of his life if he should die during his minority. 

7. We agree with you that there is an essential difference between 
the cases of Jhansi and Tehree (or Oorcha) ; and that, in the latter case, 
one of the Native family, by whom, as recognized in the Treaty of 1812, 
this State has been held in possession for successive generations during a 
long course of years, should be placed on the guddee. 
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8. Ifj therefore, a regular adoption of a successor to Soojau Singh 
had been made in due forn^ we should not have hesitated to give politi- 
cal effect to the adoption. 

9. No such adoption having taken place, we should have been 
prepared to sanction the succession of the nearest collateral heir, unless 
there was some such strong objection to the person who might stand 
in that relation to the Chiefship as exists in the case of Deva Singh. 

10. In that case we should have approved of jour selecting 
and placing on the throne the nearest heir to whom such an objection 
did not apply. 

11. It appears to us that this course would have prevented you 
having recourse to the Chiefs of neighbouring States, or forcing an adop- 
tion on the widow of Soojan Singh, or placing the Regency in the hands of 
the Soraee Ranee, who seems little trustworthy ; and, whilst it would 
have been as little opposed to Hindoo customs as the arrangement which 
has been made, it would have placed both the succession and the Govern- 
ment of the country on a more intelligible footing. 

12. Entertaining these opinions, we regret that, whilst we entirely 
concur in maintaining a Native ruler in this State, we are not able to 
express our approbation of the mode which you have adopted for attain- 
ing this end; and we must add that in this case, as in that of Kerowlee, 
it would have been better to have afforded the Government at Home the 
opportunity of pronouncing an opinion upon so novel an arrangement 
before you authorized Alajor Malcolm to carry it into effect. 


Copy of a Despatch to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors, — (No. 14, dated the 

8th February 1855.) 

We have the honor to acknowledge your Despatch, No. 34, of 
1854', dated 2nd August last, in which you object to the orders passed 
by this Government on the case of the Tehree succession, and express your 
opinion that in this case, as in that of Kerowlee, it would have been 
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better to liavo afrorcled the (3ovcriiTnent at Home the opportunity of 
])rononncing' an opinion iijion s^o novel an arrangement before wo 
authorized Major ^laleolrn to carry it into cflect.” 

2. It seems that in tlic case of Tehree your Ilon'blc Court \vould 
have gladly given political cfl'cct to an adoption, and that, in the absence 
of an adoption., yon would have sanctioned the elevation to the giiddec of 
the nearest of kin, to whom no such objection as that which existed in 
the ease of Deva Singh ajtplicd ; and yonsn)’ that this course would have 
prevented the Government of India "from having recourse to the 
Chiefs of neighbouring States, or forcing' an adoption on the widow of 
Soojan Singh, or placing the Regency in the hantls of the Soraec Ranee, 
who seems little trustworthy ; and, while it would have been ns little 
opposed to Hindoo custom as the arrangement which Juts been made, 
it would have placed both the succession and the Government of the 
country on a more intelligible footing/' 

3. In reply, we beg to submit the follom’ng observations for the 
consideration of your Ilon’ido Court : — 


4. On the 18th January IS54 the detailed Report of the Political 
Agent on the affairs of Tehree was received. 

dJc°dSaJSimo^85n ^^^port, after sketching brieny the 

history of the Slate and our connection with 
it since 1812, and alluding to recent occurrences, the Political Agent 
distinctly states, that, though " nothing has yet taken place to disturb 
the tranquillity of Tehree, the present arrangement cannot with safety 
be continued for any length of time," and he requests that he "may be 
favored, as early as pracCicahlCf with the decision of Government" on certain 
points which he proceeds to specify : these relate to the claims advanced 
by Deo Singh, by the Ranee of the lato Rajah Soojan Singh, and by the 
Soraee Ranee. Tliis Report also informed the Government that there 
were two parties in Tehree entertaining the most virulent animosity 
and hostility to each other, the one headed hy the claimant, Deo 
Singh, and the other hy the Soraec Ranee, and that, pending the 
final orders of the Government, the administration of the country was 
being carried on by the jMinistei-s of the late Rajali, " bad as they arc." 
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5. On tlie lltli Feln'unry the Political Agent, Major Malcolm, 

Political Agent, No. 14, addressed the Government, stating that, 

dated 11th Febrnary 1854. though everything had been up to that time 
Consultation, 31st March, __ • ^ r iixi .i-ii 

Ko. 207 . progressing favorably, the arrangement which he 

had made " 07t///i6 not, from the character of the 
persons employed, to he continued for any length,” and requested again to 
he favored with the orders of Government ‘‘as earli/ as practicable 

6. On the 25th February the Governor General recorded his 
opinion on the case, stating as his reason for doing so without awaiting 
the receipt of further information which had been promised, that “the 
Agent now urgently requests that the decision of the Government upon 
the main question of the succession may he announced without delay.” 

7. It appears from the foregoing abstract of the Reports that 
the Local Ollicers were not nuthout appreliension that the peace would 
he distucJiedj that there was good ground for such apprehension in 
the lurulent opposition of the two parties which divided the State, no 
less than in the “ character ” of the Ministers of tlie late Rajah, through 
whose agency it was found necessary, objectionable as the plan was, 
to carry on the administration of the country pending the announcement 
of the decision of Government upon the question of the disputed succes- 
sion. The Political Agent and his Assistant were anxious that the 
uncertainty which thereatened disturbance of tlie public peace should 
be removed, and repeatedly pressed to be favored with the orders of 
Government “ as early as practicable.” 

Under these circumstances, we respectfully submit that the act of 
the Government in announcing its decision without a previous reference 
to 5 'our Hon’ble Court wa? not precipitate, as implied in the Despatch 
under notice; we think that it was fully justified by the anxious represen- 
tations of the Political Officers, and by the obvious expediency, not to say 
necessity, of taking immediate steps to prevent absolute anarchy in Tehree ; 
and that the delay which a previous reference to your Honffile Court 
must have involved would have been injurious. 

8. With regard to your Hon^ble Court's objection that the arrange- 
ment was a “ novel” one, we beg to state that the orders issued by 
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US were “ that the neighbouring Boondela Chiefs should be asked to 
advise the Government of India as to who is the nearest collateral 
heir to the late Rajah capable of adoption ; the boy who may be 
indicated by the Chiefs should be permitted to receive adoption from 
the Durayee RaneCj the widow of the late Rajah.” Your Hon’ble Court, 
it is presumed, regard either the reference to neigbouring Chiefs, or 
the proposed adoption by the late Ra-jah’s widow without his express 
permission, the " novel ” part of the arrangement. The first, however, is 
not, we submit, a new feature in cases of succession ; the following 
instances will show that in analogous cases neighbouring Chiefs have been 
consulted : in the case of Ahmednuggur or Edur (which is noticed in 

,, , , „ the Governor General's Minute, dated 2Gtli 

Abstract, No. 12. ’ _ 

Letter to Court, No. 12, March 1853, on the case of Kerowlee,) questions 
dated 4th February 1854. submitted to the Durbars of 

Oodeypoor, Jodhpoor, Jyepoor, Rickaneer, and Boondee. 

9. Again, on the death of the Chief of Seekur, the pretensions of 
his half-brother, Bhyroo Siligh, were disputed, and the point was referred 
to the Shekhawattee Chiefs for their opinion. 

10. In the States of Rajpootana it is a standing rule that the 
“ Chiefs and Councillors of the Principality ” shall be consulted in all 
doubtful cases of succession. 

11. These cases show that the tendency of the past practice of 
the Government in all disputed and doubtful questions of succession 
has been to consult the neighbouring Chiefs, whose position and personal 
knowledge qualify them to give a confident opinion. Indeed, in the 
case of Tehree, it would have been futile to consult the “ Chiefs and 
Councillors of the State ” (supposing that had*been the ordinary course), 
for two factions, virulently opposed to each other, divided the State; 
and all whose advice might have been sought would have been found 
ranged on the side of the one party or the otlier. 

13. If, on the other hand, your Hon'ble Court regard the adoption 
by the Ranee, after the death of the Rajah, and without his express 
permission, as the “novel” part of the “ arrangement,” wc beg to observe 
that, on the death of Ruttun Singh, of Bijawur (one of the Bundelklmnd 
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States), ivitbout male issue, the elder Ranee adopted Lutclimun Singh, 
Avhich adoption was made apparently without any express permission 
from the Rajah, although a knowledge of his intention^'’ ivas alleged. 

IS. Another notable instance of adoption hj’- the Ranee, after 
the death of the Chief, and without express permission, in other 
than the States of Bundelkhund, is to be found in the case of the 
Gwalior succession, 1S2G-27. Dowlut Rao Sciudiah died 21st March 
1827. “Without the formal appointment of any successor, either by 
adoption, h 3 >- a regularlj’--executed Will, or by any distinct declaration 
on his deathbed,” the Baiza Baee, his widow, adopted one Moogut 
Rao, who was installed on the 18th June 1827, under the name of 
Junkojee Rao Sciudiah ; this adoption was recognized by the Govern- 
ment of India. 

14. An instance in one of tho Rjijpootana States also is mention- 
ed by Major [Malcolm in his letter, dated 8th Januaiy 1854,' alluding 
(page 23) to the rule that an adoption can only be made when the 
widow has obtained the assent of her husband to the same : he ob- 
serves that, though this may be in strict accordance with Hindoo law, 
it is not in conformity with practice, and he mentions, as within his 
own knowledge, the adoption of Tukht Singh by the widow of Maun 
Singh, of Jodhpoor. 

15. But besides characterizing the “ arrangement” as “novel,” 
)mur Hou^ble Court indicate your preference for the selection of the 
nearest collateral heir, and say that this would ’have prevented the 
Government of India from “ forcing an adoption on the widow of 
Soojan Singh, or placing the Regency in the hands of the Soraee Ranee, 
who seems little trustworthy..^' On this part of the subject ive would 
observe that the Government, having determined that Tehree should 
remain in the hands of a Native ruler, and having to deal with a ease 
almost unprecedented, had to select the course which was most calculated 
to conciliate and unite the contending parties in the State, to maintain 
tranquillity, and at the same time to do what was just. The course 
which appeared to us most likely to accomplish these ends, and also that 
most in consonance with usage, was to bring about an adoption, and 
no one but the Ranee of the late Chief could legally make an adoption. 

2 P 
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There was no injustice in calling on the Duraj’-ee Eanee to make an 
adoption^ for in Bundelkhund female succession appears to be barred, 
and she would be in a better position as the adoptive mother of the 
future Chief, than if the next collateral heir, possibly an adult, had been 
selected. 

IG. And as respects the Soraee Ranee, Major Malcolm, though ill 
inclined towards her, was decidedly of opinion that the Regency should be 
conferred on her; she had managed the State for eleven years and more, 
possessed great influence, had the support of the strongest party in the 
State, and was most likely to ^'enforce the authority of Government 

and the maintenance of order.^^ All these points 

Governor General's Hi- -vrere fully discussed in the Governor Geueraks 
nute, dated 25th Pebmary t,,.. , ,, , , ,, 

1854 . Minute on the case, and there also the objections 

to the selection of the next collateral heir were 

stated as being contrary to all law and usage, and certain to put 

an end to all hope of preserving tranquillity ; besides, it was shown by 

Major Malcolm in the letter above cited, that 

raaryl854.^''*®^ difficulty to 

declare who was the nearest collateral heir ; all, 
wffio could be supposed to have any prete'nsions whatever, were very 
distant indeed. 

17. We trust that the preceding remarks will satisfy your Hon’ble 
Court that the delay which would have been incurred by awaiting the 
expression of your pleasure in the case of Tehree was forbidden by the 
threatening aspect of affairs after the.death of the Rajah, and would, in 
all probability, have proved injurious ; that the course of the Government 
in consulting the neighbouring Chiefs on a question of doubtful succes- 
sion was not without precedent ; and that its act in sanctioning an adoption 
by the widow, though no express authority from the deceased husband 
should be proved, was not novel. 

Your Hon^ble Court, in your Despatch on Tehree, incidentally 
observe that the Home Authorities should have been allowed an oppor- 
tunity of pronouncing an opinion on the Kerowdee case before the suc- 
cession of Muddun Pal was allowed ; but a separate Despatch, dated 
5th J uly last, on the subject of Kei'owlee, has been received, and in the 
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9th ami lOUi paras, of it you i.ake exception to the course followed by the 
Government, observing '^so far .as we had given .an opinion, our opinion 
had been given in favor of Ehurt Pal, and there was no necessity for 
immediate action, as the people of Kcrowlee would not have suffered by 
the continuance of British management for a few months longer.” 

IS. With regard to these remarks of j'our Hon^ble Court, we beg 
to state that, though the rebellion at Narowlee in favor of Muddun Pal 
had I)cen rej)ressed by the prom])titude and vigor of Sir 11. Lawrence’s 
])roceedings, and though, since that demonstration, no disturb.ances had 
occurred in Kcrowlee, and the active movement in favor of JIuddun Pal 
had ajiparontly sub-'^ided, the question of the succession to the vacant 
throne had been pending since Jul}- 1S.5:J, or for a period of IS months, 
and the I'urther postponement of our decision until your pleasure might be 
expressed would, perhaps, have been hazardous. There seemed the less 
necessity for such postponement as the point previously submitted to 
your Ilon’ble Court was not a por.sonal one between the two kinsmen, 
Bhurt Pal and Muddun Pal, but a general one, viz., whether there should 
be any adoption at all, and also because Sir M. Lawrence’s elaborate 
Beport left no room to doubt that the adoption of Bhurt Pal w.ns wholly 
informal, and that ^luddun Pal was the rightful successor to the throne 
of Kcrowlee. 

19. In the 11th paragraph of your Despatch, No. 30 of 1854, dated 
5th July, you e.xprcss a hope that “ thc'previous opinion of this Govern- 
ment has not been made known at Kcrowlee, otherwise we should regret 
exceedingly such an appear.ince of the want of sufficient consideration 
on the part of the Government.” 

20. In answer to this, we c.an assure your Hon’ble Court that 
neither the orders which were first Issued, under date the 20th Julj'’ 1852, 
desiring the Governor Gener.aPs Agent to " discountenance ” an adoption, 
nor the opinion subsequently expressed by us favoring the validity of 
the adoption of Bhurt Pal, was divulged at Kerowlee. In communicat- 
ing the former to the Political Agent at Kerowlee, Colonel Low addressed 
him in the Secret Department ; and, as regards the latter, the proclama- 
tion W'hich Colonel Low issued is most cautiouslj'' worded, and gives no 
inkling whatever of the opinion which we had expressed ; it merely 
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informs tlie people that the case has beeii referred to the Hon’ble Court; 
thatj pending orders, people had better be quiet ; and that those who 
disregard this injunction will be severely punished. As there is now no 
question of any step to be taken in the cases of Tehree and Kerowlee, 
and as this letter discusses the propriety of orders issued by the Governor 
General in Council before Messrs. Grant and Peacock were Members of 
the Government these gentlemen deem it becoming to abstain from any 
expression of opinion on the subject. 




